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My Lady, amn 8 00 Da2el9 
L "ARIO US are the Lis and 
Impediments which obſtruct 
the ſpiritual Pilgrim in his 


way to Life and Happineſs. There is 


no State, no Place, no Condition, no 
manner of Life frèe from the Tem- 
ptations of the common Enemy of 
Souls. The moſt retired Receſs and 
remoteſt Solitude is as well expoſed 
to Temptations, as a Life ſubject to, 
every one's View, and employed a- 
bout high and publick Concerns. 
There is This Difference only, that the 
Yeceiver of Souls moſt artfully ſuits 

a3 his 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. * 
his Temptations to the preſent Cir- 


cCumſtances of Place, Time, Perſan, - 
il and the like, to make them the bet- 
1; ter go do down with thoſe whom he 
if deſigns to enſnare. The End of all 
fl the Allurements, whereby the great 
Enemy impoſeth upon a ſincere Chri- 
| ſtian, is no- other than to withdraw 


his Heart from ce Love of the Creator, |. 
and to fix it on the Creature. This 
muſt needs be attended with a Train 


| of endleſs Miſery. It is Man's Un- 
} happineſs, that he hath loſt the true 
Object of his Love, and finds it ex- 
ö ceeding hard to recover it. LOVE 
i placed on a wrong Object is the very i 
Foretaſte of Hell: But if it be fixed 
| there where it ought to dwell, it is Hr 
; a Foretaſte of Heaven. Numberleſs f 
Arguments might clear up this il 5 
+ Truth into an unexceptionable Evie t 
| dence ; but as our own Experience is In 
. the beſt Teacher in Matters of Religi- I , 
| on, fo it is particularly in this Point. 2. 


Should we trace the Unhappine(s of it 
Mankind from its firſt Original, and In 
run through all the Scenes of Miſe- IU 
ry as have appeared in the World l 5 
ever ſince; we muſt then certainly Ita 
| date Man's Miſery from the Day in In 
. | which 
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The Epiſtle” Dedicatory. 
which he began to miſplace bis Love- 
Nay, ſhonld we go. to the very firſt” 
Inlet of Miſery, even before it reach⸗ 
ed Mankind, I mead the Apoſtacy of 
the. Angels themſelves; the Miſp __ 
of Love would ſtill be the prime an 
original Cauſe thereof. This hath 
turned a moſt glorious Angel into a 
moſt | horrid. Devil, and a Friend of 
God (as Man was „* into his Enemy, 
and ſo hath defaced two of the no- 
bleſt Pieces of the divine Glory and' 
Workmanſhip. 

Thoſe that by the Principle ts 
Grace begin to ſee higher than Men 
in their fall'n State do, muſt needs 
look. back with Pity and Compaſſion: . 
upon their former Life, and upon all 
ſuch as are ſt ill toſſed about in the ſame 
Sea of miſplaced Love, out of which they: 
themſelves ate eſcaped at laſt: The 
Miſery! of apoſtate Man is now ſo 
much the greater, the eaſier it is for 
any Creature to engroſs his Love to 
its ſelf. The meaneſt Object may 
nom maſter the nobleſt Affection: 


Man muſt fur render it at the firſt 


Sum mons, without being able to main- 

tain his Freedom againſt ſuch violent 

latruders. Janas ſpent his Love on- 
5 3 a Gourd, ,, 
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r a Goprd ; and when he could not en- 
joy it to the full, he repined near 
| unto Death, and was like to expire! 
with his beloved Plant. The rich» 
} Man in the Goſpel reſigned up his 
il Love to the Goods his Ground: had 
[ brought him. He was fo full of his 
empty Riches, that every Word ſa- 
voured of miſplaced Loue. Nothing: 
"i came from 121 but my Fruits, 

1 Barns, my Goods, my Soul? Pi 
| the Voice of an unbelieving Heart, 
enſlaved by the Creature, and broke 
looſe from the Creator. Not one 
Word of God, who had Sivan him 
all this! There is never 4 My em. 
neither in his Heart nor'Mouth. . 


IN attractive, ſo ſirens and ex- 
tenſive is the Power of Love, where-' 
ever it gaineth Ground; jet it be 
right or wrong! If it be wrong! 
and miſplaced, 11: breedeth all the Mi- 
ſery ot all along hath overflown- 
the World. Tis by miſplaced Love, 
we commonly work our own Ruine. 
Some will have it, that the: rich 
Man, who ſo earneſtly ſollicited the 
Gonverſion of his Brethren, did it 


d out of leur, and for no 
other 


T. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
other End, than to prevent the In- 
creaſe of his Torment by the time- 
ly Repentance of his Companions. 
He feared he ſhould ſtill ſhare the 
Puniſhment: with thoſe who had had 
a Share in his Sin and beloved Vani- 
ty, and were ſtill purſuing the Courſe. 
of Life he had ſet *em. And after 
all, what heinous Sin was it this Man 
was found guilty of, and what enor- 
mous Crime did condemn him to ſo 
dreadful a Torment ? Verily, nothing 
but Love miſplaced. Sumptuous Fare, 
purple and fine Linen, together with 
a free Enjoyment of the good things 
of this Life, on which he placed his 
LOVE, made up the black Liſt of his 
Tranſgreſſions. Things which now-a- 
days would be counted innocent Divers 
(ons, did bind him over to everlaſting 
Puniſhment, and bereave him of a 
Drop of Water to cool his Tongue. 
But this is the dreadful Effect of 
Love miſplaced ! As keen a Paſſion Love 
is, ſo keen are all the Conſequences 
attending 1t, whenever it comes to 


exert-Its Power. = 

on the other Hand i Love 'te 

right and well placed, it will then 
p A4 ſway 
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ſway the Mind with a divine ReQi- 
tude, attracting all what is in the Soul 


into him, who is the Author of good 
and ſound Love. It bringeth all the 


Faculties of the Mind to a ſweet Reſt. 
It ſets the Vill free from unruly De- 
ſtres, and calmeth the Afettions into 


an heavenly Tranquillity. The Un- 


derſtanding is content to dwell on one 
and the ſame Object a whole Eterni- 
ty. For he that knoweth God, will- 
never grow weary of knowing him 
yet more. All other Objects the 


Underſtanding fixeth on, may wear it 


in time, and leave a Sting after a 
ſhort Enjoyment: But there is no 
Wearineſs in the Love of God. To 


work in the Principle of Love, is to 
cat the Bread of Life. And altho' 
there be a Conſtraint in the beſt of 


Loves; yet is it a Conſtraint without 
Violency; a Burden without Uneaſi- 
neſs; a Yoke Without Toi and An- 


xiety. 
This Love is the coſtly Pearl, and 


the precious Treaſure, for which a 


Chriſtian ſells all. *Fis hid in the 
Ficlds ; and becauſe *tis hid, few will 
be at the Pains of ſeeking after it. 


Thoſe that have taſted of it, deſire: 
more 
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i- more of it: But then they are here 
1% in: the »Pay of ! Prohation:; ; Whereby 
d the Practice of their Eove is exerciſed q 
e the Sincerity of their Love proved, 
t. and more and more refined from the 
- adhering Droſs of falſe and corrupft- 


0 ed Love. As every Day hath its 
1 particular Frialy ſo every Trial hath 
1e a conſt ant Tendeney to: rectiſie more 
1- and more the earthly: Blaſs. of the 
ill Soul, and to qualiſie it for receiving 
m il the lufinence _ 4 Purer: Love. 


ne 54s 1 2 1 Ats. Fo 4 0 74 
1 My Lady, 
a il lf at any time de Study of Divine 


no In hath been neceſlar y, it is certaĩn- 
Lo 1y-now,: when we fee fo many dark 
to. i hadgments gathering over our Heads, 
o and the Affairs of Chriſtendom put 
of into ſadignal Coafuſions. The World 
ut muſt needs be a very uncomfortabla 
i- Place to a free and Heaven- born Spi- 
en- rt: And all this for want of Love, 
which is enough to turn the World into 
nd a Wilderneſs, and Church and State 
1 4 I into a Labyrinth of Delufi ons. Hows 
the ever, he that dwelleth in the Ta- 
vill ber nacle off the Love of God, fhall not 
It. be in be Evil of the latter Pays. 
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The Treatiſe offered here to ur 
Lad lyſhip, tends: envrely to the In- 
creaſe: 1 Univerſal' Love, and of ſueh 
Chriſtian Endeavours as are ground- 
ed on ſo generovs a Principle. The 
Author, You! know, made it his: Bu- 
ſineſs to promote @ Spirit of aniwer- 


ſal Love wherever he came, and ve- 


ry often complained of that helliſh 
Principle of Se Love, whereby the 


beſt Faculties of the Mind are proſti- 


tuted to moſt uncharitable Purpoſes. 


N 
NA e 


The Reaſon” 'whithihidaced Mme to 


publiſh the Diſcourſes here annexed) 
is no other than to do Good to ſome' 
Souls, eſpecially to ſuch as groan 
under the common Broils and irre- 


ligious Clamours ef theſe Times, 
which a Chriſtian Rye muſt needs 


look upon as judgments ofilnfatuatidn 
over the perverſe State of Chriſten- 
dom. But the Motive, why preſent 
them in particular to your Ladyſhip's 


Hands, is, becauſe I know You reliſh; 


by the Grace of God, experimental 
Diſcourſes, and particularly. ſuch — 


ſavour of divine Love. I don't 
. ſtion but much of what is faid we 


You 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
You have heard from our deceaſed 
Ludolf*'s own Mouth, whilſt he was 
on this ſide the Grave, and had the 
Honour of your Ladyſhip's Acquain- 
tance; and I hape they will leave, 
even now after his Death, a vivid and 
laſting Impreſſion. upon your Mind. 

I did not conſult either my own, 
or any other Man's Reaſon a- 
bout publiſhing theſe ſmall Tracts: 


| For my Deſign was not to pleaſe any; 


but to profit many, if poſſible. 1 
thought Exhortations to Chriſtian 
Love, which make up the Subſtance 
of the following Pieces, could never 
be ill timed; and if they could 
be out of Seaſon at any time, 
yet they could not poſſibly be ſo 
now; ſince there is ſo much Ha- 
tred and Bitterneſs, and ſo little 
Love and Charity, even among thoſe, 
whoſe very Badge and CharaReriſtick 
ſhould be LOVE and Forbearance. 


As the Lord in his infinite Mercy 
bath not ſuffered your Ladyſhip to be 
c:rried away with the Torrent of the 
Times; but hath begun to raiſe you 
above the faſhionable Vices of the 
Age; fo You ought faithfally to an- 
We ſwer 
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ſwer ſo uncommon. a Mercy nada. . 


80 to You in the midſt of ſo. many 


hat render themſelves unworthy. of 
that glorions Offer. You ought to- 


improve all theſe Mercies to an high- 
er Degree of Love, Humilit y, Selſ-de-- 
nul, and of other hc, Virtues, 
deligu'd to adorn the Profeſſion of 


Chriſtian Faith. Though it be hard- 


to have the things of this World, and 


not to love them; yet is it not im- 


poſlible: And though not many Noble 
he called; yet there are ſome few. 


For this 1 is the Victory of Faith which 


a jumphs ever the World, and all its 
tading Srandeur; and whoſe: Tri- 


emph will appear at laſt the more 


«2nſpicuons, the more it - hath been 
Erugsling againſt the Qppoſitions.of 


the Enemy. The ſeeming Meanneſs of 


the Goſpel ought not to hinder you 
tram * dur ſelf a Sserifice to 
him, who firſt * himſelf a Sacriſice 
for you. *Tis in his Power plentifully 
to reward thofe- that faithfully ſerve 
him though his Credit be ſunk very 


low in this Generation, wherein Peo- 


ple are more led by Senſe than by faith. 

As your Ladyſhip bath given fome. 

Proofs hitherto, that You are not. a- 
ſhamed 


d / nos 
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ſhamed of the Goſpel, nor of him 
who eſtabliſh'd it, nor of thofe that 
£. Ml confeſs it; ſo You may commit your 
o: ſelf entirely to the Wiſdom of the 
— LORD, who is both willing and able to 
— accompliſn in Vou the Work once be- 
s, gun, and confeſs You again in his time, 

I 3s You have confeſſed Him here. 
d. His Wiſdom will lead You ſafe, 
& though perhaps through many crooked: 
n- Ways, and bring thereby Fear and 
le: Dread upon you for a while - But fear 
v. not! This is the Diſcipline of Wif 
zh dom, whereby her Sons and Daughters 
its - are initiated into the Knowledge of the 
ri-| ſublimer Myſteries of Salvation. Her 
re Bonds will at laſt be Bonds of Free- 
en: dom; and her Chains will become a 
of Robe of Glory, and her Fetters will be 
of turned into a ſtrong Defence in the 
ow Day of the coming of the ZO RD, 
to Which that the Lord, in his great 
ice Mercy, may grant to your Ladyſhip,, 
Ny is the.fincere Wiſh of, x 


2 


My Lady, | 
Tour Lad yſbi ps 
Moſt humble and obedient Servant, 


AN THO. Wille BOEHM. 
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To THE 


Englsh Reader. 


ihe; various Miſtakes in 
hors Chriſtian "Religion, none are 
more dangerous than theſe that 
are committed abaut the END and: the. 
MEANS. of Chriſtianity. Toe: End af 
the great Work of Laaber, and of 
Chriſtianity. raiſed thereon, is variouſly. 
expreſſed by the ſarred Writers, to clear up. 
the better: a Point, the Knowledge whereof 
10 ſo bighlymereſſaryto every.t trut Chriſtian. 
One of the pluineſt Raſſages is John X. 10. 
where the Lurd himſelf tells. us: I am: 
come that my Sheep might have EIFE, 
and that they might have it more a- 
bundantly. And 1 Pet. II. 24. tis ſaid, 
Chriſt bore: our Sins, that we might lire 
vato Righteouſneſs. And St. John 
1 Ep. M. 9. declareth that God hath ſent 
his Son into the World, that we 


n isbe LIVE — him. _ 
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$. II. This plainly ſhews, what the State 


of Man is before be. feeleth the Effett of 
rhe Redemption. wrought by Chriſt, and 
what he-ought to be, when he now comes 
wp to the main End and Deſign of the 
Goſpel by him eftabtſhed. The firſt State 
before he is made 1 of the glorious 
Effect of the Cop is, 4 State of: ſpiti i- 
tual Death, 4 v2.4 very Au ah 
deplorable in all its EF.Qs and Conſe- 
quences. It hath its Riſe from the Mrſt 
Franſgreſſion of Man r In the Day th 
eateſt of the forbidden Tree, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die. Man did nat auiy on 
that Day. rat rhe Seed of Al man. 
ner of bodily. Diſtempero; bet he t ually 
died to G0 D, and to the divine Life and 
- Light, which ro foetal in Man Mind, and, 
moſt gloriouſiy diſplayed. it ſelſ in all his 
Works and Action. And he mgαν,ͤ have. 
lern dead for ever\.5f the Bara ud hit 
infinite Mi ſddom had not chueri vad a 
Ae an, for 'his Recovery, and Ay nie 
| Word of Promiſe offered ro fallin Man, 
revived" his Hype of be iug one time re- 
inſtated into hi. former? Glory. an Eri: 
vile ges. uh. Zonigo 2 ni f 0160 


7 & III. Taba be ro large P gabelt, | 


if I ſhould. go tb explain hom this ſpit itu- 
1 2 Teiaad: on all the 9 
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The PREFACE.” in 
the Mind, and render d em ol un- 
fir for acting thing agreeable to the 
6m, of God. "Will „ ; 
ing, Reaſon and Paſſions, and all the 
reſt of the intelletual. Faculties, are 
2 with a dead Stupor in things of the 
Sirit of God; and all the Actions and 
Speculations. proceeding from: em have 
a Mark of Death ſtamped upon em. This 
is the Reaſon the Works of the Uncon- 
verted are called dead Works, and that . 
there is Repentauce from dead Works re- 
quired by-the Apoſtle. (a) This Death is- 
of ſo deep a Nature, that the Works re- 
ſulting from that dead State, are dead 
even before they are brought forth into. 
the World; the very Conſcience, and ſo 
the beſt Faculty left within the Soul, 
fand ing in need of. being purged from 
dead Works, as the apoſtles Phraſe 
is. (b) The Works don't die as they come., 


or Minto the World, but are dead before. | 


§. IV. Upon the Whole, we fee that, 
the State of fall'n Nature is drawn by. 
the holy Pen- men in moſt black and odi- 


Pris us Colours: But nothing, for ought . F. 
160 hm, comes up more lively to this Chas . 


ater of deing, dead. Re drams. all 
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iv The PREFACE, | 
the reſt of Miſery after it. It entirely 
ſhuts out the Soul from any Enjoyment. of 
the Love of God, and implieth a total Vn. 
fitneſs for any ſpiritual Performance 
what ſue ver. In this Death is no Remem 
brance of God, and in this Grave, who 
ſhall give him Thanks? All the ſpiri- 
tual Senſes lie buried as it were in Dead. 
neſs and Ionorance. There is neither 
ſeeing, nor taſting of God. All the di- 
vine Promiſes, though in themſelves full 
of Life and C:mbort, are dead to him 
that is dead. The more ſuch an one 
walks, (Eph. II. 2.) the farther he re- 
moves from God, the Fountain of Life; 
and the more he ſtirs and acts, the mort 
he loadeth his Soul with dead Works. 
As there is Variety of Sins, ſo each 
Sin ſtts the Soul at a greater Diſtance 
from God, and cauſeth a wider Sepa- 
ration between God and her. (e) 
§. V. This Death is of a general Ex- 
tent. It ſeixeth on all the Works of 4 
Man, and rendreth em altogether abo- Ini 
minable in the Eye of the Lord. The Wt 
more ſpiritual ſuch Works ſeem to be, Wl] 
the more odious they are; nothing being Noe, 
more hated by God than a Show of ſpiri- Ihe 
| tua Formalities proceeding from a Heart Why, 
110 e : | — EIS 24 


il, (c) Iſai. LX. 24. that ff, 


— — —— 
— — 


—— 


The PREFACE, v 
rely that is fill dead and deſtitute of a living 
F of WW principle. And this is the Reaſon that 
UNS Man ii nom ſunk: lemer than the very 
ace Beats: For the more ſpiritual and re- 
PIs fined Mans Mind is, the more profound 
who ve the Pollut ions and Defilements that 
Ih Bhring up from it, whilſt it continueth 
ad- in this State. of Death and Apoſtacy. 
ber A this woful State of falln Man be not 
di- Bn conſidered in the Miniſtration of ſpi- 
full ritual matters; then every thing muſt. un- 
vim ¶ woidably be: attended with moſt diſmal 
one ¶ conſequences: No Man being able to ad- 
L Ininiſter - ſpiritual things ſpiritually aud 
ſe; Mrficiently, except he be acquainted. at 
re leaſt in ſome degree with the State of 
ooſtate Nature; and of the Oeconomy. of 
ach er Re ſtaurati on introduced by Chriſt. 
nce FS. VI. Man may be conſidered in a 
Par Threefold State, according to the Three 
. rear Diſpenſat ions to which: every ſpi-. 
Er- rirual Tranſackion relati ng to Man may 
5e reductd. He is either under the Po- 
abo* nini on of Sin, or the State of fall'n Na- 
The Itare: or he is in the State under the 
be, Law, which is 4 Step towards his Reco- 
ems oery e Or he is under the Diſpenſation of 
e Gaſpel, or the State of Grace, 
"_ f * . it mere, addeth 1 Crown and 
—o-ſtene to the Converſion begun under 
that hy pork 8 Pp . §. VII. 
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F. VII. Jig highly neceſſary for a' Mis 
miſter of Chriſt, to know the Nature a 
and Conſtitution, the. various Sym. 
ptoms and Dangers ef each of theſe. f 
Fates. Without an experimental Know-' ö 
ledge thereof, he wil never be fit to diſ. J. 
charge the Function of a Steward of the iſ 
Myſteries of God in all its Branches and 
Dependencies. ' He will preach Comfort 
to ſuch as ſtand in no uted theres; and 
will, by his anwury Management of 'Souls,: 
caft them down yet lower, who were in 
the way of recovering. out of the Snare 
of the Devil He will adminiſter the . 
Mord and Sacraments (partioulariy iht 8 
of the Lord s-Supper): to no great Pur- 
poſe He will: feed: thoſe with ſpi- | 
ritual Food that have no ſpiritual Taſte . 
to reliſh, nor a right Diſpoſitzon to re- 
ceive it. We ſee the Unſucedſsfulneſs of F 
the Word and Sacraments, though preach» 
ed and diſpenſed every Day among Pro- 
reſtants. One great Reaſun whereof is, 
the indiſcreet Adminiſtratim in the Ie 
Miniſter, mho maleth no inward Trial of 
Souls; but diſpenſeth things at random, pri 
and without a ſufficient :Diſcernment of 
the State of thoſe that hear and 3ectivur it. 
| What can be mare hurkful than to ſeed up a 1 
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Sinner with hopes of Salvation, for no ot her 
Evidence, but becauſe he goeth to Church, 
and ſays his Prayers, and is beſides # 
ſtrict and honeſt Liver, after the common 
way of the World ? And yet we hear 
theſe things cried up by many as the vo- 
ry Charattersſticks of a good Chriſtian. 
Whereas, perhaps, the Man is not ſo much 
as ſenſible of his ſpiritual: Death and 
Apoſtacy, much leſs ' of the Life of 
Grace, mhich is the bleſſed, Effect reſult- 


g from the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 


wiſely applied to the Sinner. Nom to 
buoy up a Man with Hopes of Salvation 
on ſo ſlight and ſlender a Foundation, is 
to lead him the ſhorteſt way to Hell and 
Damnation, and to ſhut him out from 4 
ſaving Application of the Means of 
Grace. offered in the Goſpel of Chriſt : 
For the Grace of God, laid open in 
the Goſpel, cannot be duly applied to a- 
ny but thoſe that have been qualified by 
the previous Diſpenſation of the Law, 
phich is introductory to the ſaving Ap- 
plication of the Goſpel, or as the Scri- 
ture termeth it, 4 School- Maſter, 
who by his Severity brings us to Chriſt. 
F. VIII. All theſe dangerous Steps, and 
great many more, would be prevented, 
the Miniſter, in all his Functions, 25 
. | but 
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| | ; "i 
but keep bis Eye fixed on the main De. 
ſign of the Goſpel, which is, the Recb. 
very of the ſpiritual Life; and, in hit 
Application to the Hearers, did make th 
Application of the Evangelical Promiſe 
to ſuch only as were in a Preparedneſs ty 
reeeive em. At this rate the precion 
"Promiſes of the Goſpel would not be ſpilt 
on an uncultivated Ground, where, inſteal 
of Fruit, they will breed but moreWeeds & 
wild Grapes. They would be hedged up with 
in a certain Compaſs, and kept ſafe fren 
the Hands of an obſtinate Sinner. Fo 
was Mount Sinai not to be touch d by the 
People under 4 Penalty of Death; \why 
ſhould Mount Sion, enriched with the 
Fewels of Goſpel- Promiſes, be leſt a Prey 
to thoſe that have no juſt Title to it? 
S. IX. Another Miſtake which, for 
want of a due Inſight into the End of 
the Goſpel, ſpreadeth among the vulgar 
ſort of Chriſtians, is an Acquieſcency 
in an honeſt aud moral Life, inſtead 
of A ſpiritual and heavenly one. The 


natural Man is too apt to value himſelf 


on account of a. fair and an honeſt Con- 
ver ſation, and to think himſelf a very 
good Man, if he be put free from the no- 
torious Vices of a profane Worldling, and 
Juſt and ſquare in his Dealings with his 
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Neighbour. But alas] that Man that 
thus flatters himſelf with the Shreds of 
ſome ſhining Moralities, entirely miſtakes 
the End of the Goſpel of Chriſt. The 
main Deſign of the Goſpel is, not to teach 
us ſome Morals, bat to raiſe the Soul 
from Death to Life. If 4 handful of 
fine Morals. would ſerve the End of Re- 
ligion, what need was there of the Go- 
ſpel at all ? What need was there of the 
tleſſed Incarnation of the Son of God, of 
his Death and Paſſian, and of other tre- 
mendous Myſteries, which. the very Angels 
are de ſirous to look into? For inſtead of 
this, we might ereft Seneca's Mor als in- 
to a Standard of a good Life ;, and ra- 
ther learn to ſquare aur Manners and 
Actions by his Flouriſhes, than by the di- 
vine Oracles recorded in the Goſpel. 
And I fear there are but too many, whoſe 
Taſte, by reading Books of this Nature, 
ij vitiated to that Degree, that they mil 
diſdain the ſweeteſt Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel, and diſreliſh the moſt majeſtick 
Truths of Scripture, Mo: they are not 
adorned with ſo much Wit, nor ſet off 
by the modiſh Strains of Rhetorick. . For 
indeed the Truth of the Goſpel, and the 
Myſteries of Salvation therein unfolded, 
« of too exalted a Nature than to be 


brought 
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brought within the Compaſs of ſome ſcanty 
Tnventions of Men: And therefore the 
ſpiritual Depth of the Goſpel will be fa. 
thomed by the Spirit of God only. The 
Things of God knoweth no Man, but 
the Spirit of God. A ſingle Eye will 
reach deepeſt in the Knowleage of thr 
Oeconomy of Man's Reſtauration. _ 
FS. X. Another unhappy Effect ſpring- 
ing up from Peoples miſtaking the END 
of the Goſpel, is that great Neglect of 
the moſt eſſential Articles of Chriſtian 
| Religion, Our Saviour ſmartly repro- 
veth the Phariſees for paying Tythe of 
Mint, and Aniſe, and_Cumin, and for 
omitting, the WEIG HTIER Matters of 
the Law, One that taeth an impartial 
Survey of the State of Chriſtendom in this 
Age, cannot but bewail its tottering 
Condition in all Sedts and Parties, For 
they all fall ſhort of the Vitals and Pow- 
em of Religion, in the midſt of the Cla- 
mours they raiſe about it. There hath 
hardly been a greater Noiſe and Outcry 

about Church, Religion, 2d Ortho- 
doxy, as there is nom; but then it is 4. 
bout things wherein the Kingdom of 
Gal doth not conſiſt at all. All the 
Duarrels about this gr that Scheme; 4. 
bout this Church-Government or FT 
A ther, 
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canty ther, Are ſo far from touching the efſen- | 
e the il tial Part of. Chriſtianity,” that they are 
ve ſa· ¶ & Monument both of the deplorable Con- 
The WW dition Chriſtianity is reduced to in this © 
» but Wl Are, and of the cunning Artifice of the 
will Enemy of Souls, who thereby diverts 
f the People from more ſerious Concerns about 
Ihe ſubſtantial Ingredients of Religions 
ing: If the weightier Points of the Law and © 
END Goſpel be wanting, then the very primi- 
Ct of tive Scheme ( ſuppoſe there was any ſuch 
iſtian thing left by the Apoſtles) will ſtand us 
pro. ¶ in no ſtead, but will degenerate into an 
he of empty Seft, and be attended with all the 
id for fatal Conſequences to which humane In- 
75 of ventions, intruded into Religion, have 
artial been expoſed in all Ages. When ha- 
n this mane Reaſon ( ſuch 45 it is after the 
Fer ” Fall) began to tamper with Religion, and 
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Pow- 
Cla- 
ö hath 
Jutcry 
'Trtho- 
tis 4. 
om of 
11 the 
e; 4 
7 Au- 

1 her ] 


to frame Schemes, Forms and Syſtems 
of Divinity, the POWER did viſibly die 
away, and a numberleſs Train of unne- 
ceſſary Notions was unhappily crouded in- 
to the Church. Thu is plain from the 
Thread of Hiſtory through all the Ages 
of the Goſpel. And by this Stratagem 
of the Devil, the Churches have Nw 
imbroiled into moſt wnchriſtian Cont = 
tons about a few By-thingsz; which 
mded at laſt in a manifeſt Ruine of mu- 
A 


cc, greater Certainty than can be found 
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ru LOVE, the greateſt of all Virtue, 


and ſo undoubtedly one of the moſt een 
tial Characters of real Chriſtianity. | 
would be too ample a Subject, if I ſhould 


g0 go enumerate here the reſt of ſuch el. 


ſential Articles as are in ſome degree 
loſt inthe Crowd of other Notions ſtarted 
ap an the Church, *Tis no Wonder that 


Deiſm, Naturaliſm, and Socigianifm, 


ſpreads ſo viſibly among Proteſtants, ſince 
thoſe that maintain as yet the Divinity of 
Chriſt in a ſcholaſtick & ſyſtematical an- 
ner, preach yet up ſo ſparingly his divine 
Power Efficacy in the C onverſion of Souls, 
S. X. The Life and Doftrines' of 
CHRIST ſhould be woven into alll our 
Sermons, and read in- all our Books of 
Divinity, For in CHRIST alone the 
Work of Salvation : doth moſt wonder- 
fully cohere, which, without it, is moſt 
miſerably torn and mangled. Nothing 
is [meeter than to read CHRIST every 
where in holy Writ, and to diſcover the 
Occonomy of Salvation by him eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Old and New Teſtament. ** In 
* the Knowledge of Chriſt, (to uſe, tht 
Words of a pious * Writer) © we have 


« in any of all the other Knowledges. This 
Lord Ch. ſult. Hale s Contem plat, 
Part I. p. 40. * 
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4 appears out of the admirable Concor- 
% dance and Symmetry that this Myſtery 

& of Chriſt maketh. in the whole Method 
ce of the Proteeding of God in the World ; 

ec 4 will be eaſily obſervable upon the 
« Collation of 154 things together: The 


e of the Jews, the: Immortality of the 
« Soul, the Neceſſity of a Satisfaction for 
« Sin i. Ge the Types aud Suori> 
ec fices, t e Propheries, "the Rejrct ion of 
te che Jews, the Calling of the Gentiles, 
64 the Progreſs of the Goſpel to the new- 
8 toy Parts of the World, ſucceſ- 
_ 4 * we, As di overed;, A due Collecti- 
eing made of all theſe and” ot hier 


ce crucified, is that which maketh the 


ay children of Men to be all of a Piece, 
© and one thin . in . eh another, Sid 
t 


ce CHRIST 
© God hath gathered Topetber all things 


- © Syſtem, Body, Fabricb, &. - 


18. N. 4 
L;pbr. 105 Ham 5e yiſt, the 
Cents er as it were wherein All. 5 $4 wr 
weve cobere and meet together. Sin bad 
TV. Be Nen 


by Creation, the Fall, the Law, the State 


| Conſiderations it will, appear, that tht 
« Doctrine of "CHRIST FESUS, and him 


« Diſpenſation of God towards the 


Mediator, | in whom 
* in One, Eph. I. 10. made it as one, 


Alt beſegrund Dip —— bor- 
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cauſed a dreadful Diſorder in the Orea | 


tion of God. Man himſelf was miſerably 
ſhattered, and all the Faculties of his Soul 
put out of Tune. The Creature was made 
ſubject to Vanity, in which fall'n Condition 


ſhe now groaneth, & endeavours to rid her- 
ſelf from the Bondage of Corruption. But 


things together in Chriſt, as the HEAD, 


> Y 


ſince God hath. been pleaſed to gather all 
tis ſrom hence plain, tis HE that ani- 
wateth and influenceth the whole Work 
of Reſtauration in its various Branches, 
Degrees, and ſucceſſive Operations; remo- 

ving at the ſame time Be Obſtacles as 
ebſtruft the bleſſed Union of Man with 


God, and of God with Man: By Him are 


reconciled all things, whether they be 
things in Earth, or things in Heaven: 
(e) For Man being nom, by the heinous Aſ. 
feftation of God's Sovereignty, become. an 
utter Enemy of God, (F) he is alſo at En- 
mity with all ſuch Angels a4 faithfully ad- 
bered to their Sovereign, and to the ori- 
inal Purity wherein they were created at 
ſt. All theſe Animoſities are now hap- 


and to other Men belonging to his Famil , 
1743 : \ C6 Ae „. XI 


J 5 | 
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(e) Col. I. 20. (t) Rom. VIII. 7. 


pily removed by the Blood. of Chriſt, and 
Man recanciled to God, to his. Angels, 
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wH C. XII. ,4l.theſa.vrarvellous. Tranſatti, 
aus make-up the:moſh eſſential Branches of: 
the Word of  Racongiliation, committed to 
fuch as are Ambaſſadors. for Chriſt : But 
hom little theſp things are known,. even by 
many of thoſe that pretend to be veſted 
with t hat Dignity, is too large a Subject 
1% be: 3nſiſted upon hene. As tbe End 


aſh Coba ant the Recovery of the di- 


Soul wit h God following it ; tis hut fit, all 
ben, % Ende avuurs and Labours of a Mini- 
wo for. of the Goſpel, ſhould have a dirett 
Tendenry tu ſ great 6 Work, For if this 
Eud be neg lect ed, then for certain the 
wii Terms of Retonciſiation offered by the 
1 be Lord on his behalf, will be neglected alſo,, 
de ¶ aud prove altagether fruitleſs at laſt. The 
140 Return of our Soul to Gad it not on ſo- 
de Term, a many: of our Chriſtians 
imag ine. Wer nom that Adam, aud in 
9 him all his Poſterityiit urned flat Rebels a- 
Y 0” Wl gainſt the Laws of. Creation. The longer 
People continuc in this rebellious Conditi- 

1 . „, the, blacker is the Guilt they contract, 

dt conſequently the greater it the Di-. 
240 ſtance het wi. vt God and tbem. Thes is thæ 
49? Wl Reaſon the Soul muſt undergo fo many 
XI. Operations, till ſhe attain: to 5 — End of 
the Goſpel at laſt, and hereby to- 4 ſaſe. 


8 © and 


vine Life, and the Reconciliation of our q 


eee er eel ).. 


6 


and ſue Revenieifiarion with) 6. But az 


the Diſpenſation of the aw, and of rhe 
Goſpel, are the two great Hinges on which 


real Chriftianity moveth; ſo their diſtintt i 


Effect, w. fuller appear frow n 
ene with the other. {LI 
§ XIII. The DPiſyenſution of t beine 
preliminary, preparatory, d introdo- 
Qory'to the Goſpel. The Difpenſation | of 
he Goſpel is opplitatery! of the divin 
Promiſes, and attually conferring that 
Grace which the Soul hungred after undis 
the Law. This is done by the Means & 
FAITH on Man's Side. By the Work 
he Law, Man arriveth to 4 ſpiruua 
Knowledge of Sin, ( for the Law is ſpl- 
ritual, Rom. VII. 14. and requireth ſpk 
ritual Duties ) that ſo: he may the more 
earneſtly lay hold on Chriſt repreſented 
in the 2 as the 3 of dur 
Breaches and Fulfiller of the Law. Under 
vhe Law, 4 Man is brought to 'a ſpiriruil 
Sorrow, Conſefſion, and Brokenneſs "if 
HFieart; that ſo he may rejebt Sin with the 
reater Abhorrency hereafter,” and reliſh 
he better the Love of God ſued abroad 
in the Heart under the Diſpenſation-of 
the Goſpel. Under the Law, his Mind 
is difquieted, and toſſed up and dewn by 
Var ous Doubts and Ferplexities z that le 


| * 

may value the better the Reſt promiſed 
e Goſpel, e —— 
the Days of Toii and Labour. The Laws 
by its ſpiritual Sonſe, ſtrips the Soul from 
any Reliance on eternal Things and Per- 
formances. The Goſpel cloaths him with 
the Garment of Salvation, and the Robe 
Shame and Confuſion, 48 not dar ing to 
lift up his Face to the Lord, bocauſe of his 
Tranſgreſſeons : But the Goſpel inſpireth 
him with a filial Confidence, and maketh 
him approach dhe Throne of Grace with 4 
holy Boldneſs: The Law arraigus him as 
an Offender before that divine Tribunal, 
which after. an impartial | ſcrutiny of all 
internal and external Actions, paſſeth the 
Sentence of Death upon him : But the 
Goſpe I. epping in, juſt ifieth. the Sinnen 
found guilty : IN declareth the Love of 
God towards repenting Sinners, and-bath 
the Judges Pardon i its. Hands. The 
Law diſoovers the corrupted Bent of the 
Heart : But the Goſpel: overcometh it. 
The Law repreſents 4 Man like a barren 
Tree, and threatens to deſtro him Root 
and Branch: But the Goſpel wgraft3 
him into CHRIST, wherein, as in a kind 
Soil, he brings forth Fruits of the Spirit. 
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ks Wü ns eden un lets | 
| pes 4 Sohool> aft cute, 
fa reigning undd cum, Penn 
1 — 42 CHN hegins to ba 
the free and vital Principle in the Saul. 
He that hath the Son, bath: Life; aud lu 
Bhathbath not — OLE ro Lift 
Y Aud ane ner ations af the Lan 
7 of. the Capel, italy. e 1. 
trinſically require d fox \eftablrſbings the 
Work of Converſion on 4 Eb 
len Foundation. 
g. XV. Aior her 1 bp Miſtake, of 


wor minding the End of i Chriſtian 
vn it the Neglect of rightly: Aktes 
ing betwixt divine. and humane Con- 
victions in matters of Religion. By Con- 
viction, I underſtand 4 . Impreſſin 
upon the Mud, evidenoing the qiuim 
Authority o e Reb gien, ani for- 
the Saul ag ain the Oppoſi tion 
1 2 r Tee, esd woe 
either nb frem the Spirit of G 
himſelf, and from his various Operations 
within the Soul 5 aud then they fall und 
he \Drnominatitu of divineGarnittiont: 
On, they art fetched from are nut iondl 
Directions, at from the Conſent of Au- 
tiquity, and the: Agreement of the Pri- 
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mitiveWriters, & of theCatholick Church 
in al Ages, from Councils, Confeſſions, 


whole Extent of Power and Authority 


are the Convittions Men receive from 
Parents, Maſters, Teachers in Churches 
and Schools, and from the Education 
they have mw thofe to. whoſe Care they 
are committed. To theſe may be added, 
the - Dignity and Greatneſs of eminent 
Men ; their Parts, Gifts, Learning, Elo- 
quence, and other Helps Men may ar- 
quire by their, own Induſtry. All theſe 
things beget nothing but humane Convi- 
Tons, and are deſtitute of a divine Light 
and Evidence. As the Stream doth not 
move above its Fountain- Head ;, ſo it can- 

jt be expefted theſe rational Diſcuſſions 

bould rife. above. the Principles whence 
they Jprizg- The Impreſſion they leave 

pon the Soul, is ſlight, uncertain, partial, 

and altogether 875 to compoſe the Mind 


N*vities, Errors aud Beluſions as are apt 
to beſet us on al. Hands. 
d. XVI. We know how all the Parties of 

Whriftendom: lay hold on alt theſe Preroga- 

5 | tives, 


Canons, Liturgies, Old Cuſtoms, and the 
Men may take upon them in matters of 


Religion. And then we may juſtly call*em 
humane Convictions. Of the ſame Weight 


in the midſt of fo mary Doubts and Per- 
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tives, and particularly that Church,where: 


* 


in humane Authority is raiſed to tod ems- 
nent a Pitch, and thoſe 2 adhere 18 
ele h bling Qhedience, Proteſtant 
therefore ought net to d welhen Evidence 
Tabel to ſo many n 1653, And at- 
gued pro and con h̊y the Favouxers of th 
ee Schemes and. Pit, Jef f 
enden, 1 fey, be ſhould e, Owl 
ende acquielcy ftr, Bur: gebe 
to prove em to a higher End- For ſome 
of the ſaid Evidence, though hüftane i 
themſelves, may yet proveifiredafer) reg 
Jublimer. and; moren divine .Convitt 10 
121 CIS 7TH I ps Vid og SHLD 
which. aongyig able ca fees the Mint fron 
Rx * {20 ? Na 3 AMS 
Doubts. a Pexplevettes,” „ „ 
. XVII. Asfor heleidivine Convitte 
ans they are only learnid in the School of th 
Spirit of God. They are only taſted by ſuch 
Souls as are duly qualified for receiving 
them. Theſe, taſte and ſee bow graciou 
God is, and are thereby infinity mor 
convinced of the Reality of the Chriſta 
Religion, than by any humane Inference! 
and Concluſions. They are made Pant altes 
of that Unitionmbich teaches al. thing 
can teach no. Bie. A tbe: Grp 158 Ga 
teacheth them to, deny 8 eſs al 
worldly: Luſts ; % it prepanarh them 
this firs Laſſmy10 dit, in rims, ths 
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ſallaner Myſteries of of Salvation. The ſe 


Convittions 7225 confined to 47 [64 Scho- 
lars, acute Realqueri, refined Wits, or 
Men of great Part and Reading. They — 


of an univerſal Extent. Hie «thr * 175 4 
mean Extraction hath. as great a R. 
them, as Men of the hig he Serien wi 
Gift which tntively-contes from \abiive, and 
diſplays i 1t ei 77 every Fe Jas byFaith 
and Repentance is m t to receive it. 
The Hiſtory'of the PrimitiveTimes abounds 
with the fn weeteſt Inſtances of ſuchMen,Was 
men and Children; as not anlyſoyf ally ſuf 
red the Loſs of their Goods, hut even 7. 
viced, to ſeal with their Blood, the Verity 
of theſe Conviftions. An illiterate Man, if 
he be furniſhed with theſe divine Convicti- 
ens, hath nobler Evidences af the TRUTH 
of the Chriſtian Religion, chan the greateſt 
Scholar deſtitute of this Teſtimony of the 
Spirit. It behoveth therefore a ſincerechri- 

ian to be more concerned about the ſuper- 
natural Convictions of the Spirit, than ſuch 
Demonſtrations as are barely fetched from 
Reaſon and natural Deductions: For tis 
the Spirit that beareth Witneſs, that 
the Spirit is Truth (5). 

XVIII. Another Miſtake 7 up 
rom too bode a FR der ation of the End 


(6) 1 john in V. 6. 
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of Chriſtian Religion, if the, overyaluing 


of rational Arguments, and the andervaluing of 
22 ones. This is the unha py Off eprong of 
che foregoing Miſtake, and miſt deſtruttive to thy 


Power of Religion. FESUS CHRIST, who ir the 


Aut bor of Religion himſelf, is alſo willing to pre. 
pagate it by bis Spirit, and to give moſt unex. 


ceptionable Proofs of | its, Preeminence, Reality 


end Dignity beyond any Religion in the World, 
There are Plenty of Promiſes, whereby the Lex 
3ngagerh lit Word, that the ſameSpirit,whojuu 
Spirrt of Truth, ſhall alſoguide us into ali Truth, 
ſhall teſtifie of Chriſt, glorifie him, and the 
Oeconomy of Salvation, whereof he is theAuthar, 
All theſe gracious Promiſes, and a great many 
more, relating to the Operations of the Spirit of 
God, are not confined to the firft Ages of the Ge 
ſpel, but are to attendtheChurchof Chriſt through 
all Apes and Revolutions, and under all inward 


and outward Trials and Temptations that can 


befal her. This inward Work, of the Spirit of 
God, conſpiring with the Teſtimony of Scripture, 
7s the ſafeſt Guard againſt all the Deluſions of 
the latter Times ; and the unerring Compaſi 
whereby to ſteer our Courſe in the midſt of the 
moſt dangerous Rocks and Waves, But as fally 
Man is now ſubj ect to all manner of Errors and 
Prejudices, ſo be hath the greater Reaſon to be 
upon his Guard, leſt be be drawn aſide either on 
the right Hand or on the left. Errors are then 
more pernicious, when they appear under a ſpi. 
ritual Diſguiſe, and ſlide into Peoples Mind 
under a Cover of Truth and Goodneſs, The) 
then become ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high 
Places, and are the more dangerous, the gap 

| Ie 


Operations of the divine Spirit, but to render us 


IX. The Reaſon why People adhere ſo much 
to rational Arguments concerning the Authority 
of the Chriſtian. Religion, inſtead of the Taſti- 
mony of the Spirit of God himſelf; is the Neglect 
of conſidering aright the END» of the Chriſtian - 
Religion. This conſiſts in a Recovery ebe ſpiri- 
ual Life, and is for that Purpoſe raiſed on ſpiri- 
ual Principles, as ly out of the Reach of humane 
Reaſon and Endeavour s. At leaſt muſt rational 


among the Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion. 
For the natural Man (that is, a Man adorned- 
with all Learning, Wit, Arts and Sciences hu- 
mane Endeavours, by all Study and Application, 
ay attain to) receiveth not the things of the 
Fyirit of Gods For the thingsof God, and the My 
eries of Salvation, knoweth no Man, but the - 
pirit of God himſelf, which ſearcheth all things, . 
ca, the deep things of God. And therefore it re- 
4ins, that ſpiritual and ſupernatural Myſteries, . 
uſt be ſearched into hy a ſpiritual Eye, that is, 
uch an Eye as by the Principle of Regeneration 
tatleaſt in ſome degree preportionad to the Ma- 
rims of Chriſtianity. All other Attempts will, .. 
without this, prove altogether fruitleſs, and be 
tent to noPurpoſe.in the Purſuit after Happineſs. a 
XX. The Treatiſe berg offered acheReader; : 
tains 4 Collection of - ſuth Thoughts as 
ave 4 9 the 15 and main Deſign of 
| 


e deeper 
4 


The PREFACE. xxiii”-- 
they ſeize on the interiour Regions of ebe Mind. 
But this ought not to make us caſt off. at all the: 


more watchful only,leſt we take in ſame counter-. 
wa rations,inſtead of real ſubſtantial ones, 
9.4 


Arguments be contented with a ſecondary Place 


the 


— 


xxiv The PREFACE. © 
t he Chriſtian Religion, & ſo Ethought the foregss 
_ Hint might help to illuſtrate ſome 

| 922 Meditations here annexed. For truh, if 
tbe ENDef Chriſtian Religion way but duly pon 
dered, abundance of Errors would then moſt hay- 
pily be avoided, andthe Means deſgned to com- 
Nui the End, would be more proportioned to the 
Endit ſelf. Many new-fangled Doctrines, which 
are a Stain to Chriſtianity, would die in their 
very Infancy. Many Strifes would be laid afide, 
and deemed as tov weak in a Matter of ſo great 

| an Importance as the END of Chriſtian Religi- 
on is. Falſe Enthuſiaſm, whereby the Means of 
Grace are undervalued,theStudy of the divine 
Scriptures neglected, and * hurried amg 
into Deluficns and Fancies, without the leaſt real 
Impreſſion, would he ſuppreſs'd. Fanaticiſm, o 


zoo tiff an Adhertncy to a peculiar Set of Forma 
lities, SaRgidiiꝝ to maintain all the PunAilios 


therecf with Might and Main, (which. is the 
proper Import F the Word Fanatick) would be 
reſtrained, and many other Advantages, tending 
to advance the Caufe of Religion, would be raap. 

ed fem ſo uſeful a Conſideration. | 5 
$. XXI. But to return to the following ſmal 
Trats ; the Reader is to know, that the Author 
publiſped ſome of em before, chiefly thoſe 
that relate to the Promotion of the Intereſt of 
the Church univerſal, and for this Reaſon con- 
rain moſt common Principles of Piety: The Pros 
dice wherecf be tbougbt the likelieſt way to re- 
eftabliſh Religion on a ſolid Foundation. As fu 
the MEDIT ATIONS in particular; the Paper 
left bythe Aut hot would have afforded Matter 
enough to have ſwelled the Book, into a far lar- 
= - 
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The PREFACE. xx» 
ger Size: But as they were ſet down. in ſeveral 
— I would publiſh no more ut preſent 
than thoſe the Author had writ in Enghth, ex- 
cept perhaps Two or Three I bave made Englith 
from another Language. | 
G. XXII. I do nos deſign to make any Apology, 
either for the ImmodiſÞhneſs of the File, or fome-. 
other Trips or Defects that may adhere to it. aa. 
Apologyof thisNature, I hui leekupon as 4 Pioce 
of over-efpciouſneſs in him that did publiſh a 
ſpiritual Book; and as 4 Piece of Fanity in the 
Reader, if he ſhould require is. A plain and e. 
perimental Trueh of Chriſtianity, ſtands in no 
need of borrowing Luſtre from the cold and lan- 
guid Inventions of Men. He that hath attain- 
ed an inward Guſt of the Work of Grace, is 
the only competent Fudge of the things of the 
Spirit of God, which will continue Fooliſhneſ> 
to them that periſh, in fpight of allthe fine Lan- 
guage wherewith Men may adorn. them. How- © 
ever, I have now and then taken the Freedom to: 
ſet ſome Paſſages in a clearer Light, by an Atl» 
dition Fa few Words; for no other End, thun 
to fit em thereby for the Capacity of the 
meaneſt Reader, The ſame Method F have ta- 
ken in reviſing his Projects about promoting 


Catbolick Piety among Chriſtians : fome Para. 


graphs whereof I have endeavoured to make 
flainer, by adding a few Hints from the Ma- 
nuſcripts of the Author, left tomy Diſpoſat at his 
Deceaſe.Not to mention other ſmall Alterations, 
plich I was obliged to make, in order to prepare 
the Book, as well as I could, for Publick View: 

XXII. I had once a Thought to have ſorted 
the Meditations into ſome Order, by reducing em 

e 40 


— 


ro their diſtinct Titles, er proper Head: Bur, ibm 
ſecond Thoughts, I waved this Piece of Nicety, and 
world rather leave em as an open Field, to the pre 
andfull View of rhe Reader, than hedge em up with. 
it any artificial Incloſures. A Field interſperſed with 
a Mingle and Variety of Flowers is now and they 
more pleaſing to the Eye, than à Garden cultivated 
by all the fine. Methods the Induſtry of Men i; 
„ͤ ‚ / TIT ONT 
F. XXIV. Moſt of theMeditations here preſentel to 
the Reader, have been penned by the Author in the 
midſt of his Travels, and ſo are the Product of ma- 
ny tireſome Steps he underwent fer the Good of his 
Fellow-Creatures, This appears from the Journal he 


kept for that Purpoſe: For having firſt [et down his 
Arrival to ſuch and ſuch a Place, with 8 few Cir- \ 


cumſtances relating to his outward Affairs; he gene- 


- rally ſubjoined a divine Meditation en a Paſſage 


of Scripture, or ſome or her practical Subject, ſugge= 
fed to him by the good Spirit of God. Which ſhows, 
that the common Fatigues and Incumbrances, inci. 
dent toſuch a Life, could. not divert his Mindfrom 


more ſerious Centemplations, or from the Purſuit f — 
_ thatONE thing neceſſary, ſo highly recommended in, B! 


thaboſpel of Chriſt. It may likewiſe cawvince us, 


that it is net impoſſible for # Chriſtian to enjoy an 


inwardCalnrty Tranquillity in the midſt of the or- Ml Th 
dinary trivial things of this World, and that the , 
Removal of the Body from worldly Noiſe, is not al. 
Ways the ſafeſt Means to obtain a quiet Serenity and 
Evenneſs of Spirit. ; | TI 


May the LORD, in his infuite Mercy, ſecond al 
our Enaeavo 75, by his S pi it, for tbe Increaſe of- 
his — upon Earth; for the Inlargement if: 
Chriſt's Kingdom among ws, and the Comfort and 
Edification ¶ his Children in the midſt of ſo many 
Diſerders and juſt Fudgments now beginning tu. 
gather over the Chriftian World : | __ 


by." 


MEDITATIONS 


UPON 


: e 


2 FROM THE 


[to 
| 


916 with a pi 


Who began td ſee the VaniTy 


of Worldly Enjoyments,whereof he - 
had a very great Share, and thought 
it neceſſary, by deſpiſing of 'em, to 
ſſecure the Intereſt of his Soul, while 
there was any Time left for it. 


Bleſſed are they that forſake the World fo for 
Heaven ; but more bleſſed are they that find 
Heaven before they go out of the World. 

There is no more Difference between Heaven, 
and the Kingdom of God, than there is be- 
tween Hell — the Ring dom of Darkneſs. 

Heaven conſiſts in Virtue, 22 TH and Light ; 

5 Hell conſiſts in Vice, Lies and Darkneſs, 

4% Saviour leads us the way to Heaven, and 

iſe of the Devil direfts People to Hell, 


nt F Le Reader may conſider which of theſe Two he 
And ad be ft fo follow. 
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HE nearer You are to Crown © 
and Scepter, the more Regard 
lou ought to have to Him whoſe Vice- 
rents Rjngs and Princes are. By © 
our Indifferency about Worldly Af 
airs, Providence hath diſpoſed You 
) deſpiſe the World, and to give your 
Fart to God, who hath unexpreſſi- 
We Hoppineſs and Contentment ready 
A'S for 


1 
4 
Mr 
BJ 
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iv The Epiſtle Dedica tory. 
for thoſe, that with am entire R eſgni. 


oe 


How comply oleh Bir WAL nn 
If the following Meditations have 
any ſuch Effect upon your Mind, as to 
ſtrengthen your Love to the Ruler of 
Hearts; He will never let Jou want 
thoſe Aﬀe#iont f the Pedple, whith 
t diftingwiſh an ſupport 4a Princt, 
j Greatneſs ; and I ſhall certainly ſee m 
1 Wiſhes and Ropes bf the Growth und 
q Cuntinuauce uf your Proſperity ful. 
| —_ : . 5 
Y When Jou ſeel the preſent Broils of 
Europe make way for great Change 
in Church and State; then belief 
that God will reſcue thoſe that fe 
love and truſt Him, and that Toa af 
One of the few great Ones, not to l 


* 4 Nn — — 
. . ; 
3 : 
* 


* . T 


2 


| | touched by the general Calamitic, 
4 which the unuſual Farthquakes an 
0 95 | 


other Signs of God's approach 
Anger do fore-bode. 
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MEDITATIONS 


UPON. 


RETIREMENT 


MAB A x 


H E World is an rake! 
ous Miftreſs, who makes 
.. thoſe moſt uneaſie that 
are fondeſt, of her. This 
hath induced ſeveral to prefer RE- 
TIREMENT. before Greatneſs and 
Splendor in the World, after they 
1 0 found the. Emptinefs of all thoſe 


2 41 A4. * things, 


5 MEDITATIONS 


things, which men commonly make 


their Idols: Providence having contri- 


ved it ſo wiſely, that, whoſoever hath 


a wrong Aim in point of Happineſs, 


is ſooner or later made ſenſible of his 


having miſſed the Mark. All the 


Miſchief cometh from miſplacing our 
Affections, and from not beſtowing a 
true value vpon the things we are 
in purſuit after. If we did but remem- 
ber the ſeeking firſt the Kingdom of Heas 


ven, we ſhonld ſoon find fulfilled the 


Al! things ſhall be added unto you © Since 
a hearty Concern for a future Life, 
would make us look with ſo much 
Contempt upon the Trifles of this 
World, that we would hardly ever 
diſquier our ſelves with'the Defire of 
any thing, that is not added to us al. 
ready. But ſuch a Reſignation to Pro- 


widence, requireth perhaps more Re- 


ligion, than is commonly met with 
mong Mer now adays. 


5 * 
- , 


However we all pretend to Reaſon, 
and thoſe that are not totally depri- 
ved of the right Uſe of Reaſon, will 
own, that they have an immortal Soul, 


and that conſequently the ſecuring E- 


ternity to the Soul, is not only the 


moſt important Buſineſs, but that 


With 


: WE RO TE IE ors 
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upen R ETIR EMENT. 7 


without the Hopes thereof, our Mind 
will not be free from grudgings, very 

| injurious to its Quiet and Content- 
went ; and which, whilſt they diſor- 
der the Mind, will alſo influence the 
Health of our Body very much. So 
that Reaſon ſhould tell every man, he: 
muſt look after Heaven if he will en- 
joy Happineſs on Earth, which can- 
not ſubſiſt, without Health i in the Bo- 
dy, and Tranquillity in the Mind: 
GOD's Goodneſs as well as Wiſdom 
having ordered it ſo, that the Tie of 
Body, Mind, and Soul, be ſo cloſely; 
united, that they -mutually ſhare inn 
one another's Intereſt. - 

An hearty Concern for the Soul will: 
on one hand: bring us to an Obſervance: 
of our Saviour's Rules, and a Practice 
of theſe Virtues, whereby both the 
Vigour of our Body, and the Content- 
ment of our Mind is promoted: And 
on the other, a due Management of the 
Body, according to the P ecepts of: 
Temperance > and Sobriety, will 
ſtrengthen our Underſtandiag alſo,. 
and enahle it to deſcry in Na'ure and 
Providence, thoſe glori us B:ams of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which cannot: 
but inflame our. Peſires of obtaining; 

| 4 4 the 


8. MEDITATIONS 


Mind may be hurried about with 


ſuch a Frame of Mind as doth not de- 


the Favour af that Infinite perfed | 
Being. And this Defire, if it be fin- 
cere and earneſt, is half Way towards 
our SouPs home. | 
This Conſideration alone- ſhould 
de enough, to keep rational Men 
from beſtowing any more Value upon 
the Goods and Pleaſures ofthis World, 
than is conſiſtent with-a- due Care of 
the next. Which if they did, they 
would not be weary of Earth. be- 
fore they are fitted for Heaven. And 0 
then even earthly Pleaſures of Body Ml \* 
a8 well as of Mind, would be more co 
real, more laſting, and more eaſily Pl. 
attained. They would not be at 
a loſs whete to find Reſt and Retire-- 
ment. For, in my Opinion, tis not 
changing of City or Court for the 
Country, wherein-a quiet Retirement: 
conſiſts: Becauſe ui, the greateſt So- 
litude and moſt concealed Receſs, our 


reſtleſs Paſſions, and anxious Deſires. 
Neither can the Noiſe of the City, 
nor the Hurry of the Court, diſcom- 
poſe a Temper well ſettled. But then 
I underſtand by a well-ſertled Temper, 


pend upon Uncertainties, but relieti 


—— O— 


don RETIREMENT. 9 
| intirely on GOD's Providence, which 
| deſigns nothing but Good for us. 
However. it cannot be denied, that 
every body is not ſtrong enough, 
do reſiſt the Temptations of City 
and Court, which too often wheedle 
nus into wrong and dangerous Courſes. 


* — — - — — 
7 MEDITATION Il. 
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INCE the Retirement, which is to 

ſet our Mind at Baſe, doth not 
conſiſt in the bare changing of the 
Place of our Abode; it ſeems to me, 
that the Secret of enjoying Quiet and 
Tranquillity of Mind, conſiſts only in 
wit hdrawing our #FE ART from any 
thing we are in Poſſeſſion of in this 
World. This is the way to hold Riches 
and Honour, nay, even that more va- 
luable Pleaſure of Friendſhip, without 
the Uneaſineſs of fearing to loſe 
them, or grieving for them, when 
they give us the Slip. It is a com- 
non Obſervation, that Sin and Folly 
differ but very little; and that the 
 MVViſdom of Providence hath put a 
de- trait Connexion between Six and Pu- 
eth Wie. So that whoſoever forgets 
„„ . 
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wo MEDITATIONS 
his Duty to his Creator to ſuch a De- 
| gree, as to lay him by for the Crea- 
ture, and to-beſtow upon the Crea- 
ture thoſe AﬀeRions which were 
due only to the Creator; that Per- 
ſon, 1 ſay, muſt needs expoſe him- 
ſelf to a great many Inconveniencies, 
which, by God's unchangeable Lay, 
will pnavoidably attend the commit- 
ting of ſuch a. Sin and Folly. 
Wee daily fee, that wiſe Men make 
- themſelves ridiculous about theſe 
worldly Objects, which they - moſt 
dote upon; and never make a worſe 
Uſe of their Underſtanding, than 
when they are huſied about the things 
they love beſt: LO E as well as 
other Paſſions. leading commonly 
their Miſtreſs, the RE ASON, by the 
Noſe. The Proverb, Love is blind, is 
of a far larger Extent, than to be un- 
derſtood only of admiring a Woman, 
For we fee Parents, fond of their 
Children, not only overvalue their 
Parts, but by too much Indulgence 
to the Humour of their Children, 
xpoſe themſelves to the juſt Cen- 
ſures of diſcreet and impartial Per- 
ſons. We meet with bockiſh Men, 


oye vp with fome Philological Re- 
mails 


* 


won RETTREMENT. 11 
marks on old Authors, that are hiſ- 


| ſed at by Meu Of Scuie, as eng of 


no Uſe either to Church or State. 


| Both Children and Books are undoubt- 


edly as harmleſs Objects of our Fan- 


cy a$-AilY-z and yet when our Heart 


is. ſet upon them, they. eafily- betray - 


| our Folly, and bring no leſs an In- 


nj = upon us, than the leſſen- 
jag of our Reputation, by having: 


| our Judgment; called in Queſtion». 


As an irrational Love of: ſenſual? 
Pleaſures, Money and Fame is more 
criminal, ſo it is attended with a Pu, 
niſn ment more real, than the bare. 
Loſs of the good Opinion of Men of 
Senſe. I do not ſpeak only of Men: 


that pur ſue thoſe things by commit 


ting the moſt. provoking; Sins, but: 
even 45 thoſe that hunt after them,, 
io a Caurſe - ſeemingly | honeſt. An 
Man may, endeavour. to grow: rich, 
without robbigg and cheating: A. 
nother may 125 


Greatneſs, without flandering or-ſup-- 


| plantiag, his Neighbour: And yet: 


boch theſe Men ill find themſelves : 
miſtaken at the long run, if they» 
make this their chief End and Buſine s. 
And therefore. it is a Mercy of God, 
wheay 


r at-Preferment-and} 


* 


ment of Plenty and Greatneſs ſecure 


cerns. 


FTruſt in God, which makes Proſpe- 


Croſſes ſeem to overballance too 
much our Comforts; this fort of Re- 
tirement will make us amends for all 


12.5 ME DTATTO VS 
when he ſhews them their Error, nd 


directs them to look more after that 
which alone muſt render the Enjoy- 


and comfortable. This cannot be 
obtained, unleſs a Body be ſure of 
God's Favour and Support. But then 
*tis not probable, that God Almighty 
1:ould afford a Man ſo great a Bleſ-- 
ſin»; unleſs he thinks it worth the 
longing for it 3 which he is not like 
to do, as long as his Mind chiefly 
runs upon worldly Things and Con- 


Wherefore I conclude, thut wa 
drawing ow HE ART from worldly 
Things, is the true Retirement, leading 
vs to Calmneſs of Mind, and keeping 
us from being diſturbed. in the City 
and Court, as well as in the Cduntry. 
Nay, it will beget that Love and 


rity the more comfortable, and Ad- 
verſity the leſs uneaſie: And when our 


by a promiſing Proſpe& of our fu- 
ture 3 1 | 
ME 


4 RETIRE MENT. 15 


MEDITATION III. 
T is, 1 muſt confeſs, not ſo very i 
eaſie, to withdraw our Heart from 1 


the World; for it is hard to blot out 
the Impreſſions made upon our Minds 
in younger Vears. One that always 
heard People admired for a great E- 
ſtate, for a ſplendid Houſe-keeping, 
and magnificent Furniture and Reti- 
nue, will be back ward to believe, that 
all thoſe Things ſignifie nothing, and 
are not worth our ſeeking them. We 
hear great Men ſo often reckoned 
among the Fortunate; and we of- 
ten ſee ſo very many Ad vantages of 
power, that we cannot help our being 
almoſt betrayed into Ambition. Nay, 
when bountiful Nature hath beſtow- 
ed ſo good an. Underſtanding upon 
us, as to be convinced, that Wealth 
and Greatneſs are very empty things || 
without Contentedneſs of Mind, "i 
mere is ſtill one Object left, from 
rhich *tis hardeſt of all to withdraw 
he Heart: and that is, We our ſelves. | 
The wiſe Author of Nature hath 1 
implanted in us a Love of our Being, 
bat we might ſeek to preſerve and 
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uy MEDITATIONS 
'þ to improve it. And there is no Que. 
ſtion to. he made, but that it would: 


Þ ſtand us in very great ſtead, if we 
4 loved our ſelves with a due Regard 10 
| our glorious Maler: For it is more 


than probable, that our Being may 
de improved by him, who ſo artifici- 
ally contrived it. But when we lay 
1 HI Maſide, and perhaps do every thing 
to affront him into the Bargain; it is 
no Wonder he ſhould revenge ſo baſe 
an Ingratitude, by ſuffering our Self- 
Love to be a blind Guide unto us. 
This perverſe Sei- Love begets that 
Uncharitableneſs and Envy, from 
whence ſprings. all the Strife and Fa- 
Qion which ſo vifibly diſturbs both 
publick and private Affairs. It-in- 
toxicates us with a Conceit of and Re- 
liance upon our own Jedgment, that 
we will hardly allow. any Body to be 
in the Right but our ſelves, making 
commonly very ungrateful Requitab iſ <« 
to thoſe that offer to ſhew us ont I 76; 
Miſtakes. In one Word: Self-Love is oy; 
the Root of Pride, which» is ſo crimi-M ore 
nal a Qualification, that it tur ned H ord. 
Lucifer out of Heaven. 7 3 Pong 
The inlightened Author of Th Mobg 
Whole Duty of Man makes very 705 then 
e 
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Remarks upon this Subject. Nor can 


it be denied, that the greater the 
thing is, which we are proud of, the 
greater is the Sin committed, and con- 
ſequently the Fall too, which gene- 
rally attends Pride and Self. Love. 
The Miſchief we do by being pleaſed 
with our own Perſon, is not ſo great, 
as when we think our Judgment in- 
fallible. Our being puffed up with a 
vain Conceit of Saintſhip, is worſe 
ſtill, and very often occaſions thoſe 
falſe Lights, whereby many a poor 
Soul is led away into Precipices. The 
Reaſon ſeems to be, that Pride hath 
Ingratitude towards God at the Bot- 
tom: For the proud Man doth not 
reflect upon his holding every thing 
of God Almighty. And the greater 
his Gifts are, the greater is his In- 
gratitude, when he aſcribes them to 
kimſeitꝛĩẽ = 
Since then Self-Love is ſo dange- 
rous, and yet ſo natural to us; we 
ouzht to ſtrive againſt ir with the 
greater Care and Watchfulneſs, in 
order to break our ſelves of this 
Fondnefs of S EL F, the laſt and moſt 
obſtinate Enemy to overcome. But 
o!Mthen none is ſeuſible of the Power of 
. Lhis 
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this Enemy, but he who would faig 
enjoy. that quiet Retirement, where. 
ja we ſhall not be diſpleaſed with 
any thing, but what diſpleaſes God 
Almighty himſ elf. 


W R . 3 
; 
# 


. 
* 
1 
i 
— 
[ 
4 
5 
1 
7 | " 
- Fa 
<> A 


MEDITATION IV. 


OUCH: a Diſingagement of our 
Hearts from all worldly Affecti- 
ons fits us for that Love whereby we 
endear our ſelves to God, and re-. 
ceive reciprocal Returns from him. 
This will bring us in time to ſo 
much Experience of his Mercy, that 
we never de ſpond, even under the 
worſt Circumſtances, but learn to 


bear the hardeſt Lot of his Provi. 


dence without Reluctancy. It would 
be ſtrange, if God Almighty, who 


hath given us innumerable Proofs of 


his Goodneſs, ſhoutd look with In- 
differency upon thoſe, that endeavour 
to anſwer his Deſign in creating of 
Man, and endowing him with Rea- 
fon and Underſtanding. If we think 
we have a ſufficieut Cauſe to leſſen 


our Kindneſs towards a Perſon; 


which 


my RETIREMENT. 17 


which doth loye another beſides; us: 
How can we imagine, that that infi- 
nite Being ſhould take it well at our 
Hands, when we ſo kindly entertain 
ſome deſpicable Rivals beſides him? 
Many pious Perſons hold, that God 
created Man only to be 4 Witneſs of. his 
Wonders, viz, to, admire and enjoy 
the Beauty of the whole Creation; 
and, after Man had by his. Ingratitude 
orleited ſo great a Happineſs, and 


niſnment upon him, which hath 
made his Poſterity ſmart ever ſince; 
et that God even then was pleaſed 
o give ſtill a greater Proof of his 
Love, in pitying Man's deplorable 
ondition, and providing a moſt ad- 
mirable Means for his Relief. What 
is not ſuch, an infinite Goodneſs like 
o do for one, who is ſenſible of ſo. 
nſpeakable a Mercy, and with a due 
\cknowledgment. of his own Un- 
vorthineſs, makes it his utmoſt Care 
0 pleaſe the Creator, or to anſwer 
he End of his Creation and Redem-, 
tion? If we make never ſo few 


e takes with us, we will ſoon find, 


hat he even courts us by all the 
Me- 


1 


by Diſobedience brought that ſad pu- 


briſtian Reflex ions upon the Courſe. 


18 MEDITATIONS © 
Methods imaginable, in order to gain 
our Heart: And when they do not 
prevail, he imbitters the Enjoyment 
of thoſe very things which are apt 
to ſteal] in up1n us, and to withdraw 
our Hearts from him. 
He doth not deſerve ſo great a Fa. 
vour as Aſfiction, that doth not look 
upon it as a Deſign of God Almigh- 
ty, to wean xs thereby from thoſe 
things which rendered ys treache- 
rous to him. Our Mind will needs 
have ſomething chiefly to delight! in er 
and to pleaſe it felf with. Nou U 
what O-c⁴ dt ſoever it inclines to, at th 
this it will graſp cloſer and cloſer il ſec 
every Day. If it bend towards the to 
World, it will there intangle it ſelf W 
faſter and faſter, and conſequently Watt 
remove farther and farther from vs 
God. But if the Mind be once fixedMthi 


= upon God, it will deſpiſe the Worli'wh 


more and more, and delight in no. Hin 
thing at laſt but in God and Heaven, Was / 
The more our Love tends this Way Hand 
the more our Expectations ſeeking 
after Happineſs, will be anſwered 
This Love will, by degrees, bring 


us to. ſo. firm a Union with God, * 
e 
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the fierceſt Temptation ſhall not tear 
us from him. "2 . 


to him, he gives us an Aſſurance of 
will be able to ſhake us, or to grieve 


us. At length we ſhall attain to ſuch 
| an Intimacy with him, as to have no 


g- cher Will but his, and with an entire 
of MW Reſignation to bear his Diſpoſals. And 
he- tis then we begin to ſee Wonders of 
eds Viſdom, Goodneſs, Mercy and Fuftice, 
rin even in thoſe Events, which the 
World thinks meer Chance. We ſhall 


then be convinced, that the more we 
ſeek Heaven, the more we are like 
to find Happineſs even upon Earth: 
Whereas our ſeeking for and purſuing 
after the Trifles of the Earth, makes 
vs loſe Heaven it ſelf, and doth no- 
thing but trouble and imbroil us 
whilſt we are upon Earth. So that 
in my Opinion, it is Prudence as well 
as Religion, to give our Heart to God, 
and not to the World: For then 1 
am ſure, the Vanity of the World will 
never make us uneaſie; nay, we ſhall 
then be freed from thoſe puzling 
Wocarches where to find that Tran- 


which 


When God once finds us but true 


his being true to us, and then nothing 


quillity and Chearfulneſs of Mind, 


20 'MEDITATIONS... 
which may ſweeten our Life whilſt we 
aro here, and give us a Foretaſt of that 
which we are to enjoy hereafter. 


—— 


een 
MEDiTATION V. 


T EST any Body ſhould think theſe 

Notions . £0..: be inſignificant 
Whims of my own Brain; 1 adviſe 
to examine impartially whether they 
be not agreeable to what was ſaid 
before by one, . whoſe. Wiſdom: and 
Truth no Chriſtian can have an Ex- 
ception againſt. There is ſcarce. a+ 
nother Senſe to be given to thoſe 
Words of our Saviour's Apoſtle, 
whereby he declares, That the Love 
ef the Father is not in us, as long as we 
love the World. But if People will 
not mind the Doctrine of the Lord, 
how can they wonder at their not 
finding the Truth and Benefit of it? 
Withdrawing our Heart from the 


World, and giving it to God, ſup- 


poſeth an entire forſaking of every 
thing oppoſite to the divine Love; 
and then we have the Promiſe of an 

Hundredfold's Recompence attend. 
1 | | | 105 
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ing us. But no Body is like to gain 
a happy Experience of this Truth, 
that doth not think it worth While 
to make à Trial of it. Tho' I am 


of Opinion, the T ruth of this mat- 


ter will be called in queſtion' by no 


| Body, who'owns the Bible to contain 


the Word of God. 


The Number indeed of thoſe is ve⸗ | 


ry great, who think it beneath em 
to ſubmit their Underſtanding to the 
Wiſdom of God. Not to ſpeak of 


thoſe who count David a- Fool, for 


calling thoſe Fools, who fay in their 


Heart: There is no Cod. But as theſe 
Meditations are deſigned only for the 


Improvement of real Chriſtianity; 
ſo I don't think it worth while to 20 
about confuting fuch Errors. I dare 
aſſure my ſelf, that any Perſon, who 


will earneſtly endeavour for Chriſt's 


Sake to forſake his Life, will, by God's 


Bleſſing, find a far better one. As 


we have not yet been in the other 


World, we can ſpeak but little by Ex- 
perience of what we may expect there. 
But this I know for certain, that the 
forſaking of thoſe Courſes, which ſet 


us more and more at a greater Di- 
tance from God, will, by degrees, 


bring 


dy to grant the Deſires of thoſe that 
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22 MEDITATIONS 

briag us to a Life even here on Earth, 
which is not only free from Diſquiet 
and Fear, but wherein alſo natural 
Pleaſures are eaſie, and yet the 
Thought of their Loſs pleaſant too. 
I ſhall never be perſwaded to em- 
brace the ſottiſh Conceit of thoſe, that 
ſuppoſe all the Pleaſures of the Body, 
to be nothing elſe but, Srares and 
Trials for the Soul, and the more ſpi- 
ritual Part; and upon that account 

deny their Bodies not only Recreati- 
on, but Neceſſaries alſo. It is too 

low a Fancy to imagine, that fo in- 

finite a Goodneſs, as that of the Al- 
mighty, can take Delight in making 

us uneaſie: And I have Reaſon to 
believe, that the boundleſs Liberality 
of the Creator deſireth nothing of 
us, but an humble and grateful En- 
joyment of what is giuen; 5 


eing ſo rea- 


love him, that they can ſcarce thank 
him for one Mercy recei, a; but there 
is another and a more conſiderable 
one to be beſtowed on them. Tho' at 
the ſame time I am afraid, there are 
not over many that have an experi- 
mental Senſe of this Matter; ſince 
there are fo few, that think it worth 
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while, by a hearty Contempt of the 


orld, to endeavour after a little 
nore familiar Acquaintance with 


* od's Goodneſs than what is uſual. 
o. 4s theſe Meditations are not fit 
m. For ſuch as had rather live like Beaſts 
hat ban Men; ſo thoſe that pay ſome 
dy, eſpect to Reafon and Chriſtianity, 


will be backward T0 condom me too 
aſhly for an Enthuſiaſt, eſpecially if 
pr hey would dt nor meaſure other 
deoples Corn by their ow]nBuſhel. They 
ill rather humbly ſuppoſe, that their 
wa Experience is no ſufficient Teſt 
Al. ff all heavenly Operations, and that 
hey may be exceeded as well in 
Virtue as In Vice by others; conſe- 
nvently,- that they muſt not think 
of Wiemſelves in Poſſeſſion of too great 
i Share of thoſe Bleſſings, which are 
, Fromiſed to Virtue and Piety, in this 
hat ife as well as in the next. 
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MzDTTaTiox VI. 


| His new The, which, withed 

1 any Paradox may be called th 
Beginning of the Eternal Life, is ſo uy 
ſpeakable a Happineſs, that no Body 
ought to ſtick at readily for Eh 
the old corrupted Life on its account 
St. Paul had ſo contemptible an Of 
nion of this, that he did not -think 
it worth the Name of Liſe, when 
deſired to be delivered of the Bod) 
Death. Any ſolid Chriſtian a 
give ſo far an experimental Deſcript 
on of it, that it puts a happy Perio 
to the unfortunate Jarriags betwee 
the Paſſiovs, Reaſon and Faith; whit! 
moſt deſperately diſturb a Man i 
the old Life. Whereas all the F. 
culties of our Mind do in the ner 
Life moſt wonderfully conſpire, an 
move in ſuch a ſweet Harmony, thi 
Reaſon will command the Appetit 
and Paſſions, with ſo abſolute andy: 
ſo indulgent a Sway, that both 4p 
tite and Paſſions afford nothing b 
Pleaſure, and ſuch a Pleaſure too, 
leaves no Sting or Remorſe behind 
but even increaſeth as the Enjoy mei 
it ſelf increaſeth. ; Rea 
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| Reaſor, on the other hand, acts with 
that humble Regard to the” divine 


Wl Majeſty, from hence it hath its Riſe, 
bout that it willingly ſubmits to 'FAITYH, 
the and to all the unſearchable Myſteries 
un and Diſpenſations of God, far above 
Bodi any Underſtanding, darkened by the 
kia general Corruption of Mankind. 
oun However, the more we endea vour by 
Op the Grace of God to ſhake off that 
thin Corruption, the more will alſo this 
en Veil of Ignorance, hanging over the 


ody Eyes of our Underſtanding, fall off; 
eil and then we ſhall be enabled to ſee, 
rip?) degrees, that Faith is no intollera- 
rio ble Miſtreſs to Neaſon, but that the 
eel Perfection of Reaſon conſiſts in ſub- 
which mitting to the divine Truth, and to 
an | the Reality of divine Myſteries. oe 

e Fall. lt is true, it would be great Pre- 
- neifumption in any Man to attempꝛ by 
e, anl his own Forces the Recovery of that 
„ thi 3 which was forfeited by 
ſppeti e firſt Man's Ingratitude: But ſince 
nd y od's infinite Mercy hath provided 


1 Ap Mediator for our Reſtauration, it Fi 
ng bi . the greateſt Wonder to me, that | 
too, "© can be ſuch Wretches, as will {| 
Jchin{-5!<t and mock that, for which no 
y men mane Tongüe or Underſtanding {| 
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Since then eternal kate ern let 
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upon RETIREMENT. 27 
ſumming up and deſcribing the Love- | 
lineſs and Uſefulneſs, of - thoſe Vir- 
tues. He that practiſes em, is the 
only Man that ..keepeth. Chriſt's Com- 
mand ments. And this Practice the 
Lord taketh as a Sign of our Belief 
in, and Love of Chriſt , for which 
he promiſeth that ,inexpreſlible Re- 
| ward, that God will love us, come to ug, 
make his Abode with, and manifeſt 
himſelf unto us, John XIV. 

Thoſe that think our Saviour too 
plain in Apcommending of . theſe 
Virtues, may read the Whole Duty of 
Man, where. they are treated of more 
met hodically, and in a Stile more ſuit- 
able to the Temper of the Times. 
But I am afraid, there is now ſuch 
a prond ſtubborn Generation ' in 
the World, as would hardly haye 
Patience to bear oge talk of 
God's Mill, tho he ſhould comply 
with all the Faſhions, of the World, 
that are not directly oppolite to the 
Will of God. For fince ſich a one 

uſt needs appear among the Wick- 
ed, and comply in ſome things, Peo- 

le would, by reaſon of this very 

ompliance, think him as far from 

delng a Prophet, as they thought the 
: EG S113 Pro- 
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28 MEDITATIONS: 
Prophets of old to be, by Reaſon of 
the Auſterity of their Manners, nd 
their utter Abhorrency of the Faſhions 
of the World. But God will con: 
found at laſt the vain Coaceit of the 
World, together with all her Shifts 
and Evaſtons, by not ' confining his 
Providence to the Notions of hy- 
mane Wiſdom. ' e! 


* | 1 1 
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MEDITATION VII. 


E damned Pride of humane 
Wiſdom is indeed come to 
that paſs, that People will hardly al- 
low the Almighty's Prerogative, by his 
uncontronlable Providence to goveri 
this World. We have a daily Ex: 
perience of God's diſappointing, the 
Subtlety of Mens Deſigns, and 
of embroiling but more the ſeeming 
Succeſs of the crafty, which his ut 
ſearchable Counſel permits ſome- 
times. And yet we are generally i 
far from reflecting more upon God 
Wiſdom, than upon our own. Brall 
that we fancy we are able to baſlt 
the Diſpoſal of an infinite * 
| g li 


/ 
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But the Lord, I think, hath connived 
long enough at the Boldneſs of Men, 
in order to convince em of his Er 


1 of 
and 
ions 


:on- WF traordinary Mercy, and to keep em 
the Wl from thinking thoſe Judgments too 
nifts ſevere, which, it ſeems, begin to come 


his 
hu- 


upon Earth, and which will fall hea- 
vy enough upon thoſe who have 
bitherto laughed at the Threatnings 
| of God's Word, aud put away far 
from em the evil Day. 

It is not my Task, by theſe Medita- 
tions, to explain the firſt Part of the 
Lord's-Prayer, and to determine in 


what Way and Manner, and how 
e to ſoon here upon Earth, as well as ia 
Ly al. Heaven, God's Name is to be hallowed, 
y hl God's Kingdom to conm, and God's Wil | 
ern to be done. Thoſe that mind our Sa- 
Ex- viour's Exhortation, will not neglect 
g tie to endeavour to be in a Readineſs for 
and it at all Times. The Word of God 
ming abounds with ſuch Paſſages as may 
is ul convince an impartial Obſerver of the 
ſome · various Diſpenſations of God, that 
| 7 Goodneſs will triumph at laſt over Miel 


edneſs, and the Kingdom of Darkneſs 
be brought -to a happy Period, tho? 
after many Strifes and Revolutions 
on both Sides. 
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was no need of our Saviour's warning 


But Great God, have Thou in thy it 
finite Mercy 4 tender Compaſſion of. tiy 
poor People in this laſt and moſt fur 

5 A aul. 


But I perceive there is fcarce any 
more Notice taken of fuch glorions 
Promiſes on one, and of the Approach 
of ſevere Judgments on the other 
Hand, than there was in the Days of 
Noah before the Deluge. It is an un- 
accountable thing, that eren thoſe 
who own the Bible to come from 
God, fhovld leſs reflect upon what 
is contained in it abont an univerſal 
Reign of Juftice, Peace and Joy; than 
upon the Tricks of the Devil to turn 
that Reign into Ridicule by the ſot- 
tiſh Notions of ſome carnal Milee- 
narians and falſe Enthuſiaſts, We 
are undoubtedly too preſumptuous 
of our ſelves, if we ſuppoſe there 


againſt the fiercenefs and Deluſions 
of the Devil in the latter times. But 
the Doctrine of our Saviour is grow! | 
ſo deſpicable with the far greater 
part in theſe Days, that it is thought 
below a Wit, either to hold, that 
our Saviour is God, or to believe that 
there is a Devil. | 
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Alt of the great Adverſary of Souls . 
| Hear the Sighs of thoſe that feel his Tem- 
tations, and groan under his Tyranny. 
| Thoſe that fear thee prepare more and 
more for thy glorious Appearance, which 
thou wilt ſhortly make, to avenge the 


Strengthen the Faith of thoſe thou think- 
eſt fit to bring to the fiery Trial, and do 
not defer long, mercifully to fulfil thy 
Decrees about every one of us, for our 
Redeemer's Sake! | 
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Scorn offered by Men to thy only Son. 
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| MEDITATIONS | 


% 
a a 


.- WoW" 
© Wl Divers Spiritual SUBJECTS; 
| Tending to promote the 


Inward LirE of FAITH, 
| ans ws © 
Practice of PIE 1 


Attendin g it. 


8 


Dr. More Myſt. of Godlin. 

A true Member of Chriſt ean no more ceaſe 
from pleaſing and enjoying himſelf in the 
Senſe and Conſcience of his divine Life, 
and the Reſults thereof, all boly and be- 

 ecming Actions; than the natural Man can 

ceaſe from the Enjoyments of the Body, the” 
be knows er'e long his Body ſbal afford him 

no more Enjoywents. „„ 

ow much the Enjoyments of this preſent 

Life are diminiſhed, the more the Chri- 

ſtian's Thwghts are caſt upon thoſe tha, 


tie to come, © | 
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T is a steat -Gondeſcention of 
God Almighty to make Uſe of 
ſo weak Inſtruments; as Aen in the 
eſtabliſhing! of his Kingdom. It is 


no ſmall, Joy and Honour to thoſe 
-\, Mr hom he em ployeth,-. But what Love 
Nis it in our Saviour, to own, as done 


„ 00 HIM, that Ser vice, whereby we 
Ja advantage our Brother; z nay, which is 
„ nore, bur ſelves? Tie meaner la- ||| 
55 Th ſtruments God uſeth; the more ap- | 
+ + {pears his Glory: through them, and | 


onfounds the. e of the ö 
orld. Hs | | 
ny v.21 

| 

| 
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II. 


If a Man made a due Reflection 


both upon the Deliveries out of Tem- 
Ptations, and upon being overcome by 
them ; then the firſt would fill bim 
with Thanks and Hopes, and the 
laſt would make him humble and 
watchful. I believe it is for want of 
Thankfulnefs, after we have been de- 
livered out 'of Trouble, that God 
withdraws his Hand, and lets us 
ink again. | | | | 


If God's Spirit by his Operation 


upon our Soul perpetually rejoiced 
and inlightened us, we might aſcribe 


that happy State and the Effects 


thereof to our own Being: Where- 
as by withdrawing ſometimes his 
Countenance, we are made ſenſible 
what a ſad dark Nothing we are, if 


left to our ſelves. Nor could we fee 
that incomprehenſible Condeſcention 
of God's Love to us-ward, if we were 


not thoroughly convinced of our 
Undeſervedũeſs. Our Duty conſiſts, 
3 ä (1. ) Care- 


o Ee. 


bj © mos 


— 
— = 


upon divers Subjects. 37 
(1.) Carefully to avoid giving Him 


 Wca/ to FR : Grieve not the 
„h Spirit of God, Eph. IV. 30. (2.)- 
on When our Mind is dark and over- 
m- caſt, think it a Piſtreſs, and cry to 
by him that can deliver. -,(3.) Think on 
im Wl Deliveries,paſt, and truſt to him that 
the | 


is of no Changing Tempe. 


nd dn wa 

of + ..4 Mot; 

de- 3 5 ned ons 
30d WW If God honoureth me, it is no 


great matter if all the World beſides 
deſpiſe me : And if God deſpiſeth me, 

F is no great matter if all the World 
ſhould honour me. It is no ſmall 
Honour if he owns me to be his 

| Child. This is then moſt effectually 
done, when the Glory of bis only Son 
is diſplayed in me, and my Sout 
ſtript of the deviliſh Dreſs of Diſ- 
obedience, and baſe-loving the World, 
Darkneſs, and my ſelf, being inſtead 
thereof adorned with Holineſs, Righ- 
reouſneſs, and Truth, which are ohtain- 
able in my Beloved, _. | 
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r 
if if Uſe det ettrinities this N bp bete 
ſion of our outward Sènſes, it is 10 
Wonder the Depravation of our ins 
ward” Senſes, ſtreugthened by C. 
ſtom, ſhould betray us into fo many 
Errors. What we ſee in a Looking- 
Glaſs ſeems to be fo far behind the 
Looking-Glaſs, as it is before it; be- 
cauſe our Eye is uſed to ſee always in 
4 ſtreiglit Line forward: So likewiſe 
our Mind judges rather . 8 
Than by 7 5 ” 
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VI. 


A gert dy fancy they ti 
Obrift, and nevertheleſs are fo fat 
from having eternal. Life, that they 

© are neither in the Hopes of, nor in 

the Way to it, Some call knowing of 

a Man, when' they have ſeen his Bo- 

dy, without conſidering that the Soul 

is the main part of the Man. Thoſe 

IM that have an experimental Knowledge 
| 


of that Light and Truth, which 
Chriſt imparts unto the Soul, may be 


aid to tom him. Herein conſiſts an 
1 | ",. 


| anon "dboere ei: 60 


Man, when he was created in God's 
Image. When David reflected upon 
it, he found that our Life was but a 
Death and a Pit without it; and his 
Soul was ſtruck with Terror and An- 


89 
* 
4 


ways in his Thoughts, as the-SPRING, 
PATTERN, and AIM of all his Acti- 
ons. The more we live to our ſelves, 
the more we intangle our ſelves in 
Corruption, Diſquiet and Miſery: 


The more we deny our ſelves, and en- 
dearour to live to God, the more we 
know enjoy Comfort and Happineſs, by 


joyment of his own Glory, when he 
makes his Servants Partakers of it: 
Which is Proof enough that Selfiſh- 


Soul Ne,, is a Principle oppoſite to God's 
hoſe Nature. And ſhould we think much 
edge ef devoting our whole ſilly Life, to 
bick Nhe glorifying of him, who hath ſuch 
y be ropenſion as well as Power, to glori- 
that Bi * thoſe again that ſeek his Glory on- 


J: VIII. 


— — 


real Life, which was deſigned unto 


oY * 


The true Chriſtian hath Chriſt al- 


pleaſing that incomprehenſible boun- 
tiful Maſter, who reckons it an En- 


” 
— — —— —— — — 
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is not only of excgeding great Com. 


or leſs, as the Eyes of their Under. 


fidels, and the very Slaves of - Dark: 


trained up in the ways that tend 


neſs and Power of the Creator in the 


% ee 
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0 bi be vun. Wh jo 
Cbriſt's Image in the Soul of Mat 


* be: * * 


fort to him, that by Heaven's Favour 
is dignified 9 —— Far Hut it wih 
even ok beautiful to others, more 


ſtanding are opened to ſee it. There 
are Inſtances of its having command- 
ed Awe and Reſpect, even from ln. 


neſs. What noble Effects might not 
we hope, if a due Care in our Schools 
and Education was had, and Youth 


8 . 
<wuk hp > oa Lond > AY oa oe OOO 


to the attaining-of that Happineſs? 
Of what Eſteem and Value would 
ſuch meren ten be in the remo- } 
teſt Countries? P 


X. 


2 


There is more Wiſdom, Goods 


common Courſe of Nature, than in a-' 
ny Miracle, whereby he ſuſpends or 
changes the Courſe of Nature. The 
reſtoring of a dead Man to Life, doth: 

| , noi 


— 


port divers Subjects 47 9 4r 


F W ving conſtantly Life by 2 continua! 
; Courſe of Nature in Generation and 


uſtentation. It is an unexpreſſible 
e changeth the Frame of Nature, in 


of him, as will take no Notice of 
the perpetual and ordinary Inſtances 
of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Pow- 
er. If we ſaw a Grape grow on a 


at it. And yet this would not be 
comparable at all, to the Seed it ſelf 
pid in a Pear, which has in it the 
whole Nature of the Tree, the Root, 
ruit, Branches, and Leaves: All 


eſs) {Which it is able to produce in time. 
duld f this Reflection be applied to the 
o- iritual Seed in us, how will it diſ- 


f * the Glory of him that works all 
go all? = i ee 


. DIY 
” Y £7 
; 2 
* 
© * 


)0d- | 8 | A 8 . * = . 
the [t ſeems God's Mercy and Glory is 
1 a- e more manifeſted, when he raifes 
sor 28410 after Sin hath flung us. Be- 


ves, it is the greater Shame to the 
Peril, when he is diſappointed in the 
eee midſt 


Jot ſcem to me ſo wonderful, as gi- 


ondeſcention of the Creator, when 


order to put ſuch Wretches in mind 


Pear-Tree, we ſhould greatly wonder 
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midſt of his ſeeming Succeſs, and at 

his Malice and Power baſſſed. Thof: 
ihat are mercifully ſuatched ont. of 

| the e Enemies Clutches muſt,” 'W 

| hankfulnefs and Humilfty the more 
admire the Deliyerer' 5 cee 
Kindneſs. | 3 . „ 
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Te e differing "hes rets or "Gov 
Mercy and Gran Wicnels of bit 
Wiſdom and Goodaets, He that hath 
leaſt, nevertheleſs hath. more than be 
deſerves. If they, were endow al 
alike to the hig t , ſuch Pet, 
fection would ſeen 0 AN to on! 
very Being. Whereas it magnift 
God's Glory, when the Want of by 
Favour ſhews, what N Man, is with 


bim. © 


{ 


15 1 fl 


by. ©. 

The Sun is the principle of natur 

ite to the corporal Creation, L 
influences differing ways, and. in di 
fering Degrees. of Glory. Anima 
receive. more Benefit from the 80 
than Plants And Man is enabled 1 


9 
* 


e divers Sb 45 


d all the sun to ſee ſtill more than Beaſts. 

hoſe Our Sn of Righteouſneſs, that glori- 
t o ons Spring of Truth, Mercy, and = 
with Wiſdom, produces more glorious Ef- 

more fects in one Soul than in another, 


flible WThe Devil's cunning Malice contrives 
_. {Wale Lights, to cheat us of the Glo- 
ry our Sun of Righteouſneſs hath in 
I ctore for us. A lying Spirit endea- 
„ours to make true Inſpiration ſuſpici- 
Bod ons and contemptible. All the Be- 
F bY rirs Influence into Enthuſiaſm, tends 
hath chiefly to obſtruct the Progreſs of the 
an hani ſeſtation of the Great God in our 
cd al ouls. . 
ker, 

5 XIII. 

mf 2 

of ö Sound Reaſoning may convince a 
itbulan of the Lovelineſs of the New 
15 y reature and of Holineſs ; bur all the 


degſon in the World cannot produce 


he New Man: Nay, often our cor- 
opted Sei f-Will will work the ſtronger, 


aturuWhe more we argue againſt it. For 
1, bulls long as we will by Reaſoning work 
in dur ſelves into God's Friendſhip, we 
n1mandermine the chief Goſpel- Myſte- 


75 viz. God's infinite Love in giving. 
's SON to reſtore ſuch Wretches to hit 
| Fa- 
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TFESUS. CHRIST, 2 Cor. V. 18. But 


who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſu 


ceived, the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 
and go about it humbly, faithfully, and 


likewiſe the only true Principle 


44 MEDITATIONS 
Favour, by reconciling us to himſelf by 


we are not yetin him, nor raiſed with 
him, much leſs placed amongſt the 
heavenly Places, whilſt we are not 
perſwaded, that all things are of God, 


Chriſt. Happy are they that have re- 


cheerfuly. They will Td ſach: Satis 
faction in it, that it will ſerve for an 
experimental Commentary upon that: 
Ay Meat is to ao the Will of him that 
Jent me. ; 2 


XIV. 


CHRIST being the principle ol 
Union betwixt God and our Soul, i 


Uaity between Men. Thoſe will b 
always miſtaken, that offer to eftablil 
a Union, by bhumaze Means and Mas. 
ims, upon worldly r and fo 
wg Ends. .;:* . 
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ET 


A carnal Man ſeeth We beautiful 


Woman, whereby his unclean Luſt is 
kindled, and thereby diſquiet, and 
perhaps Repentance produced 1n time. 
A ſpiritual Man is raiſed up to God 
by the Sight of the Beauty, and ad- 
mires the Creator in the Creature. 


This pleaſing Admiration is ſtill in- 


creaſed, when he finds a beautiful Soul 
dwell in that beautiful Body: If not, 
he endeavours to promote Beauty in 


the Soul, by Ad vice and Prayer, and 


hath on this Occiſion the Satisfaction 


of praiſing God for that heavenly - 


Frame of his own Soul, whereby he 
knoweth the due Value of things, and 
how preferable'a regenerate Soul is 
to a beautiful Body. 
the more our Pleaſure flows from A 
dutiful Regard to God, the more it is 
pure, real and extenſive-: And the more 
It is derived from the Creature, the 
more it is mixed,  nraginraryand con- 
tracted. 7 


ET 7 


In one Word:: 
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XVI. 
© God's' holy Mountain or Dwelling 


to which his Light and Truth is 9 
_ convey us, can be nothing elſe hy 
.Salvation or perfect Happineſs : For 
where God dwells, there muſt be 
Peace and Satisfaction. But à Ma 
can hardly expect to arrive thereunto 
as long as he will not give the entire 
Glory of it to God himſelf, A Sari 
our, who is not God, cannot work i 
great a Miracle as to make a Child. of 
God out of a Child of Hell. The My- 
ſtery of Iniquity works too viſibly, 
when it promiſes Salvation to Men, 
and yet will not allow that Gol 
ſnould be the e enn Abe 
Deviliſn Principle of Pride and Seliul 
-neſs is deſervedly puniſhed by 
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by 


nefs, that ſuch as are led by it, do 
not ſee the Truth contained in 1 Tin 
IV. 10: For therefore me both labour, ai 
ſuffer Reproach, becauſe we truſt in th 
living God, who is the Saviour vf all Met 
ſpecially of thoſe that believe. And The 
III. 4: But after that the Kindneſs and 
Love of God our Saviour towards Mal 
.appeared. Thus is our Saviour called 
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upon divers Subjedts. 47 


GOD, Tit. 5 10. John XX. 28. with- 
oat which" suppoſition we can make 
nothing of bur Saviour Expreſſion: 


KIV. 9. Lord, with Thee is he. Foun- 
td 5 od gb 
II. 


* * | # 


1 Garden doth ave 2 "dn 
ous when it has but one ſort of 
Flowers in it, than when it is Ws out 
by a great Variety of 'em. _ © pay 

fay the REA God ED ich 
is the-holy City, the CHURCH. Whit 


Fault with a Gilliflower, becaule it is 
of a*:differing Kind and Nature? 
What Beduty or Uſe a Plant ee 
er hath, büght u tone imployed to 

Maſter's Glory only, and net to be 


Happy ate thoſe Plaffts that are uſe- 
ful more than dne Way, and bave 
both -copifarting and healing Virtues. 
But wornnto- thoſe Weeds that in- 
cumber the Ground, and in a vain 
Conceit ſet tbemſelves above the no- 


Hl that ſeeth an ſerth⸗ rhe Father, Jobn 
rain of Life: Let me 05 . in 9 


a — Reflexion is it upon 
the great Gardener, when a Roſe finds 


turned into Pride or Self- eſteem. 


bleſt 
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bleſt Ornaments of God's Pata 
For this Reaſon ought every one fil 


to examine himſelf, whether he main 
any real Progreſs in drawing night 
God: And then he may conſider, no 
God will imploy him about othen 
alſo, that ſo. he may be a Veſſel in 
Honour i anctiſied, and meet for the A. 
ſter's Uſe, and prepared unte every gut 
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ln Diſputes about Religion, I cat 
not find the Diſputants are ſo mug 
concerned, who ſhall get to Heava 
ſooneſt 3(I hope they all own Chrif 
to be the only Way) but they 1 
e which of em hath th 
greateſt Help, and the beſt Proviſi 
for the Journey; though all this hie 
in their Life and Conduct, they rathe 
tread the Path that leads to Deſtri 
Ron, than that which leads to Salm 
tion. For generally their ways (af 
more conformable to the Humcur e 
the Prince of this World, than to ti 
Laws and Example of Chriſt. 2 | 


a * 


upon divers Sub jects, 49 


XIK. 


would lay it more to Heart: Let the 
Dead bury their Dead. For if People 
were really convinced they were by 
Nature ſpiritually dead, they would nor. 
ſo much as fancy they could ſee any 
thing in ſpiritual matters, whilſt 
they continued in that State of Death 
and Apoſtacy. And this would be the 
greateſt Inducement to apply to him, 


his, for certain, would be tafinitely 
better than to ſpend our Time in ex- 
mining the Phyſician's Nature, as 
any are apt to do. One thing might 


iz. That good Reſolutions are ſo often 
role, and that the better the Reſo- 
ution is, the ſtronger a Bent we find 
gainſt it. Which, I ſay, ſhould con- 
Ince us of a Principle of Light, and of 


As long as we comply with the 
rinciple of Darkneſs, we run on in 
he Path of Death very ſmoothly: 
ut aſſoon as we break looſt from its 


'S 


. 


It ſeems Men do believe but little 
of what Chriſt ſaith, or elſe rhey 


whois the only true Phyſicianof Souls. 


onvince us of our deplorable State, 


Principle of Darkneſs, working with- 


5o MEDITATIONS 
Tyranny, it leaves nothing untried, 
to preſerve its Claim to us. 
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What a vaſt Difference is there 
when we work our ſelves, and when 
God works in us! In our Prayers it is 
moſt evident. There is no leſs Dif. 
ference between working fer or 
ſelves, and working for God, who 
ought to be the Spring, Help and EH 
of all our Actions. The Flaws in 
good Actions are very uſeful, to hum 
ble us, and to exalt God. The more 
we are humbled, the more is God ex 
alted. The greater my Failings art, 
the more is that Mercy to be adored, 
that will work through ſo much Fraik 
ty. If God had not permitted the 
Fall of the firſt Aan, His infinite LOV 
of raiſing fall'n Man out of the. Pit 
had not been diſcovered. We may fl 
the ſame of a Soul, which, by Goch 
Permiſſion, ſinks deep into Death, bel 
fore ſhe is fetched up again to Liſe. 
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I'S * 
IRL. 


God's Language, thereby to converſe 


our inward Ear, we cannot under- 
ſtand the gentle Whiſpers of his Spi- 


-: Of : « 
1 rit. Thus our Saviour ſaid to the 
JEM Phariſees, they had not yet beard his 
ws in Father's Voice. And unleſs he teaches 
» ham us how to ſpeak to him, we ſhall ne- 
more ver know how to pray to him; ſince 
od ex Prayer is the Speech of the Heart. 
55 ate But the worſt of all is, that in the 
doredi State of our Corruption we do not 
Fraibf ſo much as deſire to converſe with 
ed tee God. Some ridicule the offering at 
Toy ſuch a Converſation; and ſome. that 
ne, Pike reckoned good Men, think it not 

yu ttainable in this Life. However with - 


dut this Converſation with God, all 


ſuch a thing as Converſation with: 
, may be proved by a World of 
C2 Paſ- 


— 


Ik a Man learned all the Languages 
of the World, they would fignifie no- 
thing to him, ualeſs he learned alſo 


with him. Unleſs God himſelf opens 


4h, bur other Converſations are like to 
Life. Ne trifling and figful, and the bright- 
tt Talents will prove but as many 


acrifices to Vanity. But that there 


TD · — 


* 
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Paſſages of Scripture. But then the 
ſaid Converſation preſuppoſes a due 
Qualification, which we may call the 
Talent of knowing God's Language. He 

himſelf muſt put 4 mew Song in our 

Mouth to praiſe him withal after our 

Deliverance, Pſal. XL. 2, 3: For be- 

fore he hath delivered us out of that 

Corruption, which deadneth all the 

Faculties of our Soul, how can ve 

ſpeak what is acceptable to him? He 
himſelf muſt direct our Hearts, if it 

ſhall deſire what he is willing to 

grant, accord ing to y rag 17 «Lord; 

thou haſt heard the Deſire of the Humble: 
Thon wilt prepare THEIR Heart, Thou 

wilt cauſe thine: Ear to hear. And hi- 
ther ought to be referred, P/al.CX L1Il. 
1: Hear my Prayer, O Lord, give Far 
to my Supplications : In thy Faithfulneſi 
anſwer me, and in thy Righteouſneſ. 
The Senſe of which Verſe I rake to be 
this:“ Lord, hear my Prayer; open 
« thy Ear to my Supplication which! 
© make in thy Truth, and grant 
« Return to my Petition in that 
ce Righteouſneſs "of thine, which, 
« from the God of their Salvation, 

© reccive thoſe that heartily ſeek =_ 
| 2 and 
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and in Purity of Heart are turned 
away from Iniquity, Ry and 


66 nen 


xxl. 


A Tbiag that by its Nature ſinks 
downwards, cannot of it ſelf move 
upwards: Our Corruption draws us 
downwards, how can we move up- 
wards to God of our ſelves? God 


| muſt grant us the very firſt Motion to 


be converted. He hath Reaſons why he 
doth not deliver us of our Sickneſs 
all at once. People in Health forget 
often what brought their Diſtemper 


on 82 nne * ſuſſered bir ir 


xx IN. 


In our amt State of — 


we would not have any one better 


than our ſelves and ſo we are apt to 
believe, that 2 none better than 


we. From the ſame Principle flows 


Peoples ſuſpeQing others guilty of 
thoſe Faults, which they are a 6 of 


| themſelves. 7. 


C 3 


xxlv. 
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\ 


XXIV. 


We deſpiſe many a thing, becauſe 
it doth not agree with our particular 
Fancy, We cannot look upon its 
Goodneſs with an Eye of wniverſal 
Love and Wiſdom, becauſe it doth 
not ſait our particular Taſt and Judz+ 
ment. Even bitter things are more 
pleaſant to ſome Palates than the 
ſweet: And the great Wiſdom hath 
placed more Uſefulneſs in bitter 
things, than in ſweet ones; fince they 
better reſiſt Corruption. It is a com- 
mon Fault, that we undervalue even 
the ſpiritual Gifts of others, if they 
be but different from ours; though 
the wiſe Diſpoſer of all hath his Ends 
in the beſtowing of 'em. At leaſt 
he knoweth beſt, in what man- 
ner every Servant ought to glo- 
rifie him. It is Pride and Diſobeaience, 
if we covet the Gifts of others, tho 
we are apt to flatter our ſelves, and 
fancy it is all out of pure Love to God. 
A faithful Servant leaveth it wholly 
to his Maſter, which way he ſhall be 
pleaſed to imploy him. For thougl 
he delights to work in his —_— 

18 ige- 


* 


'q 
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vineyard, yet doth he ſo love his 
Maſter, that it is a Satisfaction to him, 
to ſee his Maſter's Buſineſs done, who- 
erer hath a Hand in it. His Ma- 
ſter's Proſperity he rejoices in, be- 
cauſe he hath nothing but what his 
Maſter may call his mn. At this 
rate have the Children of God a 
Glimpſe of that Happineſs the Lord 
ſpeaks of: what it mine in thine. And 
the contrary will hold too: What it 
thine is mine. But the Craft of Satan 
beguiles ſome ſo far, that under a 
Pretence of ſeeking God's Glory, 
they rob him of what is his, and a- 
cribe to themſel ves what is entirely 
due to their Maſter. What ſuch 
Men deſerve, may be gathered from 
the Puniſnment inflicted on Rebels, 
who, attempting to appropriate their 
Prince's. Honour and Frerogative to 
them ſelves, incur the ſevereſt Penalty. 
and loſe all, inſtead of gaining more: 
Whereas faithful Servants, that ſeek 
y only their Prince's Glory, may enjoy 
ſafely the good things which belong 
to the Prince himſelf. But we have 
contracted. ſuch a violent Bent of Sa. 
tan's Nature, that nothing but the 
Fire of Affliction can cure it. 
Q 4. XXV. 
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ne is transformed into his Image and 
. Likeneſs. A. Soul which hath been 


holding our 4 them hath. praft 


ſmoother way; though perhaps. the 


Lilo to a Soul that loves Gn ne. 
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xxv. 


The Beanie of our Soul conſiſts in 
her Reſemblance with C Corift. This Re- 
ſemblance the Soul obtains in the Ma. 
nifeſtation of Chriſt in her, whereby il 


exerciſed by great Suferings, and by 


fed moch of Chriſt's Obedience, is 4 
dearer Object unto God, than a Soul 
through which Grace works in 1 


latter may do more frequent good 
Offices to other Souls. The nure O. 
bedience, the more of Chriſt. There i 
no great Obedience in doing the good 
Works, which God freely enables us 
to do, and are rather a'Reward that 


ver bed little. 


xxvl. 


God in his Mercy affords'n us non 
and then a little Sight of the glori- 
ous Abode of his Saints with him, 
the Aim of our Pilgrimage: But even 

in 


upon divers Subjects." 57 
ina our moving forward, we meet with 
another Hi to climb over, which 
W intercepts the ſweet Sighe of our 
E bleſſed Dwellings. of Peace and Joy. 
lt would be madaeſs to give therefore 
over the Journey, or to go back. 
True Chriſtian Souls preſs but the 
more forward, when they. find the m- 
ſelves out of Sight of their beloved 
Home. And it is a Sign we are drawn 
by the divine Loadſtone, when our 
longing for, and haſtening towards 
the Center, of Happineſs doth not de- 


$ creaſe but increaſe. 


XXVII. 


My Journey from Joffa to Jeruſalem, 

* may be an Emblem of. our Pilgri- 
mage to the heavenly Jeruſalem. In 
the Beginning [ was overjoyed that 
| ſhould have ſo much Aſſiſtance and 
Comfort of my Company. But ſoon 
after 1 was told, the Companion de- 
ſigned for me could not go. For my 
82 Cy B Com- 


* It was in the Month of Octob. 1699. 
when the Author travelled in theſe Parts, 
and returned to London about thelatter 

End of the Tear 1700. | 
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Comfort, he recommended me to the 
Turkiſh Axa, and I enter'd upon my 
Journey pretty well cheered up: But 
I was not yet ont of the Gates, when 
I was ſtopped by the Cuſtomer's Ser. 
vant. After they had let me paſs at 
the Drugerman's, contenting them, 
was no ſooner out of the Gates, but 


the Arabs began to exact upon me, 


and the Tura my Patrons ſeemed al- 
together uſeleſs to me though after. 
wards they helped me at right out of 
the Arab's Hands, and refreſh'd me 
at St. Jeremy s, When I Was very 
much tired. My own Carrier, that 


looked after the Aſs, vexed me when | 


I came within Ken of Feru/alem. My 
'Patrons, the Turkiſh as Guards, 
frightned and viſited me. Being ar- 
rived at laſt at the Gate of FJeruſalen, 
and thinking all was over, I was for- 


ced to walk to another Gate, where, 


in fine, after all my Fatigues, I was 
received by a Meſſenger ſent me from 
St. Salundore, and there refreſhed 
with Reſt and Entertaiment. 
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Thoſe that cavil at the Bible ought 
* to conſider, whether it be fitter that 
it WW God ſhould humour us, orthat we ſhould 
, acquieſce in the way he thinks fit to- 
it take for acquainting us with his; 
e, Wilt. Thoſe that have a Reluctan- 
I- cy to obey the firſt Elements of his 
. laſtructions, cannot in Reaſon. pretend 
of he ſnould ſatisfie them about the more 
ge WM nicer Points of his Doctrine, and of 
y MW the whole Religion by him eſtabliſhed. 


4 XXIX. 
1 0 150 
; What we ask of God in Chriſt': 


r- Name, that is, in a Frame and Tem- 
n, per of Mind like his, will certainly 
t- be given unto wy; becauſe God de- 
% lights ia his Son's Image: But before iy 
as we have put on Chriſt, we cannot be 
\m ſaid to att in his. Name; becauſe in p 
ed MW Scripture-Senſe the Name and the it 
Nature of a thing are the ſame.. 4 
And ſo may be underſtood the News 1 
* and God's Name, Rev. Ih 17. N 
1 . 12. BOL . | f 
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XXX. 
| Inanimate Creatures have ſomethin 
j of the Creator's infinite Goodneſs in 


them, upon ſeveral Accounts. They 

do not only bear Fruit; but al ſo when 

they bear it, do not ſo much as uſe | 

their Fruit for. themſelves, but entire- Ml 

ly for. the Service of other Creatures. ] 

Not to mention that their Fruit hath 

again a zem Seed in it for its farther 
i Increaſe and Multiplication. - What 
Aan unnatural thing is it then in MAN, 
te aim neither at the praiſing and 
glorifying his wonderful Maker, nor 
at the being ſerviceable to the reſt 


Y of his Fellow-Creatures, in order to 
5 make them al ſo praife the Lord, WhO 
alone gives all the Capacity of doing 
þ Good? Nay, which is worſe, thoſe 
| that live iatirely to the Diſhonour of 


| their Creator, by making the great- 
| eſt Idols of themſelves, would fain 
! have every one pay Homage to them. 
They do not care to advantage thelr 
Fellow-Creatures any further than 
as it ſuits with this {ſelfiſh and fata- 
nical Principle of theirs. Whereas 
a faithful Subj:R-of ä of 

Her 


% 
— 
Z — OR rt tote 2 ARS” . 
7 7 
bo * 
N 


upon divers Subj att. = 


Heaven reckons nothing his own, but 
all his Maſter's. He delights in no 
Friends nor Acquaintance, unleſs 
- they be alſo his Maſter's Friends and 
Acquaintance. In one Word: his 
Maſter's Intereſts are his:0wn; and this 
ialarges his Happineſs - becauſe he re- 
jaiceth even in the Happineſs of o- 


thers, if they do hut 1 to his 
Maſter. 


XXXI. 


W Happineſs hath this Ad- 
vantage, that it ſhares in the Happi- 
neſs of others. For as it hath God 


for its Foundation, ſo it rejoices at 


all the Joy which God, by his Love, 
cauſes any where. A characteriſtical 
Sign of that Happineſs, is a conſtant 
Regard to God, as the only Cauſe of 
it: Which if we really do, then we 


ſhall neither envy thoſe that have 4 


greater Share, nor deſpiſe thoſe mat 
have a leſſer. - The ſmalleſt Share is 
mare than we deſerve. Thoſe that 
have received very little, are never- 


theleſs God's Favourites, and we 


ought to eſteem them upon that Ac- 
count. So that the true Temper of a 
hope- 
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of thoſe that are Freter Prficients:; 3 4 


Towards this good Maſter, which 


nevertheleſs he humbled himſelf to 


6 MEDITATIONS 
nopefal Scholar in God's School, edi. 
fiſts in an humble Willingueſs. to len 


in a grateful Re neſs to inſtruct 110 | 
That are backward. Such a faithful x 


vouchſafes to- teach ſuch miſerable 
Wretches once pol eſfing'the Schotar's 
Mind, will inſpire it with an holy De. 
fire to fee the Maſter's Name glori- Ml 
fied every where, both by the Num- 
ber and Progrefs of the Scholars. MW | 
Divine Wiſdom will teach us when 
we are ripe to inſtruct others again. 

N 

t 


It will ſhow us likewiſe how an hear- 
ty Deſire of helping others forward 


ought not to hinder us from learning t. 
on {till for our ſelves; and how a De- R 
fire of learning on ſill onghr not to et 
reſtrain us from imparting to others 
what we have learned, 
XXXII. : 
. 
HUMILITY i is the effintial Cha- Lo 
racter of a Chriſtian, or of one in N yi 
whom Chriſt is formed. Though Lo 
Chriſt being in God's Form, eſteem- Ml are 
ed it no Uſurpation to be like God; Ml wh 
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the loweſt Degree of a Servant, and 
performed an Act of infinite Love, 
the eſſential Quality of God himſelf. 
Who therefore comes neareſt: to his 
Saviour's Obedience, Love and Humili- 
ty, will alſo have the greateſt Share 
in his Name, which is above all 
Names: God loving thoſe moſt that 
deſcend loweſt in the Performance of 
his Will, (which is nothing but LOVE) 
& delighting to impart his Happineſs 
unto thoſe that are moſt poor in their 
own Eyes. Upon this Account thoſe 
will ſhine brighteſt, who have been 
moſt inſtrumental in bringing others 
to Righteouſneſs. For herein conſiſts 
the true Luſtre of a Soul, ſince all true 
Righteouſneſs is an Irradiation of the 
eternal Sun of Righteouſneſs. 


© + - 


It is a ſtrange thing that Love to 
the Creature ſhould be ſtronger than 
Love to God; and many ſhould be 
willing to ſacrifice their Lives to the 
Love of the Creature, whilſt there 
are ſo few that think it worth their 
while to ſacrifice themſelves aud their 
SF? eee Lite 
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Life to the Creator. The Power of 
Darkneſs, and the Deceit of the 
Heart is ſo great in Men, that they 
reckon it Mad neſs to do ſo much for 
God, as Thouſands do for the Crea- 
eres f. ng er 91 
þ Bu Thou, 0 a * * 
J ing great Reward ef perfect Love; male 
me truly thankful for thy great Mercy in 
maling me ſenſible of this; aud ftrength- 
en me with thy heavenly Food to over- 
come all Hindrances, that oppoſe my 


en acting * hy divine Light 
XXXIV. | 


A faithful Servant is not content- ha 
ed to know WHAT Buſineſs. he hath p. 
| to do for his Maſter, but he takes be. 
| alſo his Maſter's Directions HOW to Ml on 
i do it. If God puts 2 good Deſign up 

into our Head, we muſt apply to 
him, that he may alſo direct us hoy 
we may accompliſh it. If with due 
Humility we conſider we have nei [ 
ther Strength of our own. to do it, Mner, 
nor Wiſdom to do it well, we ſhal ye 
then caſt our ſelves wholly upon him, WM pins 
ang then our Works are done in him, WM Bar 
. aud are like to bear everlaſtiag Fruit. Wtyzj, 
if | XXXV. 
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1 kind that FT people r run 
| upon Extremes: Either they entirely 
gire themſelves over to new Lights, 
or they entirely reject even what 
there is in it of God's Finger. 4 
miſe Man keeps a Mien between both. 
He admires what is of God, and iris 
what is of Man's own nas. PER EE 


xXXXVI. 


Too much ſpiritual Light. all at 
once darting down into a Soul that 
hath liv'd a long while in ſpiritual 
Darkneſs, would be as prejedicial to 
her, as too much natural Light to 
one that atk been. a long while ſhut 
'P in a dark Place. | 


XXXVIL 


It is a 2 Shadow of eternal Happi- 
neſs, (where every Body is to be ful: 
ly contented with his Degree of Hap- 
pineſs,) when we ſee Men here on 
Earth endowed: with differing ſpiri- 
taal Gifts, to be beſt pienſes wic mon 
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_ own Gift. But it is an Effect of per- 


— thoſe which Heaven's "Kindge! 
hath benefitted: another h aß 


verſe Nature, when We deſpiſe 7 1 


rityal Talents. 


A, 


XXXVIL. 
oY is an unfpeskable Sondhen 


God, to reward us for the' Good, 


which he Himſeif enables us to do. 


The Inclination, Direction and Power | 


of the Good we do, i is his; nay, it is eit 
he that doth it through us. The fre 


Pleafure of having done it, car 
Reward; and geverthelefs the lea 
Good we do fincerely; Wu 4 10 mo 


purely, is a Means by which we ger Hur 
* Strength, more Wiſdom, and ſelf 
tter Opportunity to do * ws oe — 
22 ATED FF: of 


XXXIx. 5 Lo. 


It is a great Merey of God, to be that 
freed from the Zeal of a Party, which nl 
ſo ſtrangely byaſſes Man's Reaſon. In Mot i 
ſuch a Calmneſs we ſee; ho the Fal · Mind 
cies of Men, according to their diſſe» AIX 


rent Tempers. have Ai gulſedthe Truth, 


by mixing their own i filthy Vapoin 
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with the Beams of that divine Light, 
which guides us into all Truth, or is 
rather TRUTH it ſelf. The greater 
Proficients we are in Purity of Heart, 
the more we are enabled to diſcover 
the Truth in thoſe very Opinions, 
which ſeem to be contrary one to 
another, ; Nan 
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Our Thoughts have their Spring 
either from a Principle of Light, or 
from a Principle of Darkneſs. One 
carrieth them towards God, the other 
leads them away from God. The 
more a Man thinks, when he thinks 
wrong, the deeper he plunges him- 
ſelf into Error. The more he thinks, 
when he thinks well, the more he 
diſcovers Truth in its charming 
Lovelineſs 'and Prerogative. The 
Spring ef true and right Thoughts is 
that Law which converts the Soul, and 
mateth wiſe whe Simple, The Effect 
of it conſiſts in the Foy of the Heart, 
and an Ilumination of the Eyes, Pſal. 


XII. 
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ly to know what CARISTIANITY it 


the Believer hath everlaſting Life, John 


Me: b . 


It is a great Pity that moſt Chri. 
ſtians rather ſtudy to prove who hath 
the beſt Syſtem of Divinity, or 
Church-Government, than thorough. 


ſelf is, and that FAITH wherehy 


III. 35. It is ſtill more ridiculous to 
confine God to our Schemes of Reli- WM be 
gion. Men generally dote upon their I fat 


own Schemes, and forget the D. W(it 


fien for which the Schemes wen {Mc 


i won 7. e he 


The Formation of the New-Birth va 


or of the inward Man, is very, wor Va 
derful! God's Love and; Mercy id ine 


as it were, the Womb wherein il 

is conceived. The Word of G Fo, 

which liveth and abideth for ever, {Won 

(I Per. I. 13.) is the. Seed. The Spi 

rit of Truth is as it were, the Warmtl, 

Or: natural Heat, forming the 1 * 
gs SED 


ibo 
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nn 
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upon As Sabjeits. .-< 


Man, and nouriſhing him by its gen- 
tle Influence,-1nto a compleat Mea- 
ſure. But if we cannot comprehend” 
the natural Generation, how can poor 
mortal Wretches preſume to define, 
and make out 2 Wa ? 


XLII. 0 


hip Ueſetndir non nd | Ben ne- 
fictors generally love their Clients 
detter than the Clients their Bene- 
factors. It is the Nature of Love, 
(if it be not àa baſtard or counterfeit 
Love) rather to give than to receive. 
The Sun ſends down its Beams to 
the lowermoſt Parts of the Earth -: 
our Steams which are thereby raiſed, 
reach but a very little way up to- 
wards Heaven. The more refined 
Vapours get up higheſt, and gather- 
Ing at late into Clouds, afford fruit- 
ful Rains; whereas the thick ſtinking 
Fogs infek the Air with vawhole- 
ſome . 


vIIv. 


Moſt ro buſie themſelves more 


about building up the outward Part 
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or particular Church, than ahout ad. 
vancing. that inviſible Church, Which 
is dhe Spouſe and Kody p pt Chriſt, 


— 1 


It is a Preſumption to demonſtrats, 
nay, to comprehend, how Three are 
One, or how One is Three, both par- 
ties haviag run themſelves into lu. 
conveniencies by offering at it. It 
Kands us in more ſtead, to come to: 
bleſſed Experience of being One with 


80 in Chriſt, (and to enjoy the 
- Happineſs of that Peace, which paſles 
all Underſtanding, as the happy Pro- 


duct of thatUnion;) than to know the 
niceſt Diſtinctions, Buſie-Men have 
contrived about the eien of A 
vation. | * 


Id. 
"= ghteouſneſs i isan A greeableneſi to 


the _ When the whole Frame 


of our Mind is brought to a Confor. 
mity of that Law, which is Light and 
T1 — in the innermoſt Center of out 
Sou], ſo that that Light hath over- 


come the Darkneſs or ſatanical P Prin- 


ciple, 


apon divers — | 


ple, (which makes up the old Man, 
xr the Body of Sin? then we have 
peace with God, and Joy in the Holy 
phoſt. We tbea du ei in ann 2 
700! in Us. 5 11 


-ad- 
hich 


if 5 „ Falter > bay"; * ano- 


Par- 

In- tber, can kindle mutual Love in one 
„ aother's Heart; what muſt: the Ef-. 
to 2 ect be, When a Soul, by ſteadily Iodk- 
with ing upon God, Norrath. bis kind, 
the ad gracious Countenance towards 
aſles Mer? Tun thy Face unto me, und he gra- 
Pro- No unto me, for I am dtſolate = 45 
the lied, Pal, XV. 16. Firſt doth 
have the Lord turn his Face to an afflicted 


soul, and then bene. der 
Condition: 10 bis Ini Due 2 at, 


4A 4 


* * * ” 
8 Th I 3% 


XLIII, 10 3 4 | ers ; 


{s to Who would be the g greateſt among iſt 
tame fou, let him be the Servant of 5 
Mor- Nreſt. This is a Sign. of, God's infinite 
and MLove and Favour, when he -maketh 
our None to a great many: For 
ver- NCod moſt delights in that Creature 
rin- ¶ vhich ĩs moſt ſerviceable to others. 

ple, > = = 2 _ 


5 
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We have ſuch à Stock of Falſbol 
within us, that unhappy Offspring of 
Self-love, that we are not only falſe 
to God and Man, but even to our ſelves, 
As a falſe Friend careſſes and flatter; 
us whilſt we are in Proſperity, but 
deſpiſes and tramples upon us, when 
we are in Adverſity: 80 will this 
falſe Principle, lodged within, puff 
4 us up, when we are in Eaſe, and frigh- 
Fi ten us almoſt into: Deſpair, when 
Il * God withdraws his Comforts. © It is 
_ Sign that TRUTH gains Ground 
in our Soul, when ſpiritual Comforts 
humble us more, and make us wary, il '* 
not to forfeit them again either by! 
Pride and Ingratitude, or by making i 
the Comfort the Rule and Cauſe of Y 
our Love and Obedience to God. 


1575: et os at ds 


il Tis likewiſe a good Sign, when ſpiri- * 
| wal Diſtreſs ſpurs us on to depend" 
the more upon God, by a firm Be- , 
| lief he deſigns well for us. 

The more victory we. gain over the Ii © 


Principle of Falſhood, the leſs. will the 
| Falſhood of others move us: Falk 
Men generally complain moſt that o- 
thers are falſe. [ 


us — 
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upon divers Subjects. 7 3 


L. 


As Heaven is where God dwells, ſo 
Hell is wherg Satan rules. The more 


we delight in the Works of Darkneſs, 


which are Satan's Pleaſure, the deep- 
er we are lodged in Hell. The more 
we delight in God's Will, as the Rule 

of Righteouſneſs, the higher we riſe 

up into Heaven. Thus are the Chil- 
dren of Light from above, and the 
Children of Darkneſs from below. 


I 
F + 
. 


Princes generally take Delight in 
raiſing thoſe higheſt that leaſt deſerve 
it, that theſe may the more worſhip 
their Benefactors. Thus doth the 
spirit of the World ape God in his 
Ways. For even God is pleaſed to 
beſtow the greateſt Mercies, upon the. 
weakeſt Veſlelsz his Glory being 
thereby the more manifeſted, and 
tnoſe that partake of his Gifts, gene- 
ally moſt thankful. 1... 


; + 


SEES jt - 1 


r 


God and Faith are moſt nearly rela- 


LIK 


Self Love and Unbeliefare very near 


a-kin, and the Offspring of the Ser- 


pent's Seed. As true Faith in God is 


the Bond of the Covenant, and pro- 


duces a Love which maketh us entire- 
Iy rely upon him, who, according to 
his infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
cannot for ſake thoſe that wholly de- 
vote themſelves to him; ſo Love to 


ted, and born of the ſame divine Seed 
ba God's Eternal Truth. 


III. 


As the natural Light ſends its 
Beams all over,where i it meets with no 
Obſtacle ;, ſo doth the ſpiritual Light 
dart its Rays into every Corner of 
a Heart which is fit to receive it. 


If it meets with a Soul cleanſed and 


poliſhed, the Light is reflected back WH wv 


purely: But the Soul upon which it is y 


reflected, is not the Light it ſelf, but I vc 
only the Object which receives it. 


And then this Light reflects from it fo 


2gain in a lefs.or greater Purity, ac. 
© cording 


upon divers Subjects. 75 
cording to the Degree of Purity 


which 1s in the Object. 


LIV. 


Children uſe to delight in ſhewing 
their fine things to their Play-Fellows: 
God's Children ought to take Delight 
in ſhewing the Tokens of God's Boun- 
ty to others, thereby to encourage 
them to addreſs likewiſe ſo bountiful 
4 Father, in order to obtain the ſame ' 
Graces. However, a Chriſtian's Sa- 


tisfaction is not ſo much derived 


from the Gifts themſelves conferred 
oa him, as from the Preſpe& he hath 
thereby to promote his Maſter's Glory. 
The Joy of a pure Soul doth not 
center upon her own Happineſs, but 


upon God's -G lory. 


We often want strength to practiſe 


what we know, becauſe we have not 
yet thankfully acknowledged the Fa- 
vour of God in giving us this Know- 
ledge. If we did heartily thank God 
for 'beſtowing Knowledge upon us, 

9626) I: he 


76 MEDITATIONS 
he would ſoon enable us to act ſuit- 
ably to that Knowledge. 


LVI. 


If we deſire to be beloved in God 
only, it is not only for God's Glory, 
if Men love us; (becauſe they find 
God in us) but it ſecures alſo our 
Peace and Tranquillity in caſe we 
be deſpiſed : Becauſe we wiſh that no 
Body may like us, if he cannot ſee 
any thing of God in us. 


LVII. 


It is a ſurpriſing thing to fre how 
God can work his wiſe and merciful 

Ends through our Folly, Weakneſs, & 
even the Malice of the Devil himſelf. 
Nor would the glorious Wonders of 
the Works of God appear ſo aſtoniſh- 
ing, if fo many Obſtructions did not 


firſt oppoſe 'em. 


LIN. 


It is a ſtrange ming we e ſhould he 
afraid of Croſſes, after we are con- 


vinced of their Uſefulneſs Ow 
the 


upon divers Subjects. 


. the breaking the Bent of our own Will, 
* and the purifying of our Soul from Sin. 
When 1 was troubled with the Stone, 
I did not ſcruple to truſt my ſelf into 
5 the Operator's Hands, and to under- 
d MW 20 the moſt painful and hazardous 
Y, Cure of being cut. * Why am 1thea 
afraid of any Suffering, though never 
ur ſo bitter, which God may think fit, 


ve for deſtroying Death and the Body 
10 of Sin in me If loved God above 
de all things, Sin would affiit me above 
* all things, and I ſhould leave it intire- 
ly to the moſt Merciful and Almighty 
Phyſician, what. Method and Means to 
uſe about my Cure. . 


w i V 

& e 13 4 

lf. A Soul that is truly humble, will 
of think herſelf unworthy of any Com- 
h- fort. Nay, Impatience, for want of 
ot Comfort, is a Sign that we muſt be 


F firſt 


14 
* 


e Aubermas cut of the Stone at Lon- 

is Con, about, the latter End of the Tear © 1694, 
and about rhe Beginning 'of the Tear 16933 

ds entered upon bis dur ney to the Levant. 
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Nl firſt humbted, to learn Obedience, and 

8 ſo to be fitted. for Comfort. If we 
were truly humble, we would think 
we never made a due Return unto 
God for Favours already received; 
and conſequently we would be afraid 
1 of asking more Favours, before we 
| had ſufficiently improved to the Glo- 
ry of the Giver what we have recei- 
ved already 45 1. ha 1. BG: 29101 35 10} 
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Some plead for Huperfection: ſaying, 
We cannot be perfect; and make it a 
Cloak for their Impenitenoe: Qtherys 
too indiſcreetly preach up the Study of 
Perfection, and àre thereby inſnared 
into ſpiritual Pride and Self- Conceit. 
ART AV 


FFC 
5 f 1 2 *. 21 
In the new Life, where: Spirit, S040! 


and Body are ſanctified, God rules 
1 all the Faculties of Soul and Body; and 


, ALT ATS» « 


% . 
&! ? IS. | f 1 184 
14 3X Ali 
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; where he rules, there is his Ring- 

dom, and there muſt be Frede and 
EBappineis alſo. On the other Hand, 
1. Reaſon, Will and Paſſuns' are under 
| Confinement of the helliſh Tyrant in 


al 


upon divers Subjetts. 79 
an unregenerate State. The worſt 


is, that the more they flatter us with 
Hopes of Liberty, the more dread- 


fully they deceive us:; and after they 


have once trepanned us, the more 
cruelly they torment us. There is 
nothing ſo true as this: There is no 
Peace to the Wicked, | — 


« : I — . * bo 
A * 
a 1490 > . 0 
** 8 L * 


If there was no other Sign of the 
Perverſeneſs of the Mind of Man, this 


would be a ſufficient one, that about 


ſpiritual things almoſt every one is 


ſatisfied with himlelf, and thinks him 


ſelf as wiſe and as holy as need is: 


whereas about temporal things no Bo- 
dy is contented with his State and 


Condition, but would fain be greater 
and richer every Day. If we were 
really wife, we ſhould not be ſo gree- 


dy of temporal things, conſidering we 


have as much as Nature Tequires. 


What is beyond the Need of Nature, 


is a Clog to Grace. But in ſpiritual 


things, the greateſt Share we have, is 
the leaſt of what an infinite Being 
is able and willing to give. 
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more indifferent than formerly, whe- 


„„ 886 
If a Man that prides himſelf in re- 


Hearſing the Thoughts of others, be 
compared with one that hath a Stock 


of good Thoughts of his own 
Growth; then the former may be like. 
ned to a dry Tree hung with green 
Bows and painted Fruit: Whereas 
the latter is like a Tree adorned with 


Plenty of dainty Fruit and Branches 
produced from its own living Stock. 


eee e 
9 eople diſpute about the real Pre- 


ſence in the Sacrament: Whereas he 
alone hath the beſt Notion of it, who 
feeleth the real Preſence within hin, 
and can experimentally ſay: I find 


that Chriſt's Fleſh and Blood is a ſpi- 


ritual Medicine, which hath eaſed me 


of a diſquiet Confcignce, and cured 


me of loving the World. I feel it 
as a real Food to my Soul, becanſe 
it hath ſtrengthened me to deny my 
ſelf, to bear patiently all the harſh Diſ- 


penſations of Providence, being now 


ther 


ſ 


* 


ther I am rich or poor, ſound or- 

ſick, hated or beloved, deſpiſed or 
. honoured, I ſeek my Neighbour's 
Good with more Zeal, and am ready 
to undergo more Trouble upon that 
Account. I find I haye a Spring of 
living, Water, which comforts the 
Diſt reſſed, refreſnes thoſe; that thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs, and at the ſame 
Time ſtrengthens me powerfully to 
reprove the Wicked, and to confound 
the Hard- hearted- Theſe are real 
Effects of the Preſence of Chriſt in 
the Soul z the Senſe whereof is beyond 
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IxV. 


here is ſcarce any Hereſie but 
hath ſome Pretence to TRUTH, It 
is almoſt impoſſible that an Opinion 
ſnould be ſo utterly falſe, as to have 
nothing at all of Truth in it. It is 
an unaccountable thing how Thoughts 
ſpring in our Mind, and beget Vari- 
ety of Opinions; and it requires a 
great deal of Experience, and a conſi- 
derable Degree of divine Light to di- 
in zuiſn between Thought and Thought. 
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thing of Reality, becauſe t 


Kings IV. ) ſhut the Door won her, 
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Thoughts and Ideas muſt be ſome, 
they hayeb 
great an Effect on our Paſſionb. Think. 
ing on a perſon we fancy, that ven) 


Tbought is-endugh” more te inte 
our Love. But it deſerves ſtil a "mote 


ſertous Conſideration, how a Spin, 
let him be good or bad, is able to 


work in our Thoughts. Ik the Beats 


darting out of the Eye tbe IS: 
Woman into our Eyes, pro Give fe 
an Effect: What muſt happen in 
Soul, if the Eyes of the ind, fixed 
upon God, and meeting with the 
Beams of his gracious Countenance, 


receive the kind peri of 8 
nite Beauty and Bounty ? 


N IJ; FRET H) ho Aojals i 
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271 0 | 
STEELE, 


When Eliſha bid the Wi T9 W 2 


to be alone, as ſhe was te YRS: 
Oil multiplied ; it ſeems t 
that the. Spirit of God loves to Work 


in a tetired Solitude. W hatſoerer 


works upon our Senſes, is 2 
a Hit: 


— — - — — 
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mon divers Subjects. 83 
a Hindrance to our hearing the ſtill 
Voice of God in the innermoſt Center 
of the Soul. But beſides this, it ſeems 
to imply, that the animal Steam of 


otber Bodies interrupt the Operati- 
ons. of ho e more pe Powers. | 
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ILXVII. 


»Tis an eminent Degres, of God's 
Grace, if a Man prefers the Will of 
God before his own Proſperity, and 
firmly-believes thut the W if Fad bs 
the only good and holy Will: Whilſt 
a Man is not arrived to this Degree 
of Grace, he is not fit to be made 
Partaker of God's Glory. ad tis 
God alone, that confers. on Nen both 
one and 5 other. mA 


"ens | 

"CHRIST, Who: is LIFE t e dec: 

ſcended'i into Death” upon n vor Ac- || 

count, and fr bur Benefit: What a 

Shame js it imus to be backward in 1 
leaving the Body of Death, to enter 
into his Life, and this” fr our on 
| 
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The 8 of Saris ip 
fiſts in knowing that we are no Chriſtian: 
yer. It is a Sign God favours us with 
his Light, when we begin to ſee the 
great DESIGN of our Redem 1 


IXXI 


** is hard to think 1 of 3 
that good Souls aſcribe nothing at al 
to themſelves, and the Blame ! fo 
many wicked People continuing in 
"Darkneſs, be not flung upon God. 
But the more any Perſon is drawn 
zunto God, the rather he imploys his 
Thoughts about. the Excellency of 
. God's Mercies conferred on him, and 
it | about his own Unworthineſs to re- 
1 ceive them. He wiſheth and ſeeketh 
| to improve em to the Giver's Glory 
1 bemoaning rather his Sloth and Un- 
_ gratefulneſs, than breaking his Brain 
| About the Reaſons of the Damnation 
1 of others, or about bret ren 
TF jadging of the Ways 8 ne of 
at Hood about em. 


 < ablre tw 4d 


nan.” . 


on- It is no > ſmall alete that 
in. the Great God will ſtoop ſo low, as 
rich i to be « Man's Friend; eſpecially 

[the W when we conſt der, how the beſt of 
)n, Men is in himſelf but Duſt and Aſhes ; ; 
| nay, a bare Nothing. But ſtill is it 
worſe, when this NOTHING fan- 
cieth to be SOMETHING. ; 
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race, _ 

at al LXXI . 

of ſo ; | 

g in If one be loſt for wait n of ontwina 
God. Religion, a far greater Number will 
rawn WW periſh by laying all their Streſs up- 
0 on 1 eee e 
y 0 l 1 ATE 
, and LKV. 

oO re- s n 3195.11 310 24211 i 
eke | GOD could apercbme ade in one 


Moment in us: But his infinite Wif- 


Jory : 1 | 
dom thinks fit to manage our Salva- 


Un- 


Brain W tion in ſo gradual a manner, that it 
nation MW may turn to the greater Shame of the 
nouſh W Enemy of God's Glory. God eärri- 


eth ol his Work in' ſo greet a Depth 
and Secrecy, that neither Satan bim- 


18880 oy nor any mortal Eye can ſee how 
XIII 5 - he 


ods: of 
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86 MEDITATIONS 
he begets or formeth his Son within 
us, by impregniting the inmoſt Cen. 
ter of the Soul with his TRUTH, 
Love, Righteouſneſs! and Holigeß. 
This is an Emanation,.of his Light, 
. inacceſſible toany Creature, but inf. 
eneing all Creatures with chat Life 
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A poor Priſoner that will break 
looſe from his Priſon, makes but bis 
Circumſtances the werſe by ſe xaſh an 
Attempt. - But if he compounds with 
bis Creditor in a ſubmiſſive way, and 
is at laſt diſcharged. by him, be 
then is ſafe. Our poor Soul, chain- 

ed up in a Dungeon of Darkneſs, doth 
herſelf more Hurt than Good by her 
gun buſie Contrivances, attempting 
/' either to leap out of a Window, or to 
Wo | break open the Priſon- Door. But if 
1 by groaning for andirelyidg on the 
[  Kowclsgf her Saviour, ſhe; waren hin 
li; 0 to uſe the Keys f Hell and of 
|| (Kev. I. 18.) in her Favonr, ſue then 
f [| is lafe and at reſt. 8111 v1 bas 
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CHRIST being Winliferably torn in 
pieces amongſt the various Sects of 
Chriſtendom; it is, K e 
ned Kept Tome Part 5 Jo 
i syſtems of Diwibitß. Thef fe 
0 comical put hes: without the 
Ally of Man's on Bra in, will make 

up the Draught of che New e m, 
and the Way aß een 
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y bis ot f outit Q. 1810 2239510 * 4 
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As in a ce 11 env cies; desde 
one Spirit with Chriſt 3 fo in the of 
Man, the —. is ene with. the 
Devil. f it is Kah to fel par 
two Bodie ot 2 ber, 18 
Wine and W. How in Abel more 
diſficult muſt it 2 to para Two 
Spirits that aręe become Ore ? Tis 
a 11 to ſee-How- bo off the Dol 
and Hell is thought to 17 oſe 
Are one Spiri pi cit! teh hi k 15 4 
begin to rel” Ku 5 (Ef 
dark Vas, 55 Leek of eleſs ' to 
loth to endure the Refiners Fire ; 5: 0 
yet without this, the Soul can ee 
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be bruiſed, nor thoroughly purified 
from the Droſs EF pens: 15 


M.. 


Op inion 8 ineſs is not 

155 bi. ſelf : 12 7 8 Fools 8 822 

7275 t h ug an inion inſte d 
bine it elf? All ge 
” ralbed ſo far as they, conduce 
tonne the great Scope of our Being, 
which is, to glorifie God by bis mgnife f 
— nn bimſelf and his divine Attributes i in 
us: Conſequently what Opinion ſo- 
ever contributes towards deterring 
me from Sip, and towards.convincing MW 
me of the Need of God's, Support a Wo 
ainſt Sin! Likewiſe, tions | 


f agar 
Wh 2 f 


rengthene tit my H 

dye, ſpurs me on to 
largeth my Truſt i Hin this fo it 
Wa good Opinion. Ao 0 IN 
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it. was an excelle gree "of Be 
* when Epbr 19 bd 3 kn 
Friends to keep his ings Bk 

licks by, them; 5 For, ſaid; be. 


[| | mot have ye think 0; on ther whilſt e 455 
"8 think ths Sd. 


ified 


IXXX. 


Nuhing J am, and what Care infinite 


dy; I am convinced, that WAN 
| muſt be incredibly dear unto God. 
What an Honour and Happineſs 
muſt it then be, if God makes uſe of 
us, to draw others to this Spring of 
Life and Happineſs alſo? 


11 bs 


ing l' rather feel and taſte the Effect 
rt a- Wot the heavenly Food, than quarrel 
zever with my Brother, which of us hath 
the beſt Notion, eith erof the Nature 
ver of this Food, or of the Manner how 
; ſay, Wt is conveyed into the Soul. _ 


wo =_ 
14 i att $I 
4% The Cunning of the Spirit of Dark- 


neſs lieth in keeping his Slaves from 
knowing *their own inward State. 


proud ; the Covetous doth not believe 
be is coveraus. The crafty Enemy of 


upon divers Subjects. 89 


W hen 1 conſider what a wretched 


Love taketh both of my Soul and Bo- 


The Proud . doth not. believe he is 


4 Souls - 
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Souls maketh the moſt miſerable 

Wretches, in the. 'midſt of their 

Miſery, fancy ther all is well. Thi 

Sel /. Conceit is one of the ſtrong Holds 
of Satan, which none but the; miphy 
"Weapons of God himſelf are able 1 
caſt own. 


15 OT II. 1 

Tis un eee e to 
2 againſt bim who hath given is 
our Reaſon; and to undermine his 
Authority by our Reaſon, whoſe Glo- K 
58 it was EATS ” Saree .. 
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- Many fool "ina protect ei 
* Projects about à future Happineſ rc 
and having fle stried, they remew x 
ber with Sorrow the Time paſt. E 37 
85 | HASAS . Al 
LXXXV.. 5 5 


Tis. the Speech of the Heart onh 
which is acceptable to God: Bart 
Words are too ontward; and ti 

: I of the Spirit ofren Jose 

y the great Care of fine 9 att 


1 . 
* 
94 


pon Wivers"Subjets." 91 
W hen God is pleaſed toifpeak to the 
Soul, it is not by bare Words, but by a 
real Power, and a Communication of 
his Love, Light and Life. Happy ate 
thoſe Souls that are pure and refined 


enough tounderſtand God's Language. 
Nac IXXXVI. 3 


fo gt. dren v0 4 Tho "P 180 78 if} 
"Ons Word ubich the Heavenly 
Teacher” ſparks to the Solz aid 
thereby” enables her to diſcharge the 
Duty of a faithful Servant of the 
King of Kings, is better than a Thou- 
land Commentaries of Men. | 
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ths ves heartily Reteth Won is 4 
ready found by God. There 18 no 
AfliQion' ſo great, but Sd bath a 
Remedy Agent M. And there is no 
afffiction ſo ſmall, but the ſtouteſt 
Man may periſh in de, if be be left 
without God. 
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Enemy an Opportunity, to Nr en 


ſtroy our Body by making of Croſſe 


5 dutiful Child neither r Crok 
es, nor ſhuns * ö 


forth the Light of his Love. Where 
that Light is received in a Soul, then 
it works reciprocal Love: The Soil 
living then in and by that Light, i 
changed. from Death unto Life, Light 
ſwallowing up Darkneſs, and © Lone 


_ God's infinite Mercy in beſtowing 4 
8 heavenly Deſire upon 1s the mot 
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Darkneſs by our own Endeavour; 
nor by Sloth and Idleneſs to give the 


„ a wh — 8 M3 ? x 35 18 


IRI. = 
A e e maketh us de. 


— 


A keys rei Self- will maketh' us pampet 
by y Beeing from 'Crofles: A 


. Ain = 50 
It is the Nature of God, to al L 


copynering Hatred and aer. a 
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| F 
The more humbly we-acknowledg! 


po 


him by an Encreaſe of this Deſire. 


od hath begun to plant his Love ia 
s. The more we bewail our Unwor- 


us de aworthineſs, he ſometimes with- 


roſſes {12s from us, that we may feel, what 


wipe e are without his mw; 


= 


No Defirs 4 is i ullomable. in 2. Child 


5 dat oanctiſication. He therefore that de- 

ben res Holineſs, deſires the Will of 

then Cod ſhould be done; which un- 

» Soll oubtedly is the nobleſt of our 2 
res and Wiſhes. 


LI ht 4 * | . 
_—_ XCIII. 


it ſeems the Creature hath either a 
urſe or a Bleſſing in it, according as 


eig dd. If our inward Eye was but fix- 
ing! d on God, whilſt we enjoy the 
mot 


por 


. upon divers Sabjects. 15 9 * 
overfally will God draw us after 


f God, but a Deſire after Holineſs : 
For this i is the Will of God, even our 


— 


Nur Deſire after God is a Sign, that 


thineſr, the better God likes of us. 
\nd in order to convince. us of this 


t is enjoyed, either in God or without 


reature in the outward Man, our 
| Soul 


'o& MEDITATIONS ÞF 
Soul would then be fed by that Lore, 
wonderfully: contrived: the Creature 
for the Service of our Body, and en. 
dowed it with ſo many nouriſhing and 
Celighting Qualities. But it we enjoy 
the Creature withoat God, and for 0 
other End than to pleaſe out Senſei 
only, or at the beſt, to ſupport the Bod), 
and this on our own. Account too; 
then the Creature uſually revengeth 
our Forgetfulneſs of the Creator, by 

breeding theſe deſtructive Humour; 
the exceſiive Uſe of the Creatute ; 
uſually attended with. It hindreth 
us at the ſame time from making an 
effectual Progreſs in that Life, where. 
by the Soul is made ſubſervient to 
God, and the Body unto the Soul. 


In the Article of Predeſtinat ion, ti 
far more agreeable to the infinite 
Goodneſs of God, to ſay, that Man wil 
not lay hold on the Tender of Grace, 
t han that God will not give it. 
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po ; 

V. 

4 , 2 1 X ö 00 
: 1 


| 3 % 
f us * : af : 
| HOY | . 
1 4 
, b s-. 


'Tis a „ in God, 

hat he commands us nothing but 
vhat is for our Good and his Glory. 
{ea are willing to obey their Ma- 
ers Command, and often hazard 
ife and Limb on their Behalf; tho 
hey ſnould be all this while uncer- 
ain of any Gain or Reward, and 
hich, when it comes at laſt, be- 
ongs at the beſt but to this Life: 

hereas no leſs than GOD» HIJASELF. 
5 the eternal Reward of his nn. 


xcvl. 


A joyful Sorrow is better than a 
orrowful Joy. The latter will end 
2 everlaſting Sorrow; but the for- 
er in e Joy. 


N Kcvn. 


Though wy ins: aud 1 
nfaithfulneſs to God maketh me 
row ful; yet doth: God's inexpreſ- 
Idle Love to, and Compaſſion of my 
liſery, give me Comfort. For in the 
midſt 


upon divers Subjects. 95; 


— 
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midft of my Miſery he ſupports me 
with Hopes, that he will root out iq 
Time all matter of Sorrow, and per. 
fe& his Virtue in my Weakneſs. - 

XCVIII. 
The Children of this World ſeel 
their Fortune and Happineſs in the 
Favour of temporal Princes, though 

_ theſe forget often even thoſe that 
venture Life and All for gaining their 
Favour. What a Shame is it then for 
a Chriſtian to be ſo ſlothful, as not to 
venture half ſo far for deſerving th: 
Favour of an Almighty and mol 
Merciful Being? Org 


M 


The more we ſtrive to do the Wil 
of God, the more our Soul is ſtreng- 
thened to do it in an higher Degree 
The gracious Influence of his Light 
and Spirit increaſes and gather 
Strength by the good Uſe we maigh.. 
of what we have received. At th. 
rate is God both the "Food and tige 
Reward of thoſe that do his Will. Wt; 


0 I 


ts me 

Out in XCIx. 

d per. 

8 When 01 one Man looks upon another, 


he makes the other look upon him 
gain: So when God looks towards 


im. And again: the more we ſet 


in tier Face towards him, the more will 
bought Beauty and Brightneſs inflame and 
C that attract our Love. 2 
7 their 15 

en for | C. 

not t0 . 

ag ths The more we e love God, the more 
| molWe makes himſelf known unto us. 


and again: the more we know him, 


r, and thereby ſubdue all that is 
ppoſite to his Communion with us. 


egree. 3 
Light | Cl: 1 
cs God giveth his Servants a Chara- 


er far above the greateſt Character 
Je greateſt Monarch upon Earth can 
eſtow on his Servants. God mriteth 
„% nn Name upon his Servants, 
hereby they are diſtinguiſhed from 

E others, 


4poa divers een . 97 | 


us, he deſigns to turn us towards 


he more we ſhall love him. We-know 
im then beſt, when we feel his Pow- 


* 
—— — — — — 


: | . Ec 
98 ; MEDITATIONS I 
others, and inabled at the ſame time 
faithfully to diſcharge the Truſt com. 
mitted to their Hands. His Light, 
with its various Virtues and Fman. 
tions, are their Robes; and he feedeth 
them with himſelf, and! is himſelf, with 
the Kingdom of Heaven, their Shield 


and exceeding great Reward. Happy | 
is the Servant of ſo 225 a "Hs 


ſer ! 


CII. 
; No Body is ſaved by his Set ; but 
à great many are damned in the bel 
of Sets, becauſe they relied updi 
their Sea. The Sect is buſie aboy 
the Form and Modes of the Means 1 
Grace : But Chriſtianity, about the pr 
Fical Improvement of the Means, & co! 
ſiſts in a real Operation of GRACE 
or in the Work of God in the 80 
of Man. In the beſt of Church 
there are more Subjects to Anticin 
than to Chriſt : And Chriſt hath fon 
few Subjects left in the N 
Churches. | 


* 
* 
L C 


„ 
ö 


time 
com- 
Light, 
mana- 
eedeth 


"IR: ers OR | 99 


"7; 
; 41 
* 5 1 


e 
192 bn bo 


Prey Energy of | OY ion, mentioned 
2 Theſſ II. II. works both in Mind 
* Body. In the Body, it works by 


by * the carnal Appetite In the Mind, it 
iel works by Self: Conceit. Both ſpring 
Happ up from Selſclove, that ſelf-ſecking and 


of Mas to it wan er et Frinc pe. 


F Ak 


Civ. 2 


"i Time of Comfort, Chriſtians are 
too apt to forg et; their Weakneſs, 
their Law orthinen and the State of 
their Pilgrimage. In time of Tren- 
lle, they too ſoon forget God's for- 
mer Mercies, his Will and Power to 
deliver, and their own Obligation to 
| ſoffer, out of I AO I for for- 
mer Favours, - 
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CV. 

Tis no Wonder there i is 10 —_ 
Miſchief in the World; ſince there 
is ſo little of the Loue of God, which 
is the only Spring of true Peace and 
Happineſs. As long as our Mind is 
1 en 


| To MEDITATIONS 
bent downwards, to gratifie the Luſt 
1 of the Fleſh, it muſt needs leave God, 
vl the Fountain of Life, and conſequent- 
WA | ly deſtroy it ſelf, And thetefore this 
WY State is "_y called * ' Corruption. 


- 1 v5 +1 


. . 

True Fear of God conſiſts in a 
1 ſteady fixing the Eye of the Mind up- 
[on the infinite Love of God, whereby 
he hath ſo happily and wonderfully 

| wrought our Creation and * 
| ption: and then in an hearty Endea- 
Four to anſwer the END intended 
. both by our Creation and APES he. 


* 3 


3 Chriſtian- 5 Behaviour, both un- 
| der Croſſes and Comforts, conſiſts in 
| patiently bearing the one, and in 
thinking himſelf unworthy of the 
other. A Chriſtian never thinks he 
can ſhake off the one and deſerve the 
other; but wiſheth that both Croſſe: 
and Comforts may work together for 


carrying on and eſtabliſhing the row 
En 


— ——— — — 


* gloge, Gal, VI. 8. . 


upon atvers Subjects. 101 


End of Religion in his Soul, that is, 
that Se“ will and Selſ-love may be 
overcome, and his Truſt in, and Love 
li to God be Ware and more | Increaſed. 


cyvil. 


A with Chriſtian will think on 
in a Rain when the Sun ſhineth; and re- 
| up- member Sunſhine, when. dark rainy 
reby Clouds gather over: him. f 


de m- | | R 


nded Wl , 'Tisa happy>Signof our Growth in 
tion. the Love of God, when his Mercies be- 
ſtowed upon ee rejoice us as much as 
if we had received them our ſelves. *Tis 


— 


a Sign we have obtained Peace with 


h un- God, and that his Intereſt is become 
ſts in our own. True Humility makes us 
d in think the ſmalleſt Fayour to be more 
F the than we deſerve: And therefore we 
ks he can never envy others if they have 
re the received more; nor repine at our Con- 
Croſſes I dition, if we have received leſs. True 
er for I Humility fits us for all other Gifts 
main ¶ and Graces. The greateſt of theſe is 

End Love and Charity, which is the ful- 
—— ung of the Law; the more excellent 
„ 1 
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Gifts, nor envy my Brother, if Thou be- 
ftoweſt more upon him than upon my ſelf. 
. Deſtroy in me that belliſh f Principle of 


Gifts, and give me'crue Hunitiry, which 
exalteth the meaneſt of thy Servants.) 


way, and the Bond of Perſection, com · 
prehending in it ſelf all other Com- 
mand ments. O Tord, teach me "the" 
great Leſſon of true Humelity, that S 
may never be puffed up by any of thy 


Self-Love, which defileth the beft of thy 


cx. 


*Tis a fad Eſſecx of Self. Love, that 
of the Good which God works in us, 
we aſcribe too much to our ſelves; 
and of the Evil we do our felves, we 
own as little as poſſibly we can; nay, 
are too apt to cloak and to excuſe it, 

F LET 124 6 Hoe 140 
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A Prophet foretelling Futnrities, 
and proving his Miſſion by Miracles, 
hath no contemptible Gift conferred 
upon him: But-ſtill is he far leſs in 
the Eye of God, than he who by ſit- 
cere Reſignation offers up himſelf 7 


| 
upon divers Subjects. 103 


tirely to God, and out of pure Love 
to his great Maſter, cheerfully ſuf- 
fers whatſoever he thinks fit to lay 
upon him. It is not the Man that 
works the Miracle, but the Power of 
God: And it doth not depend from 
the Spirit of Man to know future 
things, but from the Manifeſtation of 

another Principle, freely influencing 
2 Man's Underſtanding. Whereas 
the Duty of a cheerful Reſignation cans 
not be attained to without the Concur- 
rence of Man's WILL, and conſe- 
quently cannot be without an hearty 
Reformation of all the Faculties of 
the Mind. And this Change of Na- 
ture muſt needs bear a nearer Reſem- 
| blance to the Image of God, than the 
Gift of Miracles and Prophecy, Nor 
is any Prophet ſure of his own Sal- 
vation, but by the Principle of Faith . 
only, whereby he ſerves: his great 
Maſter with true Faithfulneſs, Love 


. and Humility. 

as eee 

by The Sun of Righteouſneſs opens 
| * the two Eyes of our Soul, and makes 
el as fee with one the incredible Depth 
33 E 4 of 
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of our Darkneſs and Miſery; and with 
the other, the infinite LOVE and 
POWER of God compaſſionating and 
relieving our Miſery. The more we 
are convinced of God's Mercy, the 
more we are aſhamed of Sin: And 
the more we are convinced of our 
Sin, the more we value that Mercy 
which looks after us. The Beams of 
that Sun of Righteouſneſs denounce 
Wrath to Corruption, and are Ar- 
rows of Death to the old Man: But 
they ſpeak Life and Comfort to the 
new Man, which is begotten of God 
through the Word of Truth. 


cxm. 


Without HUMILITY we cannot be 
_ exalted : But we ſhall never be truly 
humbled, except God humbleth us 
himſelf. Croſſes and Temptations are 
Means God often maketh uſe of for 
_ humbling us. That we may attain 
to an humble Senſe of our own Weak- 
neſs, he ſuffers us to be OVERCOME, 
before he enables us to OVERCOME, 
Nevertheleſs he is with us even in 
that Sorrow, which maketh us grieve 
for being overcome, 1909231. 
CXIV, 


—_ 


upon divers Subjects. 105 
Civ. 


Some Souls greatly hinder their 
Progreſs in the way of Life by not ta- 
king Notice enough of what God works 
in them, in order to convince em of 
his Love. For the more we are con- 
vinced of God's Love, the more we ſhall 
truſt in him, and. the. more willing 
we ſhall be both to 4d and to ſuffer 
for him. . Our- Miſery lieth in loving 


that which cannot make us happy; 
there being no true Happineſs but ig 


him who is ALL ſufficient. 
- 0K: 


It ſeems. a Paradox, that the Faith- 
ful ſnould earneſtly deſire to be un- 


clothed, and yet be more willing to 


ſuffer the "Troubles of this Life as 
long as God pleaſeth. Whilſt the 
Lord beſtoweth from Day to Day a. 
more lively Senſe upon a Soul of her 
glorious Inheritance, it maketh her 
deſirous to, enjoy it: Yet her Love 

and Obedience growing ſtronger too, 
it waketh her willing to ſtay for it. 
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him, who is the inexhanſtible abd 
_ "Happineſs. 
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| ſhould conſider the Cauſe wherel/ 
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cxVI. 


A true Chriſtian both tefviceth? and i 
grieveth upon God's Account: But 
when the natural Man either rejdiceth 
or en it 1 is e any Effect of 


+} 10 220 


exon.” 


Mn is its own Puniſhment, as Rith 
teo ſneſs Is its own Reyard. = 


171 fax 


of him hs is 7 e of 1 
Happineſs : But Righteouſneſs re 
wardeth it ſelf, becauſe thereb 2 
Man giveth himſelf entirely vp t 


communicative Spring vt, fa a 


SL cxvm. 


When we are bid. to conſider in tl 
Day of Adverſiy, Ecclef, VII. 14. j 
may intimate two things, viz. that wi 


God's Judgments are proyoked; os 
- 


th and 
: But 
diceth 
fed of 
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14. | 
hat we 
herebſ 


d; anc 


apon divers Sub jeckr. 107 : 
then the Deſfon ſor which they are 
ſent upon us, diet is, to humble and 


to purifie our Souls. 


8 cxix. 


When the Apoſtle ſ. peaks of the old 
Man, it ſeems he doth not reckon 
the Body to be the Man; but the Soul, 
when it is acted and moved by the | 
Principle of Corruption, which de- 
lights in the things that periſh. As 
on the other Hand, it is the new Mar, 
when the Soul acts and moves by that 
divine Spirit which giveth ew Life, 
and nouriſhes it up in the Soul a after 
it is once given. 


CXX. | 
FAITH. is the Life of the inner 
Man. The Embrio or Beginning of 
the ſpiritual Life conſiſts in believing, 
that God will forgive my Sins for 
Chriſt's Sake, and ſtrengthen me to. 
follow him. 'The Progreſs or. Youth 
of the ſpiritual Life is, when I find 
my Deſires after Chriſt grow more 
ſtrong and fervent, the inward Hun- 


ger being ſatiated by the Bread of 
Life, 


lite, or that Light which is the Seed 
pf the new Creature. The Matwiy 
bid | or compleater Age of Faith is knogn 
If by its Power and Energy, viz. When 
CHRIST by Faith overcomes Hell W 
and Death within us, and filleth the 
Soul unto the Fulneſs of God. 


Cxxl. 


| The Glorying in the Croſs, mention. 
| i ed Gal. VI. 14. denotes firſt that live- 
wa |! ly Joy a pious Soul reapeth from a 
[ due Conſideration of that great Love 
which brought Chrift to the Croſs 
| Secondly, Doth it conſiſt in a Senſe of 
that Peace which was made and pur: 
chaſed by his Death; and Laſtly, iti 
implieth that Power of Life, which, 
from the Crofs of Chriſt, is derived 
upon us for the ſubduing the Corri- 


ptions of Nature. 


ä 
The more glorious Ideas God. be 
ſtows upon ns of the Nobleneſs and 
Dignity of a Child of God, in the 
Fellowſhip -of his Son, the more we 


Fee our own Vilegeſs, and feel the 
| © Wiles 
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od be 
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Dre We 
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Wiles 
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Wiles and Power of the Enemy, who 


eavieth us our Happineſs. But the 
Joy reſulting from this glorious State 


js not to be attained without a pre- 


yious Sorrow for our Corruption, and 
z Grief for our Unfaithfulneſs which 


bo cloſely adhereth to us. 


CXXmH. 


People would fain go to Heaven, 
but are unwilling to go to it 
HROUGH CHRIST. Thoſe that 
will go through Chriſt to Heaven and 
appineſs, muſt learn all the hard 


hey muſt tale wp his Tote; they mult 
earn of him to be meek and lowly in 
cart ; they muſt practiſe the Duties 


f Mortification and Self-Denial, fo 


ighly recommended by him; they 
uſt bear the Contempt of the World; 
hey muſt love Chriſt's Croſs, and fol- 
ow the Footſteps he hath lefr *em 


o make CHRIST an unwelcome Gueſt 
0 the nicer ſort of our modiſh Chri- 
ans: And yet there is no other way 
o God but through Chriſt, CXXIV. 


Leſſons he hath injoined us. They 
muſt believe in a Chriſt ſlain and cru= 
fed by the Princes of this World; 


or a Pattern. Alas! this is enough 


w- 


— 7 c 
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cxxiv. 


The Mind, Body and Eftate of fall 
Men, is ſubject to the Spirit fff 
Apoſtacy in Self-Zove.. This Sci. 
Love exerts it ſelf through temporal 
Eſtates, in Covetouſneſs; through th 
Body, in Luſt or ſenſual Pleaſure M 
through the Mind, in Pride and An 
bition, both worldly and ſpiritual. 


CXXV. 


Few know what true Chriſtianit 
is, viz..4 Triumph of CHRIST over tit 
Spirit of Apoſtacy, which keepeth the 
Soul Priſoner by Self-Love and Self 
Will. Self-Love and Self. Will conſiſt 
in ſeeking our own Eaſe, carnal Ple⸗ 
ſure, and the Honor of Men rathe 
than the Honour of him, who deſignel 
our Happineſs in the Enjoy ment d 
bis Love and Glory alone. 


CXXVI. 


The natural Man placeth his 
ſery in the Troubles of the out wall 
Man: A Chriſtian reckoneth * 

A | ſer 


— 


upon divers 8 abjects. 111 
ſery to lie in that unfaithſul Temper 


„„ 5 
The Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 
having this Seal. The Lord knoweth 
them that are his. And let every one 
that nameth the Name of . Chriſt depart 
rom Iniquity, 2 Tim. II. 19, Herein 
the Apoſtle lays down the Terms of 
the Covenant, of Grace, betwixt God 
and the Soul, On God's Side it is 
thus expreſſed.: The Lord knoweth them 
that are his, that is, he carefully looks 
after them, he protects and maintains 
'em, he healeth and feedeth 'em, he 
loveth and leadeth 'em; the Know- 
ledge God hath of Men being altoge- 
ther an ectionate and paternal Know- 
ledge. But then ought we to anſwer 
the Kindneſs of the Lord by a ſuit- 
able Return of Love and Obedience, 
thus ex preſsd: Let every one depart 


cxxvill. 


* 
- 


ſt ianitz 
over tit 
eth the 
id Sell. 
conliſty 
al Plea 
rathe 
eſignel 
nent d 


rem Iniquity. 


TR. 
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* 
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1 i . „ f er 
2 8 1 A » $ * * ; k% 4 
CXX V III. e } 


The Unfaithfulneſs of a Servant to- 
wards his Maſter conſiſts, (1.) In zeg- 
lecting his Maſter. (2.) In being . 
ſhamed of him, and of his mean Car. 
riage. (3.) In appropriating his Ma- 
ſter's Goods to himſelf, and uſing 
them as if they were his own. The 
ſame will hold, if we conſider the 
Relation Men bear to God, their great 
Lord and Maſter. How often do we 
negle& our Maſter's Intereſt, and art 
intirely intent upon our own? | Nay, 
are aſhamed to own him for our Ma- 

ſter, who yet hath ſo highly deſerved 
of us, and is both able and willing 
to entruſt us with eternal and hea» 
venly Treaſures, after we. have an- 
ſwered the Character of a good Set- 
— ..“. a 


: * © : 
24 + Ch of 
r 3 by 


cxxix. 5 


Four things are required for gaining 
the Victory in a ſpiritual Combat: (1:) 
An entire Diſtraſt of out own Strengti 
(2.) Aa entire Reliance upon the Pon. 


s then 


er of Chriſt, whoſe Strength i - 
"Vo na 


upon divers Subjects. N 
made moſt manifeſt, when we moſt 


liſtruſt our ſelves. (3.) A good Uſe 
of the Faculties of our Sou, and 


nt to- vatchful Reſtraint of the Senſes of the 
n.ver- ody. (4.) A patient ae in 
ig „Her and Supplication, 

Car- 


3 Ma- CXXX. 

uſing | 
The WM If a Man did duly ponder his: own 

r the Norhingneſs, he would every one and 
great ven the greateſt Man in the World 

do weWhink as great a NOTHING -as him- 

nd are elf. It would then be all one to him, 


Nay, Whether the World did praiſe. or 
x Ma- eſpiſe, extol or vilifie him. For 
erved What can a Nothing add to my Hap- 
rillingWizeſs, or detract from it, if God 


1 hea- 
VE All» 
d Ser. 


veth it? 
CXXXI. 
| | | 1 a 3 9 F 
The carnal Will of the old Man 
Voves continually towards its own 
entre, the E ARTH, from whence 
e Fleſh hath taken its Riſe. The 
„: (1) %% Will of the new Man moveth 
engtht ncinually towards its own Center, 
'Pow*MWich is GOD, who by his WORD 


s thenWth created the new Man, and in- 
made a L 
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ſpired him with a divine Will. The 


Colliſion of theſe Tw 'oppoſite Wills | 


moving contrary ways, one upwards, 
and the other downwards, cauſeth that 
fFerce Combat bet wix: the Fleſh and the 
Spirit, of which the Scripture ſpeaks 
at large, and which daily diſquiets 
the ſpiritual Pilgrim in his way to 
Reſt and Rapping, Lots 


cxxxii. | 


ö 


1 he Soul is then acted by ale 


Principle, when ſhe ſinks into a lower 
Degree of Humility by the Enjoy- 
ment of Comforts ; and riſeth into « 


higher Degree of Love and ſpiritual, 


Courage by Creſſes and 1 Tem 1 


CXX, XIII. 


Our Peace with God is the Fon 
dation both of the Peace with on 


- felves, and of the Peace with ou 


Fellow. Creatures alſo. If that Foun 
dation be wanting, we cannot ex 


pect any long Peace either with ou; 


| ſelves or with others. For Self-wil 
and Self-Intereſt will put. al into Dil 


order again. 
4 cxxII 


pirit 
Wang 


i pon divers Subjects. I; 


_* OXANIV 


The World, the Earth, and the 
thole viſible Creation, if they be ſur- 
eyed by a Soul deffitute of God's 
ght and Guidance, will now, after 
he Fall, tempt her into a liking of 
tm, and ſtir- up in her abundance of 
iin Luſts and Deſires. The Soul 
tus taken by the Bait, hid in the 
reature, will thereby be farther and 
ther drawn away from the Crea- 
ir, and pleaſed with the, tranſient 
eauty ſhe findeth in the Creature. 
his is the way, to endleſs Torment 
id Miſery. For the more eagerly 
Soul purſueth her Happineſs in 
e Creature, the more it fleeth from 
er, and ſhe will be left empty and 
igent in the midft of all her Pur- 
ts, On the other Hand, when the 
my comes to be impregnated with 
ie Seed of that WORD which liveth 
id abideth for ever, then there will 
ing vp in her an heavenly Deſire and 
$'7/e; which, being wrought by the. 
pirit of God Himſelf, will draw the 
upwards, and by little &little diſ- 
angle her from the various Incum- 
| brances. 
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brances of the World, and Propenſ 
on towards the Creatyre. - As thi 
Deſire gathereth Strength, it regal 
teth the whole Man, and fanctifietl 
Spirit, Soul and Body, making each 6 
em to aft in a Principle conformah| 
to its own Nature. Such Work 
are done in God, And 'tis then thy 

a Man can enjoy the Creature in 
true Chriſtian Freedom, which he coul 
not do before. And this is one 
the nobleſt Prerogatives of God 
Children, and an ineſtimable - Jew 
to thoſe that have attained to it. 


Jt 5s more bleſſed' to give than to 
ceive. *Tis the Nature of true Ln 
to diffuſe and to communicate it ſe 
even as God communicates: bimſe 
who is LOVE. The nearer; a 8 
is transformed into the divine Loy 
the more ſhe rejoiceth to commu 
cate herſelf, and ſhe is more pleak 
with giving to, than with receiv 


From Others. Her Joy increaſeth, * 
her Gifts iacreaſe ſhe heſtoweth Pork 
others. If a Man did love God wi n 


s pure Love, he would be more ſy 


— W — 4 


upon divers Subjects. 117 
«| with giving himſelf entirely up to 
od, than with receiving Gifts from 
im. Though indeed he cannot give 
Winſe!f up to God, except he hath 

rſt received from God the Ability 
"Mo do it. But even this Willingneſs 
make himſelf an entire Sacrifice 
God, is acceptable to him, and an 
ucement of conferring more Gifts 
yon ſo grateful a Soul. 


” 


or 
Jen What the Lord ſays, Hagg. II. 6, 7. 


Wil. ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, 
Ws the Sea, and the dry Land And 
wil ſhake all Nations, and the Deſire 
al Nations ſhall come, and 1 will fill 
s Houſe with Glory. Theſe Words, 
ay, as they relate to the Operations 
eceding our Lord's coming in hu- 
ne Nature; ſo they may no leſs 
applied to the ſpiritual Diſpenſa- 
on, or the coming of Chriſt in the 
Writ, which will be preceded by 
tt dreadful and terrible Judgments. 


6 ſame Truth is experimentally 
170 It by every Soul in particular in the 


ſork of Converſion, before Chriſt 
manifeſted in her. What great 
Com- 
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Commotions, Doubts and Perpler 
ties - muſt a Soul paſs throug 
before CHRIST, the Hope of Git 
ty, be revealed in her, and the Mind 
after ſo violent a Storm, ſettled 9 
a fare and por TIE 


5 J 
Is | | CXXKVILK> 55 . - 200 0 TE 
& 4 ne na 


4 great mam read the Bible! wit 
a Deſign to be more learned: But fey 
read it with a Deſign to be more pi 
ous, more ous more Nas.» | 


minded. ee 007 360] ei 


3 d K Ar A Yan {id 
. * bin. i 3 $01 


4 une 


Many vn they love N. 200 ine 


| yet have ſo very little of his Con fro 


pany ; nay, love that Company bellf 5 
where con + Friend. de to 


Dad 8 his Children by 
many Temptations, that they wa 
have a; conſtant Senſe of their mn 


Weakneſs, which: would ſink em zan 
of the merciful Power af ae mo | 
doth relieve * em. 


apon divers Subjects. 119 


« "I. — „ 


1 ? : 
% . 1 * * 4 * 7 
* A 
+ % p ww £4 * 1 w 7 
4 > 17 F © * 6 » f 1 * 1 ** — 
> 3 Fw 3 a 


. {3 IR et dero 84 

'Tis an excellent eray er recorded 
1Thefſ. V. 23: I pray God your whole Spi- 
rit, 15 Soul, 54 Body | be preſe 9 
Hameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST: But then the origi- 
nal Text may be alſo rendered in 
this Manner: Ther your Spirit, Soul 
and Body be preſerved blameleſs in the 
Preſence of Chrift! That is, that 
CHRIST, after he is once formed 
within you, (Gal. IV. 19.) may pret 
ide over all the Faculties of Spir it, 
Sonl and Body, and by bis conſtant 
and immediate Preſence direct and 
influence all the Actions reſulting 
from it. At this rate is the Preſer- 
vation of the new Creature entirely 
to be aſcribed to jeſus Chriſt, who is 


the Beginner thereof. 
CLXI. 


| John XVIII. 37 : For this Cauſe came 
into the World, that I ſhould bear 
Witneſs unto the Truth. TRUTH is 
the Reftauration of God's Image: 
And therefore that Text may be thus 
835 pa- 


a 
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paraphraſed : “ I am come intd the 


&« World, to recover for, and to re 
« ſtore to you the Image of God, for 
cc feited by the firſt Tranſgreſlio 


„ and in order. to this, to deſtroy 


« that deviliſh Iniage, ſtamped upo 
© you by him who did wor N 


os r H, Jour ENA 380 
cxlil. 12 f . 


What the Pro phet, Hoſea. 15.00 
of the Valley 57 Achor, which the 
Lord will give for a: Door of hope 


the Church, may be applied to 2 | 
whole Church in general, and then tin 


every Soul in particular. Acher hi 
nifieth Trouble or Perturbation, thre 
which the droo ing Soul, affecte( 
with a Senſe of her Corruption 
muſt paſs, in order to attain tn 
Door. of hope. Thus it will be wit 


the whole Church of Chriſt, wboſſd 


Glory and Brightneſs will not be di 
played but after a great many Trou 


bies and Judgments, 


crx 


£ 
Land 


ee, oo eats 


TO" * 2 7 F 15 


* 


| 22 9220 Dir 


ou 3 beg, and of Foe 


HEART: © LONIES Per] 2d 80 
Mat. VI. 2 1. 1 muh is; 
there wil your Heart he alſo.” 95 


Wi Jam: IV; 8. Draw e ved, | 


wifie yell” Hears pe adnble-minded.”” 


clean Heart. 


1 th bon LXXXVI; It To each meejWay :U- 

pe unte my Heart mito the Fear of by Name. 

o w. Pet. III. 15. Santtifie the Lord S 

1En N In your | Heat * 

r fol Phil. IV. 7 The Pete ef God „ 
thraqh ier your Hearts. 


fette Prov. IV. 23. Keep thy Hart with al 


tions axe; ; 225 out "£ it are the Mues of 
n tl | 

witl Pal, cxix. 11. Thy Word have 1 
Who in mine Heart, that 7 might | not 
e di gain Thee. 

Trou 2 Pet. I. 19. Te ds vel, that ye take 


red unto the Word, as unte Lis r'thar 
18 inet h in 4 dark Pl 
| lan, and. The 12 


far ariſe 1 La 


| Warts, En pen Go IU TY” IQ» 
. 5 IN — ge 15 e r . 
C \ $44 ; + \ 55 
Gs k 
F * Since 
— af N — 


77 n 


Fm bes ge Fr 16% by #0 he 


Fal LI. 10. Lord, create id nie 6 


e umi th Day 


" 
" 
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Since from the Heart or Centre of 
the Soul ſpring up Thoughts, Words ! 
and Deeds, by which God is either Ml # 
honoured or .diſhagoured:3+the.grea i} 
Work of our Salvation depends up. 
on the Purification of the; Heart: . 
Which - is more or leſs impure, as it v. 
15 more or leſs divided between GOD ( 
and SELF: (the Love of the World, 5 
and f the Creature centri 10 elf.) 
cif; or. the. batanical Nature hinders 
us from drawing ſo nigh to Gad, as 
to feel more and more, hig drawing 
nigh unto dus in ſo powerful a.way, 
as to have our Peace one ſand more 
eſtabliſhed on a ſure, Fa 194tion,, by 
ſaactifying God in gr Heayts, ir by 
[| . giving our ſelves entirely; up to, hi 
1 | holy Spirit. r n ES ie 1 
— 3 0 80 0. . 18211 
E 35, CXLIV. 7, VR 
| i Send ever II MIMD urn 
whole Work of Redemptien i, That GOD 
„ 


** k 
. — q S <= 
5 ICE RT 


may be gv ißed Gin in the Creature ſl 1 
ef which", me, have. divers Expreſſions ml" 


. 
* 


— 


- 4 * % 

become Servants of God, ye, haut $ rec 

your Fruit unto Holineſs, and _—_ En) N 
| #2 : OM: 

Starred Dije nt _ 


Scuip ture. n. ; ik 45 tha er 
„For. 8 freed from S 2 
AN 


- 


upon divers Subjects, 123 

Rom, XIV. 9. To this End Chriſt both 
lied, & roſe, & revived, that he might 
br Lord both of the Dead and Living. 

2 Cor. V. 15. He died for al, that 
they which live, ſhould wot henceſbrth live 
unto themſelves, but unto HIM 
which died for them, and roſe again. 

Cal. I. 4. He gave himſelf for our 
Sins, that he might deliver us from this 
preſent evil World. „ 
Tit. II. 14. He gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniqui- 
ty, and purifie unto 171. a peculiar, 
People Tealous of good Works, _ Z 

1 Pet. II. 24. He bare our Sins in his 
body on the Tree, that we being dead to 
Sin, ſhould live unto. Righteouſneſs, by 
whoſe Stripes we were healed. | 

Heb. XIII. 12. That he might ſan- 
fe the People with his own Blood, he 
(red without the Gate, 
Tim. I. 5. The End of the Com- 


1 
{th mndment is Love out of a pure Heart. 

rare The Deſign and ultimate END of 
i n$-o4's infinite Love in our Creation 
d Redemption, is his Glory in our 
Sin pineſſ.. A pure and holy Heart 


a5 required for that intimate Union, 
which, through Chriſt, God lives 
5 * 3 


* 


. 


nity. Since this preſent Life, alloy. 
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in us, and we in him, unto all Eter. 


ed for our Purification, is but un. 
certain, we ought carefully to refrain 
from what may enſnare us into the 
Love of the Creature; and, by turning 
our Hearts to God, pray to him for 
his Almighty Support and. Deliye- ( 
rance. Chriſt's Promiſe to be with bu © 
Church tothe End of ae World, gives us 
this comfortable Hope, that he will 
faithfully aſſiſt us, till we be ſet free 
from all the Snares and Temptation 


of this World, and triumph at laſt over ſl — 
all the combined Powers of Darkneſs, I 7 


According to the working whereby he is able | 
even to 28 all things unto himſelf. : 


7 - 


> CONSIDERATIONS 


nl 9x TRE | 
uf INTEREST | 
the — _ 


ning OF THE 
* 
i 


EY CHURCH UNIVERSAL, 


RO: And on the | 
MEANS whereby to promote it. 


_— 


Smith Select Diſcourſ. p. 405, 

The Soul never more ſlideth and degenerates 
from it ſelf, than u en it becomes enthral« 
led to ſome particular Intereſt: As. on the 
other Side, it never als more freely or fully, 
than when it extends it ſeif upon the moſt. 
UNIVERSAL End. e 

Comen. in Ann: t; ad Rat. Ord. F. F. Bc hem. 

Char itatis were charadt er eſt, non ſibi tantum 
bene e velle ac optare, ſed OMNIBUS, 


| 
Fl Atque ſi non adtu ipſo cucam & ſelicitudi- | 
— 3 Eads T: 5% 
75 nem pro omnibus Eccleſiis perere, (id quod: | 
Apoſtolorum fuit) at ſaltem orare pro omui- | 
bus ſanct is. 5 F 
— — ' 
| The Secon ition. | 
1 6 3 - | 
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 JWrcated the City oftGod, Chriſt's Spouſe, 
_ Chriſt's Body. As this Body is 


Inade yp of: ſdeb-Members,'as: are a- 
J FWiinated Uby:;thes vital Spirit which 
foweth from'the Head, and linketh 

hem together wich bone another as 


yell as with their Head, CHRIST; 
0 Real ee, Without doubr, 


dorning of that myſtical 5 Cee, which 


F 4 the 
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the main Point to be conſidered 2. 
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128 0 C nfl iderations 


hout the Edification of the Church 
Univerſal : And as real Chriſtianity 


ſpreads and improves, or ſhrinks and 


decays; ſo the Vniverſal Church mult be 
tooked u poneither as flouriſhing or de- 
clining alſo. Real Chriſtianity conſiſt. 
ing in following. the Stepsiof our Savi- 
our, and expreſſing by our Life this 
Pattern, as far as Diviae Grace jnables 


every one of us; we may term true 


Chriſtianity a Reſemblance, to Chrif, 
the Reſtoref of God's Image in the 


Soul of Man, and the Beginner and 


Fulfiller of our Faith. Now the near- 


er we reſemble unto Chriſt, and the 
More there is of thoſe that reſemble 


him, the more tully the glorious END 
of his Gofpeb is anſwered; #1d/the 
chureb ae e and Fo 
. me 

43 f 5 . . | g | 1 
Though i it Ah aof a reste 


Abſurdities to think, that Chriſt di- 
ed for this or that Set barely, and 


khat Heaven muſt be ſtocked only out 


of. one particular Church; yet do the 


er of Chriſtianity run ſo low 
_ 


— 


1 of the Church Univerſal. 2239 
now-a-days, that the greateſt Part 
fancy, Chriſtian Religion to be no- 
thing elſe but the performing of di- 
vine Worſhip after this or that Form, 
and holding ſuch or ſuch Opin'ons. 


III. 


This falſe Suppoſition hath be- 
trayed many into very unchriſt ian 
Courſes againſt thoſe that differ from 
them in Form and Party, and hath: 
occaſioned, and: ſtill doth occaſion, 
moſt deplorable Effects. Wherefore: 
divers pious Souls have endeavoured: 
io heal the Wounds of the Church, by: 
reconciling the aforeſaid Differences. 
It is but too well known how frujt- 
leſs hitherto ſuch Endeavours have 
proved, Nor can It be otherwiſe, 
25 long as that poyſonous Root of alli 
Diſlention tyrannizeth over the Soul, 
wz. the rebellious Principle of SELF- 
IOYE, contracted: by the Fall of the 
firſt Man, when he liſtened. to the: 
Serpent, and ſo declined from God: 
to Satan, the Prince of Pride. It 
would not ſignifie much neither, if? 
all the Men in the World reſolved) 
upon uſing the ſame external Form 

PTV 
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fions. to be received by all Churches, 
and inſtead of arguing agalnft one 


_veive him, (4 ) to become Children of 


\ 
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and Expreſſion, and the ſame Church 7 
Service, continuing all the while de 
Slaves to the Kingdom of Darkneſ, I te: 
Whereas: Holineſs, or real Chriſtian C 


ty, ſincerely. purſued, in the ſeveral ab 


particular Churches, would bring de 
People over to that ſweet and hea- th 


venly Temper, to which Jarring and I an 


n Is. a dae ae $0 
W. | 


Wherefore I am of Opinion, that 
it would be far better, if the differing] un 
Parties, inſtead. of compiling Confeſ- 


anotier's. Tenets, would vye with 
one another, who could produce moſt th: 
Inſtances of ſuch Souls, asi n their ſe-M fn: 
veral Churches, have attained- to the of 
glorious Renovation of God's Image uf w 
the Heart, which is the Sign and Efftd T. 
of that FAITH, which (a) avercomi gri 
the World, (b) and by which Chili 61 
dmelleth in us, inabling thoſe that re 


Gu 
Te: John V. 4 (* E. III. 13 
8 Tol nl, 13. 


a 


ile lun e Duiverſal. 131 
Cd. Thoſe chat (q) are thus in Chriſt 


chile become new Creatures, and uni- 
neſz ted with him, ho is the Head ot the 
an Church, (/ needrnati buſie theniſelves 
7eral about a Confeſſion, w hereby they:might 
ring be united and kept together; all of 
hez-M them being heartily united already, 


and living, as it were, by one common 


V. 


Though the Number of ſuch as are 
united on this Foundation, is but very 
mall, yet hath God ſome here and 
there, which in his infinite Mercy he 
hath left for a Salt of the Earth. Theſe 
few ought to be the more thankful to 
that Goodneſs, which hath ſo mercifully 
fnatch'd them out of the Inundation 
of that Corruption, which now every 
where overflows the Chriſtian World. 
The greateſt Thankfulneſs to- the 
great Donor of all good and perfect 
Giits cenſiſts in endeavouring to be- 
nefit others alſo by what we have re- 

: __ ceived 


(4) 23 Gre Vo It. 
FAA... 
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(e) Eph. V. 235 | 
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had themſelves an experimental Knon- 


Be ye Followers of me, even as J alſs 


ovght to be taken, that a Preacher 
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eived out of the inexhauſtible di. 
vine Treaſure, to the Glory of ſo 
liberal a Giver: Wherefore the afore: 
faid Proſciente in real Chriſtianity 
can hardly make any better Retury 
to Heaven's Favours, whilſt they are 
here on Earth, than by heartily be- 
ſtirring themſelves to communicate I 
unto others alſo that divine Nature, M (: 


whereof they themſelves have been Mis 


made Partakerss T1 
1 85 | 
VI. REST 


After theſe Premiſes J infer, that Mz; 
the Intereſt of the Church Univerſal might Mia 
be happily promoted, if the following EW 
Points were but more practiſed among of. 
Chriſtians : . e 

(I.) Thoſe that are in Authority 
ſhould ſtudy all poſſible Means to pro- 
vide ſuch GUIDES for the People, ar iſ \ 


ledge of the abovementioned real Chriſti- 
anity, and could ſay with St. Paul: 


am of Chriſt. (g) At leaſt, utmoſt Care 


may 


20 1 Cor. XI. Is 


| 
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may not bring a Reproach or Diſpa- 
— — his good Doctrine by 
his bad Example. Perſons that have not 
themſelves recovered Lite by Chriſt, 
will hardly be able duly: to explain 
and to lay before their Hearers, what 
is the (h) Old Man depraved accords 
ing to the Deſires of the Deceit, and the 
(nem Man, who is created aſter God 
in Righteouſneſs. and Holineſs of the 
Truth: what it is to be dead in Sin 
and Treſpaſſes, and to be raiſed' with 
Chrift from the Dead. Wherein never- 
N tbeleſs conſiſts true Repent ance and 
that I Faith, which two Heads (i) St. Paul 
1ght Ways down as the main Ingredients of 
ing Wan unfeigned Converſion to God, and 
aong of the Salvation of Souls attending it. 


rity BERL j:» 


Without this Foundation the learnZ 


e, 40 
'now- Nedſt and moſt florid Diſcourſes will 
riſti- rail little or nothing towards the 
aul: Nalarging of God's Kingdom upon 
_alſo Harth. They may tickle the Ear for 
Care I while, get Credit and Eſteem to 
cher N | + 


6) Eph. IV. 22. G) Eph. IV. 24. (f 
ts XX. 21, | 


\ 


134 | Conſiderations \\ \ 


| the Preacher, and fill the Minds of 
F the Hearers with a Set of fine Noti: 
ons at beft. Nay, thaugh they ſhould 
* convince the Auditory of the Advan. 
| tages of a good moral Life; yet will 
j/ = little be done in reality, whilſt the 
| Principle of Diſobedience, of Self-lowe, 
and SelfEwill continueth the unhappy 
| Spring of the Heart. At the beſt, 3 Hr 
good moral Life is far enough zs yet n 
If from being God's - Righteouſneſs, (1!) 1 
4 which however is the Scope of the holy | > 
h Goſpel of Chriſt, - Moral Men are p 
| ſometimes. fallen into a vain Conceit i [ 
| of themſelves, and have ſet up their li 
own Righteonſneſs, for want of due 
[| Iaſtruction about the deplorable Stats 
Il! af corrupt Nature, and the: great Ne- 
1. ceſſity and glorious Advantage 
ti of that new Birth, which is from a- 
ö 


bove, and formeth Chriſt ia us, (n 
conſequently begets God's Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is by Faith in Chriſt. () 


it 1 

it (2. For the breeding of many Guides 

Ik duly qualified, it. would be requiſite 
2 | 5-40 


4 5 
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| (1) 2 Cr. V. 21. (a) Gal. Iv. 19 4 
1 ]) Phil. III. 9. > 
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to order the SCHOOLS ſo, that 4 ſo- 


lid Foundation for true Wiſdom 1755 * 
be laid there, by inuring Vouth be. 


times to a ſincere |; Regard to him; 
who is the Fountain of a ſound Uu- 


derſtand ing, and of a ſubſtantial Wiſe 


om. For want hereof we find ſo 
yaſt a Number of Scholars, that aim 
rather at Fame, by being verſed in 


many hard Authors; than at the Glo- 


ry of God, and Advantage of their 
Neighbour, by acquiring firſt anex- 


perimental Knowledge of the great 


Difference between Ming to God, and 
living to our ſelves; and then by influ- 
encing their Fellow-Creatures alſo 
with a Senſe of ſo noble a Fruth. 1 
have met with ſome that took more 
Delight in giving an Account of an 
old Manuſcript, than in turning a 


Soul. from the World to Heaven. 


Which plainly ſhews they were alto- 
gether Strangers to the Worth and 
Excellency of Souls; ſince they took 
ſo little Pains to reclaim em. Nor 
is it probable Heaven's - Intereſt 
hould be heartily efpouſed by thoſe, 
with whom the Love of the World 
dears the chief Sway. Though in. 


geed Providence hath contrived it ſq. 


Wiſe. 


and Reputation of vaſ# Scholart; 


Spirit, and reap the more Fruit from 


Flock from the World: to Heaven; 


he profeſſes, ſhould not incourage v 
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wiſely, that ſome grievouſly: ſmart . 
for their Vanity in affecting the Name f 


ſince oftentimes they become utter 
unfit for thinking right ' themſelves, 
whilſt they waſt their Lives in cram» 
ming other Mens Notions into their 
owa Brains. AS 


4 


(.) If inſtead of railing: at one a 
nother, and preaching at this rate 
Hatred rather than Love and Chari- 
ty, the Clergy of all the particular 
Churches made it their only Buſineſs, 
to preach Repentance and Faith, accord- 
ing to the frf Article; they would 
then ſhew the more of an Apoſtolick 


their Labors. I have often wonders 
ed at their taking more Pleaſure in 
the making of Proſelytes: to their 
Church, than in turning their own 
it a 
on, 


and from the Slavery of the Prince ofſlon 
hou 


the World, to the: glorious Liberty 
of the Kingdom of God. He tha 
hath a. Fenderneſs-for the PerſwaſionMier 


fron 
ciou 
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vart Wl cious Worldlings to come over to itz 
ame Wl jnce a great many well-diſpoſed Souls 
ground their Eſteem of a Church up- 
erh Non the Number of good Patterns of 
ves, N piety, which that Church affords. Up- 
ame Non the whole, it is the Intereſt of 
heir Whoſe that would raiſe. their Church 
and Perſwaſion to a greater Luſtre 
and Dignity, to contribute what hes 
in them, to ſee it cleared from the 
common Corruptions that have fpread 
themſelves through all the Parties of 
eWChriſtendom ; that fo. Chriſtian. Vir- 
reges might ſhine brighter in their 
-uiar Wown Church than in any other. 


. s $ 7 : 
7 4 — — 
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(.) If People of 29 Perſuaſi- 
ens did fall into Company, they ſhould 
r. woid all manner of Controverſie; the 
handling wherof ſeldom betters Men, 
but often inflames Animeſities to a 
isber degree. Moſt Men do think 

it a leſfening of their own Reputati- 
on, and that of their Maſters, if they 
ſhould yield but one Tittle of their 
dcheme of Religion, and of the Sy: 
nontem of Divinity they have received 
om their Fathers. Whereas "_ : 

| | ave 


0 


I 3 TT 0 Confllelariing = 


have done good even upon Men of 4 2 
differing Perſwaſion, by declining on 


purpoſe controverted Points, and 


grounding their Diſcourſe upon ſuch 


Subjects as are agreed on by all Hands, 


and which, as. Eſſential to Salvation, 
ire owned. by 1 4 Parties, Though 
ee but 18 tete, 8 


81 


5.) 7 boſe FE: Ut really 1 Ein 


00 cit (o) as the Power and Wiſdom 


Gh in the Faithful, and feel by this 
Knowledge (p) betrat Life ſpringing 


up in them, and have thus attained 


to _— bleſſed Experience of () being 
one Spirit with Chrift, may endeavau 
765 ger acqualnted together, Aud ſettlt 

e ence with one nb on Ac. 
count of carrying on the Work o of Religion, 
though Providence hath placed then 
in different Proyinces of th Lord's 
Vineyard. Such a. eee 


would not oaly prove a mutual Com- 
fort and Incouragement to themfetve, 


but they s alſo cynter with one 
1 ao. 


4) r Cor. iro 2.487 77 Sel „ NV II 4 
w) r Cor. VI. 1 ä 
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of 2 I another about promoting the com- 
"on MW non Intereſt of Chriſt againſt the 
and Ml Kingdom and Power of Darkneſs, 
uch MW which have all along ſo miſerably . 
nds, MI deluded, and delude ſtill, the Slaves, 
ion, Nof its Dominions, and thwart the good 


Deſigns of the Heirs of God's King- 
dom. In the mean while let every 
one make it his main Bufineſs to 
ſtrengthen the Weak of his own Per- 
ſmaſion, and reſcue them from pe- 
riſhing, that are upon the Brink of 
peſtruckion: For, eren by ſach En. 
dearours great Advantages would 
be added to the Church univerſal in 
time, every particular Congregation 
contributing what they can, towards. 
building up the Walls of Zeruſalem og 
feir” Se. 5 3 I 0 
_— 7 Alto: \ : 
If theſe few plain Rules, deſigned 
for helping to retrieve the Cauſe of 
Religion in this deplorable Age, 
Rould prove ſuccefsful, and, under 
the Bleffing of God, gain Ground in 
me Souls; then would the meek, 
peaceable, heavenly Spirit of Chriſt 
bon dethrone the haughty, broil- 
„ 3 bone and contentious Spirit of Satan 
in 


Y 7 
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in Peoples Minds; that ſo they might 


haſten without Let and Impediment to 
brotherly Love and Embraces. But the 
turbulent Oppoſers of Love and Unia 
would be left to fret away by their 
ſo much beloved Sourneſs. + 


Some Paſſages out of Macarins bj: 
Homilies, not altogether unſuitable tt 


2 * 


the foregoing Diſcourſe. 
| Macatins Homil. XXxll. 


As the Sun _lalightens the whole 
Earth, ſo is God every where. If 
- you look for him in Heaven, there he 
is in the Thoughts of the Angels. It 
you ſeek him on Earth, there he is to 
de met with in the Hearts of Mey, 
But of a great many, there are but fem 
fuch Chriſtians as pleaſe him. 
HFomil. V. 
There is a great Difference be- 


tween real Chriſt ians and the reſt of 


Mankind. Real Chriſtians. have their 
Mind and Underſtanding always in 
a heavenly Diſpoſition z eternal Bleſ- 
ſings are always in their Sight, by 
Reaſon of the Communion and Par- 


ticipation of the Holy-Ghoſt. They] 


are born of God: from. aboye 5. they 
| aft 


— 
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abt are dignified to be God's Children 
to in Truth and Power. After much 
Labour, Sweat and Time, they arrive 
at a Settledneſs, Steadineſs, Tran- 
quillity and Comfort, ceaſing to be 
üfted and toſſed by fickle ad vain 
„Thoughts. In this they are better 
bin and greater than the World; becauſe 
e their Mind and Underſtanding reſts in 
the Peace of Chriſt and the” Love of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; as the Lord ſpeaking 
„„ ot ſuch faith: They ave paſt from Death 
bole into Life. 
 I' Wherefore the Difference of Chri- 
> he ſtians (from the reſt of Men) doth _ 
Nt conſiſt in Form and outward Appear 
is to ance. For by the Renovation © the 
len. Mind, by the Tranquillity of the 
fem Thoughts, by the Love of the Lord, 
and by a ktavealy Long ng, differs the 
New Creature of Chriſtians, tym. all 
be. te Men of the World. 


Homil. . 


We have not yet obtained the Exul- 
tation of Chriſt's Salvation; becauſe the 
us of Death ſticks Mill in us. We 
Jure not yet put on the new Man, 
Which is created after God in Holi- 
| becauſe w we have not yet put — 

Mo „ 


of our Soul to Paſſion. 


We are not glorified with Chriſty be. 
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emenius Paræneſ. ad Eccleſ. Anglican, de 
be- Bono Unitatis, p. 16. Edit. Lond. 
We inam omnes qui Chriſti nomen invocant, 
bout Ml / C HRISTO nudoque Chriſts duce 
tery ſibi conſtituto, Paulum, Apollo, Cepham 
Rin MY Seren! Vniuſque Jalutis & glorie æter- 
ne ſcopo ſibi fixo, ceteras nugas tanquam 


uſts MUNDANAS impertinenter admiſtas quiſ= 


leits quilias, exeſſe j ubeant! 

Spi- | Pag. 47. 

tion, vis Eccleſiæ bonus non eſt, qui non commune 
ome I bonum TOTIUS Eccleſie quærit, aut optat 
not Item. n 
ill a. 3 PLATE” 3 


Printed in the Vear MDCCXII, 
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hurches of the Levant. 
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: Relating tothe ol; Jura 


Promotion of Reli gion in rhe Orien- 
al Churches; offered in the Tear 
1700, #0 the Honourable Focie 7 

for Propag LE . 
KNOW VL D GE. g 


Hoſoerer dann a hearty Con- 
cern for the Intereſt; of the 
Church of Chriſt, (of which to be a2 
liring Member is a great Happineſs) 
cannot but thank God for having 
inſpired ſome pious Souls with Zeal 
md Vigour for Promoting Chriſtian 
Lnowledge, and for forming themſelves 
into a SOCIETY, in order to facilitate 
better ſo important an Underta- 
It wauld render the more 
ons the CHURCH of: ENGLAND, 
1 : G 1 
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145 A Propoſal concerning 
if they ſhould endeavour, not only to. ! 
promote Real Chriſtianity among them. bef 
ſelves, but influence other Churches foll 
alſo, both with their Example and tf 
kind Aſſiſtance, towards anſwering the late 
great Ends of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
The Correſpondencies hic are e- afl 
ſtabliſhing with ſome good Souls a- to ei 
mong the reſt of Proteſtants, will 
make theſe Partakers of what Fa- 4 
vours God ſhall be pleaſed to beſtow com 
on his Church here, and encourage $4111 
'em to bring their Churches likewiſe I 07: 
to a more ſpiritual Luſtre in Time. [ 
And ſhould we be induced here. to ſuch 
make it part of our Care, that, the I none 
Brightneſs of our Light might dart 
forth ſome Rays into the Churches in 
the Eaſt; our Charity would then 
move in a larger Sphere than what 
is uſual, in this cold and degenerate 
Age. It would beſpeak the more 
Praiſe to him, who alone is the great 
Author of all good and perfect Gifts, 
and who is moſt ſerved by thoſe who 
are moſt inſtrumental in helping their C 
Fellow-Creatures, and in communi - Lg. 
cating to others ſuch Mercies, as they % 
have received themſelves at the Handi feilt, 


| of the nb. 5 an Ori, 
. 1 have 
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have therefore thought fit to lay 
before this Honourable SOCETT the 
«I following, Propoſab or Method, tending 
| © copromote the Gauſeof Chriſt and the 
latereſt of Religion, in thei Oriental 
Churches if the LORD, by -bisgracious 
uuffuence ſhould: perhaps ſtir up ſome 
to engage in ſo glorious an Enterpriſes 


ils Tp TN 714 
As the wain Buſineſs towards 
compaſſing this End, would be to 
gain firſt the Eſteem and Love of the 
Oriental Churches; ſo we cannot ex- 
pet to obtain this, except we fend 
ſoch Patterns of Chriſtian Virtues a- 
mong em, as by their mee Condutt 
ud prudent Example, render their Cen- 
der ſation both accept able and ediſying to 
the Chriſtians in the Eaſt, But as for 
nutual Converſation, the Knowledge 
of Languages is required, ſo it mould 
be neceſſary, 10 80 N, 2 9715 > Ar. 


That thoſe that deſign to go 
tither, might ar leaſt in ſome degree 
aquaint themſelves: with the Eaſtern 
Languages before they did go on ſo lau- 
lable an Errand. The beſt Means to 
acilitate this would be, if a ſort of 


n Oriental COLLEGE was eſtabliſhed 
ye G2 among 
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among us, ont of which ſuch Peru 
were choſen as might be recomme Br 
.ded: for ferving as Chaplaint to tie done 
Factories, hich the Honoorabe /) 
COMPANY, trading in England zal C 
the Levant, 'hath in Turkey: In mo wr 
College they might go about getting tions 
the Malgdr Greekat leaſt, if nor allhſrage! 
the Turkiſh and Adabick. he el 
The Vulgar Greel will be eaſie ting 
thoſe that have learned the BGA C 
Greek. But then the — ht to wiſer al 


themſelves to the modern Pronunci eren. 
tien of the Grecians. "This = en; 
only prove uſeful in quotiag fonWthods 


Paſlages out of the New Te Hoon 
but will alſo be more accep ptahle u 
the Greciam them ſelves upon in fove 
TS 1 

I ſuch a College <ould not be con 
paſſed, then every one deſigniag t 
go to the Ea, ought at- lvaſt to 
quaint himſelf: with all ſuch Ways an 
Methods as in any manner mig 
prove ſerviceable for ſupporting fe 
ligion and Piety among the Gent 
men af the Factories themſelves, 
then for ſcatteriig alſo ſome got 
Seed among other Nations in tho 
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the Churches in the Eaſt. 
61.45 SV e 
But: the: greateſt; Service might be 
done in this Paint, if a SEM MRR 
young Men, choſen out of the Orien- 
al Churches themfelves, could be erected 
md managed, fer the Good of the Na- 
tions in the Eaſt. But then the Ma- 
agers of ſuch a Conſtitution, ſhould 
be entirely concerned about inculca- 
ting general and eſfntial Principles | 
l Chriſtianity, without tampering 14 
tail with new Forms, Modes, Schemes, Ill 
Ceremonies a ud Cixeurafharices of Religi- LN 
Wthods would be. render'd aſtogether || 
Au fruitleſs. For Wwhilſt we, take the, 
um of Worſhip: fer the Worſhip it 8 || 
elf, and a Scheme of Religion for Re- 1 
\Wicion it ſelf, we muſt, of Neceſſity, il 
aſtead of the SUBST ANCE of Re- | 
i ieion, propagate a bare theme ther- | 
op the T 1 | | 
om. 3 | 


/ 
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he differ ing Parties of Chriſte 

Not to mention here, that every par- 
icalar Church would at this rate in- | 
roſs Heaven to herſelf:; conſequently, Fj 
„Man would be ablt to do muchgood ity 
nithout the Pales of bis own Chyreh Filf} 
uad Party. Whereas if ſame. Youths 1 
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of the Oriental Church were trained 
up among us in the FUND AMEN. 


TALS of Religion only, and in 3 Ch⁰ 
ſound Pratlice of Evangelical Truths, I., 
without breaking in upon their e- t 
ternal Form, and peculiar way of their — 

rive 


Church-Worfſhip ; they would then 
more readily receive good Inſt ructi- furn 
ons at our Hands herez and more ta- Nude 
their Brethren at Home. Not to in. 5122 
fiſt here, how theſe eſſential Truths, ig] 
well digeſted wit hin, would after. 
wards of courſe diſeover, and in 
Time rectifie, what might be defici- 
ent ' without, nay, infſuence the whole 
Conſtitution, and external Scheme of 
the Church, with Life, Power and E. 
nergy. | un e 175? 20 Tt 


If the aboveſaid Honourable So. 
ciety did chuſe a Committee from 4+ 
mongſt themſelves, to make the State 
of the Oriental Churches their partict- 

lar Care; the Gentlemen-'of: fuch a 
Committee might then ferrle 4 uſeful __ 
Correſpondence with ſome ef the mil 
eminent and beſt diſpoſed Men in tht 
Eaſt, for carrying on the Work of 
Reformation among them. Thoſe 
0 „„ nn 
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the Churches in the Eaſt. 151 
night acquire, in time, a competent 
Knowledge ; of the State of theſe 
Churches, of the various Lets and Im- 
rdiments obſtructing a ſound Refor- 
mation, of the Cauſes of their Decay, 
and, under the Bleſſing of God, co 
trive Means to help dem. They might 
U. Nurniſh with gad Piregions ſuch. as 
tid either goas Chaplains to the Eacto- 
ge ſies there, or had ſome, other Chri- 
tian Reſolutions in their Eye. They 
night find out ways to encourage in- 
genious young Men to come from the 
in Levant, amongſt, us, and then ſend 
i. em back with good Inſtructions, to 
le further the Work of God in their na- 
of tive Country. My OY | 
F A 0 mall. SaripraraleCarechiſin, con- 
taining the Principles of ſound Chri- 
tiznity, laid down:inthe very Words 
of Scripture, * and diſtributed a- 
nong the Levantines, might do good: 
to a great — N Such a 7 rea- 
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„lere bene fo Ince 9.8 Two 1 of 
the whole New- Teſtament in vulgar Greek, for 
the Uſz of the Churches in the Levant : One 
printed at London, in the Year 1703; and the 
ther at Hall, in the Tear * 10. 
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152 A Propoſal concerning, &. 
tiſe would be leſs liable to Bxcepti- 


dous than Books of other Churebes 


fent over toi them; every particular 
Church making it 1. Point both bf, 
Honour and Conſcience to ſtoop! too 


much to another Church. For wan 


of. ſmall Books to teach the BOys t 
read, the Dor ＋Maſters ate 
forced: to iet dau in Writing the 
ſeveral Leſſons the Children art v0 
read. ,So'that a Compendium ef the 


Elements of Chriſtianity diſperſed in 


that Nation, woutd be very uſeful 
to forward the Deſign in Hand. M 
a Word or "two was added by way 


of Priſuce, intimating, that ſume 


Chriſtian Souls here, had done this by 
a Motive of hearty Love to their 
Brethren of the Greel· Churchʒ it would 


ſooner convince them of our Love and 
Kindneſs to them, and engage em in 


a like Return of cordia} Love and 
Friendſhip; LOVE being always the 
ſureſt aud ſafeſt Inlet into other Peo- 
ples Minds. May the LORD. teach 
us all ag. experimental Knowledge of 
this divine Truth: God #s Love, and 


he that «bideth in Love, aiderh ; in God, 


and God in him! i 


1 
. 
* 
1 


6 


ea - 


7 8 =. AQ Ms a3 cv 0 


REFLEXIONSGS 


N 
PRESENT STATE 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


Hieron. Savonarol. Epift.. ad Tract. de Sim- 


plicit. Vitæ chriſtian. 
In hac infeliciſſimę ætatis niſtre conditione 
adco FIDES defecit, & adeo lumen SUPER 
NAPFURALE in hominibus extinctum eſſe 
vide tur; ut diſcernere nequegm,an hi, qui ſe 
firmiter credere fatentur, potius OPINIONE 
quadam ducti, tanquam.. a pueritia fic nu- 
triti z, an vero fidei lumine ſupernaturali ca, 
que ad fidem. Chriſtianam pertinent, vera 
eſſe confirment. Cum enim refriguerit cha · 
ritas, & operum bonorum fruftus non appa- 
reat, de fide Chriſtianorum quid hodie di- 
xerim, ambigo. N 


The Second Edition. 
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«Þ lüſt 105 Sanden excaim a 
' gainſt the Idolatry of the Pa- 
pfs, we take no Notice "of the Idols. 
of our own Brain, to which we bow 
im our. different Ways of Orthodoxy ; N 
altho* the Kingdom of God is. but: — 
little more promoted by all our fine 
Speculations; than by the Superſtiti- 
ons- of Nome, and of the Cherchssi in the: 
Eeſt. Vices that were abkorred by 
Pagans, are common among us: yea, 
many of thoſe, that ought to teach?! 
others the my to- war: Kingdom. of | 
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Will, is the heaventy 


156 Reflexions on the State ; 
God, are ſtill under the Power of 8a. 


ta >-themfetres; through: . 


Riches, of Honour, and 2 yon Plea- 
fure, making up the Three Branches. of 
the-infern#l Leadſtene, which draw 
away Souls from God, and plunges 
them into Troubles aud Torments: 
As the Deſire of enjoying God, by 
knowing him, and obe ying his holy 
& tied 
which draws — — of 
our Being, where we meet with Life, 
Peace, Contentment and joy; ſo that 
by a living Faith, we may feed on 
the Bread of Life, which is the Light 
or Emanation of the Love of God, 
or The: py; aq TG COR . 


0 2. 5111 $76 BY 1 2 ey 0 

It is a b Misſor tune, chat tbe 
greateft Part: of the CLERGY of al 
Communions do not perceive, that 
God is upon his ay to, bret dm I! 
(4) all the falſe its and Sebtmes uoſt 


which the Antichriſtian Spirit ofSecta- ling 


e pps. uur of ſub- re. 
ſtantiat 


= 


— — -es * 


wo Eck. XIII. 14, 15. — do 
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ſtantial Chriſtianity y; Which is che Re- 
5 foring af the I my God in the new 
fl Creature, or the Kingdom and Life of 
bod wit hin ut. Were they not blind-- 
ed by the Power of 'Darknefs, which 
y Wis 7 cover the Earth, (bY before the 
5 

f 

[ 

7 

f 


Glory of God is mani eſted there, 
they would be convine'd by the Broils- 
and Diſorders which reign amon 
em, that all things grow - worſe — | 
worſe; that God withdraweth his 
ptace from 'em more and more; 
„ Mivbich is the Treaſure and Pledge 
that ' Jeſus Ohriſt left ro his own) 
and that all their Syſfems and La- 
t boors are not ſifficient to ſtop the 
„rogreſs of At hei ſn and Enthxfafys, 
[ by which the Prince of this World 
eadeavours to caſt Duſt into of 
es, to make us ſuſpect all erage 
ions FO the: * er 


it ; 28.14 96023}-.vT0OM 
E 1 — ewhichof theſeThree'i is 
noſt to be pitied; (tho' indeed, ta- 
ling it aright, we fhall find dem all 
\ Thee I by the un of Pride,) 
. wWhe- 
15 — — errnnnn— — — — — 9 


(b) Iſa. LX. ” 2. 
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Man, that relies on his RE AON in 


. e in all the Faculties of the n 


Eſfect upon our Souls. For our Sari 
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whether a Man intoxicated” with: t t 
SECT, in which Zeal neither 74M jim 
nor Jew can pretend to go beyond 
him: or a Fanaticł, that miſtakes the 
extravagant Whims of his FANCY 
for the Light and Spirit of God: or 2 


the State of corrupt Nature, when 
we find every Day ſuch horrid Dif. 


* 80 W. bi ot 40 1 e IN * 


R laſt. wil 7 
the Event, ſtands fo much the — have 


upon his Guard, and ſearches after} as 1 


the true Light with the greater Ear- 
neſtneſs: But à Man, that relfes-on bis 
Sact, or on his Renſon- does not ſo 
mych as in. the leaſt miſtruſt the Pow- 
er of Darkneſs that reigns in bis 
Heart; where the Enemy of Salvati- 
on intrenches himfelf ſo much the 
more ſtrongly, as the Imagination, 
puft up with Selfconoeit, and ſore mal 
notional Ideas of the Aſeans-of Gran 
increaſes the Obſtacles that hinder the 
divine Gracs from: having its prape 


our plaialy tells. = 188 1 852 oy” 
7 t 


— 


it to have any Share or Intereſt in; 
him, unleſs We deny OHr: ſel ves, and, 
from our Hearts, abhor the natural, 
perverſe Bent of our Souls, which 
ties us more to the Things that periſh, 
and to our ſelves, than to him that 
can deſtroy this corrupt Byaſs which 
is the Source of Death; and who 
can beſtow. upon us the true Life, 
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There are ſome that pretend to- 
have a great Zeal for the Church: But 
as they take more Care to increaſe 
their own Sect, than to bring it back 
to its firſt inward as well as outward» 
Purity; we need not wonder if the 
Proſelytes they make, are very ſel- 
dom ſuch as they may. juitly. boaſt of. 
They that perceive, that a Spirit di- 
retly oppoſite. to the humble and 
mee k Spit it of FBS US GHRIST- 
maſt needs produce that Hatred and 
Animoſity, with which the different 
Parties worry and devourone another, 
begin ro think of ſome Expedient, to 
put a Stop to theſe Abominations: 
aud to this End, have here and : 
9 e W 


whereof he is the Spring himſelf. 


r wp 
— 


— to be cored by ffn, Pro- 


would bewitch its Worſnippers, and 


the Kingdom of the Devil, by pluck- 
ing up the Root of Sin in us, we have 


ws Ruffin on the Sea? 0 


there propoſtd Ways or Methods is 
reconcite-- _ * eren "betweey 
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jelts, as we ſee, that a Phyfician in vain 
— ertakes the Cure of a Patient, when 
his Vital: or the moſt principal Parts 
are waſted. Nay, fhould we ſuppoſe 
them to meet with Succeſs ig their 
Undertaking, (Which yet wilf never 
be, ) the Malady would but ſt ill grow 
worſe; ſince all their Badeevonrs 
would tend only ro ſet up a ne Imat 
of Orthodoxy, and a Form of outward 
Worſhip. And *then' the more Re- 
ſetablance- this Image might Perhaps 
have with its Original, the more it 


hinder them from purſving the En- 

joy ment of the TK 0E Original. f. 
ſtead of a SAYIOUR; Who is to de- 
liver us from that, Which 18 Enmity 
ta God, and who can and will deſtroy 


now of a long time pleaſed our ſelves 
34931 | with 


with a Idea of an \ . 
who will ſave us, tho; we ſhould have 
a0 Mind to die unto Sin: As if SIN 
were not the only 'Fhing that ſepa« 
rates us from God, and by conſe», 
quence, the only Hindrance of our 
Glvation. It is an unaccountable piece 
of Follyn to de ſire to be ſaved by, a Ar 
thod direFUyoppoſete to that xp hich is pre- 
ſcribed hy our Saviour himſelf, and 
whereof he has given — an Example in 
his own Perſon, and which the Apo- 
tles as well as himſelf dave cone. 
mended; age ann . 
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| The Devil lende at t all our — —— 
oxy, and at all the Forms that the 
ill-of. Man is able to invent; un- | 
es we begin to ſeek the good old; 
day of dying: to the World hy SELF-- 
ENTAL, and proclaiming open 
War againſt all the Inclinations of 
ur corrupt Nature, which turn us 
may from God. Without this, all 
Repentance is but imaginary; as all 
Fath is no better than Deluſion, when 
t is not built on the Foundation my 
ufeigned . = 

vil. 
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All Men concern'd for the Glory 
of God will join their 'Wiſhes, that 
it would pleaſe our Sovereign Maſter, 
to ſupply his Church with ſuch Mi- 
niſters, as know by their own Experi- 
ence, what it is to have paſſed from 
Darkneſs to Light, (c) and from Diath 
to Liſe, (d) as the Scripture phraſeth 
it; to the End, they may be able, wor- 
_ thily to diſcharge that Commiſſion, 

which FESUS CHRIST hath left his 
Apoſtles, viz. to preach Repentance and 
Faith, according to the Tenor of the cha 
Inſt ructions given to St. Paul. (e) 
Then would they be able to ſay to 
their Flockx: Be ye Followers of mt, 
even as 1 am of Chriſt." (F) Thoſe of 
their Hearers, who, by following this 
Direction, -ſhoutd through f;eſus 
_ Chriſt return to the Father, would 
then find, that FESUS CHRIST be- 
ing the Power and Wiſdom of God, (p) 
did not only diſcover unto them " 


. 


f (c 1 Fobn HI. 14. (d) Col. I. 13. lo 
Atts XXVI. 18. (f) I Cor. Xl. I's 0 
1 Cor. I. 24. 
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 "Mdivine Will, but | conferr'd alfo 
| N Strength ro perform N. it * 
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This living Knowledge of ſeſus 
Chriſt, will ſecure them from the 
perverſe: Reaſon of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and 
Heini ans; from the falſe Light of En- 
thuſaſts, and from the deluded Fancy 
of Orthodoxy, which all Seas have ſet 
up in the Room of that TRUT # 
which is in Jeſus Chriſt, which alone is 
his to ſet us free from that Slavery where 
in the Father of Lies keeps us in 
chains, by the perverſe Byaſs of our 
Will, and by falſe Notions of the 
Nature of Happineſs, and of the Way 
to obtain d ub! * 354i ag 


— 
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„ . ̃ 907 te 
u Many, very many, will repent at 
rifore, for having 15 officioſly in- 
ruded upon the Charge of conducting 
ebers, before they had once begun 
themſelyes to walk in the Paths of 
Life; and without having the leaft 
Perception of that Abyſs of Miſery, 
uto which the Fall of the firſt —_ 
— as 


— | 


. thers, will be nothing but empty Spe- 


little changed, and that the World 


whereof the moſt part have a greater 
Talent to perſuade their Hearers in- 
to a faiſe Peace, than to inſtru them 
how to fight the good Fight of Faith 
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164% Refleianeon the Ste, 
has plunged us. In this their corrupt 
State, whatever they preach! to 04: 


cvlations, and fine Fooleries, under 
the Appearance of witty or acute 
Rea ſonings. Whereby they may ia- 
deed eharm the Ears of their Audi. 
tors; drown'd in che fame Spirit of: 
Vanity, but will never pierce the, 
Heart of the Sinner, to dwaken him 
out of his deep Drowfineſs; and to 
make him think in good earneſt! of 
making his Peaca with: Ged. This 
is the Reaſon, we ſre, by: ſad: Expeti 
ence, that the Hearts of Men are very 


continues to walk an metrily in the 
broad way of Deſtruction, notwith- 
ſtanding the vaſt Number of Preach- 
ers that abound every where ; but 


in ſuch a manner, that they may f- 
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er Jo. eee Jam more abt 
te more confirmed ia believing, that 
>. God will ſodn teach us another Leſ- 
z. foa by theſe: terrible Judgments, che 
of; Flame whereof ſhall cn ſume the Wick- 
be. 44: and prrifs 


im ve may ones ſee the Accompliſnment 
to of thoſe glorious Fromiſes God hath 
of WY made to his Church, and that the 
his preſumption of ſalſe 10 © Reaſon be con- 
founded, 7 which as made a'p ae 
ny Peo le, given up to 'Blindne 
Wie res Kot rl God ' ſits uncon- 
cerned about the Affairs of the 
World, & leaveth ſecond Cauſes to act, 
vithout his offering any more to in 
terfere with that Motion he hath 
given them in tlie Nestion. 
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L am the More erſwaded, thre we 
are at the Eve of that granderiricsl 
—_— call'd in holy Scripture, The 
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14+ Zach. XIII. 9. Mal. III. 3.4. 
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or (2.)' Light and; Darkneſs, or (3. the 


the corporeal Creation, it will be 


great Day of Vengeance and Wrath , 
God; becauſe God hath of late nuff 
only ſhewed many dreadful Exan. 
ples, how eaſily he can confound the 
Pride and Craftineſs of Princes, 2 
well as of private Perſons: But chief. 
ly, becauſe all is ſo: dreadfully em- 
broil'd, that we may well ſay, God 
has begun to ſhake. both Heaven. and 
Earth; this. being the Expreſſion 
whereby the ſaid critical time is de- 
ſcribed in ſeveral Places of Scripture. 
(i) Whether we underſtand by Heavy 
and Earth, (1.) the Church and State, 


inward World, which is the ſpiritul 
Creation, and the ent ward, which is 


much one and the ſame Thing. 


F 
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I know ſome Perſons, who have 
experienced this in themſelves, and 
have been ſeafible of ſuch EffeRs in 
Soul and Body, as have put Divises 
and Phyſicians to a non-plus ; altho 

/ | not- 
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otwithſtanding their Blindneſs, they 
pretended) to reaſon about the ſaid 
Accidents; as commonly humane Rea- 
/m is ſo, much the more confident to 
do, as much the more it is deſtitute 
of the true Li ghr, which 1 is the — 
of 2 R — — 
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de. It is to be 8 that ek Pre- 
re. dictions which our New Prophets have 
un MN uttered, of the Time and Manner of 
te, theſe Jud gments, will. harden, but 
he © more the Hearts. of vain Worldlings, 
ual to make a jeſt of all the Threarnings 
is Nof approachin; Judgments ; z and that 
be the Chains of their Captivity will be 
but ſtrengthned thereby; as it is to 
happen, when God ſhall ſurpriſe the 
World with his, great and ſtrange 
Work. ( 
e But the Children of that Wiſdom, 
d which is from above, know, how to 
a wake good Uſe of all; and being far 
s I from inclining to ſlumber, upon Ac- 
count of falſe Alarms, they take oc- 


aaſion there Ys to I» the more upon 
4 their 
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their Guard. Beſides, that it is muck , 
better to be pte pared torithe- Hour of 0 ts 
the great Temptation many Years bel ; ji 
fore-hand, than to periſh; for want of the 
SO. provided Tor „„ 
3 kee 

5 love 

it 
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Hefe Rifii@ions came ont the 
| French in the Year 1709; 100 
the latter part of them ſeems 20 de. 
ſerve ſo much the more Conſiderati 
on, becauſe the Wrath of God ist. 
ther increaſing, than decreaſing over 
all Europe. The Commotions of the 
outward World in Church and State, in 
tricating things more and more, te 
ftife of the utmoſt Endeavours of th 
Power of Darkneſs in the ima 
World, inflaming the Minds with the 
helliſn Principle of SELFIS HNES 
from which proceed all manner ol 
crafty and violent Deſigns againſt on 
another: So thar 'a Zeal for Religion i 
made the very Pretence for acting con- 
trary to all Goſpel- Principles C hriflia 
LOVE and HUMILITY. 


Th 


| of the Chriſtian Church. 169 

The common Enemy muſt be ve- 
: living Knowledge of Chriſt, whilſt 
come to him. The Spirit of Apoſtacy 


N reeps Poſſeſſion of the Heart by Self 
NM ve, whilſt every one hugs himſelf 


with his Brain-Work-Divinity; aud 


or, by his Eagerneſs for the Oatſide and 
+, Morn, unfirs himſelf for experiencing 
ß the Subſtance and Power of the Go- 
and ſpel of the Kingdom FO ang 
de However, it is the Hope as well 
os the Wiſh of God's Servants, in dif- 
Jfering Perſwaſions, that Light will 
ſoon triumph in Love and Peace over 


breeds Strife and Envying as the un- 


ss earthly, ſenſual and deviliſp. (1) 
Certainly God will confound all 
that are their own Idols, in truſting to 
A their own Wiſdom and Strength, and 
ſeek their own, rather than the Glor 


of Him, who is the Fountain of all 


J Beings, and the only Center of their 
a: Reſt and Happineſs: God's wonder- 
ful Wiſdom is like to appear ſo much 
= the 


3 ———ů tos — — — — — 


10 Jam. III. 14, 15. 
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ry much pleaſed, to fool People out of 


they are quarrelling about the way to 


the Kingdom of Darkneſs, which 


happy Product of that Wi/dom, which - 
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the more manifeſtly, when the ht. 


headed party-zeal will prove a de- 
vouring Fire to the Parties themſelves, 
and drive the humble, ſincere Souls 
out of all Parties for Shelter and De. 
liverance into the CENTER of true 
Union, the LOVE of God in Chriſt Je- 
fuss. Then ſhall be brought forth out 
of the Wilderneſs, that Spouſe, which 
is ſaid to lean on her Beloved, (m) which 
is glorious, holy, without Spot, Wrinckle, 
or any ſuch thing. (n) Then the Jews, 
Turks and Heathens will be convinced, 
that God is in the midſt of her (o), and 
that it is Time for them to bow to 
the King of Kings, who has beſtow- 
ed ſo glorious a Majeſty upon his 
Royal Spouſe : Infidels having made 
it hitherto a great Exception againſt 
the Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
that the Profeſlors of it have ſo lit- 
tle of that Holineſs, without which it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe the OST 
H'O L H. 229 
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Neither Knowledge, nor Wealth of tbi- 


World, can reſtore Man to his loft 
Happineſs. This is only to be attain- 
ed by the divine Manifeftation of 
CHRIST in the Soul. Aan 1 Prox- 
imity and. near Relation to God. 


The HOMIELTY. 


IE that truly maketh RELIGE- 
ON his Choice, ought to look 

on all that this World affords as 
things — out of his Way, and 
3 


4 HO MIL 
not at all for his Turn. For he that Ml hat 
ſincerely follows the Lord Jeſus Nit 
Chriſt, in taking up his Croſs, having 4s 
renounced all, and even his own Soul, ble 
muſt fix his Mind and Heart on the its 
Love of Chriſt ; preferring this his I un 
LORD to Parents, Brethren, Wife, ed 
Children, Kindred, Friends, and ker 
worldly Poſſeſſions, according to that I b 
Saying of our Saviour: He that loveth 
Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, ſol 
or Lands, and Poſſeſſions, more than me, 
3s not worthy of me, And he that is en 


not prepared to part with. all, and ene 
to follow me, cannot be my Diſciple. 
For in him alone is the Salvation — Bp 
Happineſs of Mea to be found. 7 
Man i=, 9 Las Mer 
5 II. | ſom 
Let us but conſider how many ws 
Kings and Princes deſcended from — 
Adam's Rage, have been accounted = 
great and famous in the World; poſ- e 
ſeſſing vaſt Dominions, and glorying 0 " 
in their Royal Power. Yet notwith- oy 
ftanding all this, none of them was "oa 
enabled by this his empty Glory, to > 
diſcover that ſpiritual Miſery, which di0 


by the Tranſgreſſion of the firſt — 
ath 


— 
— 


— — — — U: ù , 4 * pun mw Try 


of MACARI US. 175 
hath invaded the Soul, and darkened 
it to that degree, that it cannot ſo much 
as perceive the ſad Change, vix. in what 
bleſſed manner our pure Mind beheld 


its Lord in the Beginning, and what 


unſpeakable Bliſs and Dignity it then 


enjoyed in him! But how it is now af- 


ter the Forfeiture of this divine Glory 
by the Fall, cloathed with Shame and 


Miſery ; the Eyes of the Heart being 


fo blinded, that there is now no ſeeing 


of that Glory, which our firſt Pa- 
rents beheld before their Diſobedi- 


ENCE: 5 5 
- UL 8 8 - 
There have been alſo ſeveral w/e 


Men in the World, amongft whom 
ſome have been much ſpoken of on 


Account of their Moral Virtues. O- 

thers have been famous for Sophiſtry, 
Rhetorick, Poetry and Hiſtory. Some 

skilful Artiſts in Paintin and Scul- 
pture have been likewiſe renowned, 
for their ingenious Imitation of the 
wonderful Nature in faſhioning the 
Statues of Men and Beaſts to the Life. 

By magaificent Buildings and ſtupen- 
dious Pyramids ſome others have at- 


„ nos 
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tempted to immortalize their Memo- 


ry. Others have rummaged the Bow. 
els of the Earth, and fetched up 


Treaſures of Gold, Silver, and preci- 


ous Stones. Some, in fine, were ado- 
red for their amazing Beauty,of which 
they grew proud, and were thereby 
the ſooner inticed to Sin, and led to 
Deſt ruction by the Devil. Now all 
theſe aforeſaid Princes, Philaſopher: 
and Artiſts, being detained -by the 
Serpent dwelling within, and remain- 
ing inſenſible — Sin, ſo cloſely adhe - 
ring to them, became Priſoners and 
Slaves to the Power of Darkneſs, 
without being the better for all their 
worldly Skill and Knowledge. 


0 * 


So that we may compare the 
World, with all its Varieties, to 4 
rich Man ig Poſſeſſion of great and 
ſplendid Palaces, and worldly Trea- 

ures, with vaſt Poſſeſſions, and pom- 
pous Attendance ; but withal, ſo over- 
whelmed by many painful Sickneſſes 
and heavy Afflictions, that he find- 
eth no Comfort in all his Wealth 

and Relations, though they _ 
| | 1 * 


World, nor any Endeavour and Abi- 


lity of our deareſt Friends, nor any 
temporal Wealth or Strength, nor 


any thing abovementioned, can deli- 


yer our Soul of the State of Sin and 
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ſurround him on all Sides. Even ſo, 
nothing of what relates to us in this 


Wrath, in which by Nature ſhe is 


immerſed ; and beſides, ſo deeply in- 
yolved in Darkneſs, that ſhe entirely 


loſt the pure Sight of things. But 
Thanks be to God, this wretched 
State of Man is curable by the ſpiri- 


tual Appearance of CHRIST in the 
Soul, which is able to cleanſe both 


Soul and Body from all Defilement. 


Wherefore let us diſintangle our = 
ſelves from all anxious Cares for the 


things of this World, and let us de- 
vote our ſelves wholly to the LORD, 
waiting upon him continually, and 
crying to him Night and Day for 
his gracious Support. For this viſi- 
ble World, with the Delight it af- 
fords, the more it ſeems to cheriſh 
our Body, the more it foments the 
Luſts, and provoketh the Paſſions of 
our Mind, and hereby increaſeth its 
suffering. 


- 


—— 
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V. ref. 

It was a curious but a vain Expe- Wi; 
riment of one that would ſpare no gon 
Pains to ſearch out the true Happineſs N tho 


of Man; and thereupon made it his 
Buſineſs to try a what this Vorid af. N ind 
fords, if perhaps he might find true MW 
Contentment in it. He had recourſe 
to the Palaces of Kings, and Princes, 
and great Men: But be could not find MW , 
there any ſufficient Cure for his Soul, 
fo that all the time thus ſpent ſtood ject 
him in no ſtead. He therefore re- WW, 
ſorted to the wiſe and learned of the her. 
World: But gave them over too, N deſt 
without being the better for them. last 
He applied himfelf afterwards to Nenti 
great Artiſts, and Men of Experi- Neent 
ence in the glittering Works of Va- NVho 
nity, Pomp, and Curioſity : But net- por! 
ther were they able to provide a ſa- Nin h 
ving Remedy for his inward Diſtem- Nit w. 
per. At laſh he took his Eeave of Ihe 
them all, &applied himſelf to GO in Icy o 
JESUS CHRIST, as his only Portion. Mund. 
And it was then he had the Paſſions I she 
and Diſeaſes of the Soul healed and Wer. 
cured. And having (through 3 havi 


— 
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refleting now upon himſelf, he per- 
ceived that his Mind was come to it 
ſelf again, which all this while was 
gone aſtray in the vain Purſuit of all 


thoſe empty Objects. Whereupon he 


now diſintangled himſelf from them, 


and became averſe to them. (i n 


. 


As a Virgin of great Fortune and 
large Poſſefſions in this World is ſub- 
ject to many Cheats and Oppreſſors, 
who will attempt to incroach upon 
her, and do her wrong: She being 
deſtitute of neceſſary Protection, at 
aſt yields to the Courtſhip of a moſt 


entire Friend, who ſollicits-her-Con- 


ſent in Marriage. And 'tis he in 
whom ſhe finds. all defirable Sup- 
port and Happineſs, and confiding 
in him her Soul is at Reſt, Thus is 


It with our Soul alſo.” Since the Fall, 


ſhe is uſed very hard by the Vielen- 
cy of the Adverſary, and is brought 
inder very diſmal: Circumftances. 
dhe is like a Widow deſolate and for- 
ken by her heavenly Spouſe for 


having proved falſe to him, being 


_ now, 


tone this heartily and effectually, and 
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now ſhamefully handled by the Pow bare 

ers of Darkneſs. For they have be-M''* 
: reaved her of her Senſes, and cloud. ther 
ed her heavenly Underſtanding to Pit 
that degree, that ſhe is not fo much Cra 
as ſenſible of the Miſchief that is dea 
done her, but fancieth it was ever ſo ef al 
from the 92 But being at lat 
convinced of her diſmal and forlorn s . 
State, ſhe bemoans her Deſolation be h. 
before that infinite Goodneſs, which er 
is affected with ſo tender a Compaſſ- nith 
on towards Mankind. And by theſe dein 
Means ſne finds Life and Sal vation, Ito 
after ſhe is returned to her primitive lis 
Extraction and heavenly Pedigree. that 
For there is no nearer Relation, nor f 
ſtricter Union, than that bet] een God Man 
and the-Soul. eee 
unde 

all t 
tisfa 
to he 
orea 
ſuch 
plac 


 — 
Although the Almighty Creator 
hath made Multitudes of noble Cre 
tures, which by their various and ad 
mirable Natures, praiſe their Crea- 


tor's Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power tur 
from the ſmalleſt Plant and Animal 
up to the ſtupendious Globes, whict 
for theſe many Thonſand Years =o 
F Ve 


the viſible Creation: Yea, though 
there are glorious Ranks of miniſtring 


great LORD: Nevertheleſs in none 
of all theſe hath God choſen himſelf 
an Habit ation. The whole Greation 
; under the Maker's Command: but 


, be hath no where fixed his Throne, 
nor to any vouchſafed Communion 


With himſelf, except to MAN, who 
being his Delight, and admitted 


his Abode and reſting Place. So 


need not wonder, if a diſcerning and 
inderſtanding Soul, wandring through 
all the Creatures, meets with no fa- 
tisfactory Reſt, till at laſt ſhe returns 
to her Father and Lord. And to our 
great Conſolation, we do not find 
ſuch Tenderneſs, Affection and Com- 
placency, expreſt in the holy Scri- 
rer, Itures, either to Angels, or any other 
nah being, as it is to MAN. 


VIII. 
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Mhave afforded a benign Influence to 


Spirits, which, with unſpeakable 
Grandeur, perpetually attend their 


into Fellowſhip with him, is made 


What by this you perceive how 
near God is related to Man, and 
Man to God: And conſequently you 


—— 
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If we lift up our Eyes to the Sm 
we obſerve his Body in Heaven, but 
his Light and Rays tending towards 
the Earth, to which the Virtue of his 
Light and Splendour doth. deſcend, 
So likewiſe. eur Lord fits on the 
right Hand of the Father, above al 
P rincipality and Power, but caſts his 
racious Eyes upon the Hearts of Men 
Eg on Earth, in order to lift 
up thither where he is, thoſe that 
wait for and truſt in his Help. For 
he ſays: Where I am, there ſhall my Ser- 
vant be alſo. And St. Paul: He hath 
raiſed us up together with him, and mad: 
us fit together in heavenly Places in 
Chriſt Jeſus. But the very Beaſts, de- 
prived of Underſtanding, are more 
prudent than we: For they will on- 
ly join with thoſe that are of the ſame 
Nature with them: The wild with 
the wild, and the Sheep with thoſe: 
of their own kind. Only thou, 0 
Man! doſt not return to thy heaven 
Relation, which is the LORD; but 
giveſt thy ſelf up to thy own Devices, 
by complying with the- Bent of thy 
0 n 


perverſe Inclinations: And whilſt 
thou thus art. become helpful to Sin, 


thou makeſt War againſt thy ſelf, and 


Sm, Wc ivereſt thy ſelf up as a Prey to the 
bu Enemy. Juſt as a Bird catch'd by an 
rds Eagle, or a Sheep by a Wolf, will 


his certainly be devoured : Or as a filly. 
end, Boy laying hold on a Serpent, and 


theMWbitten by him, muſt look for. the ſad 
> alMSjmptoms of mortal Poyſon : So it 
his is in-ſpiritual Matters. Similitudes 


Men etched from corporeal things afford 
life's a little Glimſe of the ſpiritual 


that Work. 


Ser- 7 | IX. _ 
As a Virgin of a good Fortune be- 


ever ſo fine Preſents and Ornaments 
reſWrom him before the Nuptials, can 
Ino wiſe be ſatisfied, till the Con- 
ſummation of the Marriage- Union be 
fully compleated, and ſhe brought to 
n entire Enjoy ment of the Object of 
er Love: Juſt ſo it is with our Soul, 


Spouſe. She receiveth indeed the 


ifts, let it be either the Gift of Heal- 
| a ingy 
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trothed undo a Man, and receiving 


prepared as a Bride for her heaven- 


Earneſt of the Spirit in the divine 


\ 
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ing, or of Knowledge, or of Iluming;. 
an: Yet doth ſhe never reſt in all this, 
but goes on till ſhe attain at laſt to 
the Enjoyment of a perfect Commy. 
nion with God himſelf; that is, to 
fuch a Love as is unchangeable and 
never-failing, and conſequeatly, frees 
thoſe from Anxiety and Trouble that 
obtain it. ; 1 
Or, as a Child dreſſed up in the 
fineſt Cloaths, and decked with the 
richeſt Pearls and Jewels of a wealthy 
Father. Let this Child be but hun- 
gry, and you'll ſee him not to make 
any Account at all of all his Fineries 
. and Ornaments; nay, nothing will 
ſitisſie him but the Breaſt of the Mc 
8 ther, ſupplying him with Milk. for his 
Suſtentation. Juſt ſo it is with the 
ſpiritual Gifts of God. | 
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A Posrscxipr of the Tranſlator 


J. appears by this HOMILY, that 


this holy Author had another Ide 
of real Chriſtianity, and of its Natur 


and Advantages, than our _ 
or 


of MACARIUS. 18; 
frmalifts and ſuperficial Pretenders to 
Religion. Many brag of their Ortho- 


u. {ical Diſpenſation, of the Means of 
to Grace 3 without examining, whether 
ad they uſe the faid Means to the ſame 
eee ur poſes as the primitive Chriſtians 
nat and the holy Apoſtles did: And whe- 


ther they improve in that Holineſs, 


thefmhich is the Al and Subſtance of 
then the Goſpel of Chriſt in all its Laws 
thy"! Ordinances. 5 


un- The Deſign of publiſhing the Sub- 


axel tance of this Homily in Engliſh, is to 
: affiicourage ſome well-diſpoſed Per- 
ſon, to undertake the Tranſlation of 
the reſt of this Author's Homilies. 


he propagating of this ſort of real - 


hriſtianity, may .be the beſt Means 
unite Proteſtants. For if they ſtrive 
teartily to be united to God, they 


Pe nearer one approacheth to God, the 
un Pre be will find bimſelf united with all 
ch as are like him; which our bleſ- 


that td Saviour intimateth in his Fare- 
Ide el Prayer, John XVII. 21 : That they 
nay be one, as Thou Father art im 


4xy, and of a primitive and Apoſto- 


vill then draw nigh to him, who is 
he CENTER of all true Union. And 
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it; but find our ſelves ſtill under the 


In the al Serm. b 27. J. 22. for Pro 
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me, and I in Thee, that they alſo may 
be One in us. 

But all our Endeavours for Unim 
will be loſt, if we fancy, by any out 
ward Union, to, eſcape the common 
Danger that threatens the whole Bo4 
dy of Proteſtants at this Juncture. If 
we could agree about all manner of 
Opinions and Forms of Church-Service 
but did continue worldly and carnal 
as before, we ſhould not only be ne 
ver a whit the nearer to Heaven for 


Influence of, the Power of Darkneſs 
which would not fail to breed pride n. 
Wrath, Injuſtice, Strife and Hi 

tred : Whereas by our turning hear Fro: 


tily, to God, and becoming Subjects ol , 
bis Kingdom z peace, Love, Righteouſſ ] 


neſs and Holineſs would bear Rule in Fit 


our Hearts; and ſet us above the Ma 


lice of our great Enemy, and all the r 
ſubordinate Tools of his Craft an 

Tyranny. 53 K 
n 
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— read Poſſeſſion. 


hy _ (true, 
OW LIYPOLF reſts, whe liv'd a Pierer 


And whereſoe're he went had Heaw'n in View 
Like Moſes, thro? the Wilderneſs he walk d, 
And tillto God he lock d, of God he ralk'd 3.. 
Hence hisSecaphickSoul: was omits © ſo brigh ahr, 


From his Inſtructive Converſe none cou d part 


Without a wiſer Hezd, or warmer Heart. 
e ii Fiithful unto his God, his Prince, his Friend.” 


the Pious his Life, and bleſs'd and calm his End.. 


Rep his Example, Reader! in thine Eye, 


And live like him if thou like him wou'dſt | 
0 die! 
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He every Object round him ting'd, Wicht ght. | 
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Books Sold by 1. Downing in Barth 
lomew-Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfied, 


Farther her Inttruction for che who have 
learnt the Church Catechiſm. Whereingey 

an * grace - the Feſtivals and Faſts of the 
| Church of England, Chriftians are reminded ; and 
fx'd in the act of the Articles of the 
Apoſtles Creed, | 

A New Method of Catechizing, by way of Ones 5 
ſions upon the Church Ca techiſm: Together with 
Directions all along for inculcating into Children 
the Fundamental Principles of Chriſtianity thereln 
| centain'd. | ; * 
The Church Catechiſm broke into ſhort Que- 
ſtions, with an Explanation of ſome Words, for | 
the eafier Underftanding of it: To which are 
added, Prayers for the Charity- Schools. 

A Short Catechiſm, explaining the Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtands 
ing of Children, and the meaneſt Capacities, 

The Church Catechiſm Explaia'd, by. way "of 
Queſtion. and Anſwer 3. and Confirm'd.. by Sig 
ture Proofs : Divided into Five Parts, and Twelve 
Sections. Mherein 2 brief and plain Account 
is given of, I. The Chriſtian Covenant. IT, The 
Chriſtian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedience. 
IV. The Chriſtian Pra er. v. The Chriſtian da- 
craments. The Fifth Kion, By 7. Lewis Mini. 
{ter of Margaret in Kent, 

The Chriſtian Way to Heaven: a Or what he 
mult do to be fred. 

_ il eg $ Inſtructor: Or ſome Di 92 
ons for his whole — Far thi 6 thi 
Charity- _ | 


